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Cheers To The Developer 
For His Decision To Expand The Church  

edged that he had observed this increasing 

interest.  In that letter he proposed the con-

version of the Church on the Square to a 

PAC.  His proposal was that Abundant Life 

Ministries and the Developer would donate 

the Church property and the adjoining vacant 

land to the VCCDD on behalf of the SLCDD 

and the residents south of CR 466, if the resi-

dents north of CR 466 would use their amen-

ity funds to pay for the renovation of the 

Church and construction of the Performing 

Arts Center (estimated to be approximately 

$4.4M, plus the costs that were not estimated 

that would need to be incurred to bring the 

Church into compliance with the American 

Disabilities Act standards).                                                                                                                    

While it appeared that the AAC’s over-

whelming consensus was that residents truly 

appreciated the Developer’s generous offer to 

try and help solve the problem, the Commit-

tee’s decision was that the Church proposal 

did not work for a number of reasons, the 

main ones being: 

In years past and to some extent today, if 

you purchased a lot and built a new home in 
The Villages, you were provided with a 
choice of colors that could be used on the 

exterior of your home. Years later when it 
comes time to repaint, most residents choose 
the original colors, but that is not always the 

case. While typical deed restriction language 
in The Villages includes wording that states 
all exterior alterations require the approval of 

the Architectural Review Committee (ARC), 
no one actually goes to the ARC for repaint-
ing approval and there has never been any 

enforcement of this approval requirement 
when it comes to repainting. This has worked 

(Continued on page 2) 
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the lack of equity of financing in that the 

residents south of CR 466 would not 

have to expend any of their amenity fees, 

while the funding would come solely 

from the use of amenity fees of residents 

north of CR 466;                                                                                                         

the recommendation by the Developer’s 

representative on the AAC that the AAC 

use their lawsuit settlement funds for this 

purpose even though these funds had 

been received for the purpose of renewal 

and replacement reserves and services for 

the facilities and residents north of CR 

466 – not to build new amenities; 

adequacy of seating as the proposal only 

adds about 200 more seats than were pres-

ently provided in the Savannah Center;                                                                                                    

loss of the facility as a church;                                                                                                           

lack of adequate parking facilities; and                                                                                                           

(Continued on page 2) 

A little history….                                                                                                                                

The Developer’s initial filing of his plans 

for Lake Sumter Landing in 2003 (when 

there were about 40,000 residents) included 

a 40,000 square foot building and 15 acres of 

land for a ‘Convention/Performing Arts 

Building’ (CPAB).  He had the vision to see 

the need for this type of facility in his com-

munity. However, he later amended those 

plans and eliminated the CPAB.                                                                                                                                                    

At the February, 2010 Amenity Authority 

Committee (AAC) meeting, when they were 

discussing the inadequacy of the Savannah 

Center being used for this purpose, Commit-

tee members requested District Staff commu-

nicate with the Developer to inquire if any 

plans existed to construct a performing arts 

center (PAC). At a subsequent AAC meet-

ing, Mr. Moyer, who is the Vice-President 

for Development of The Villages of Lake-

Sumter, Inc., as well as a member of the 

AAC, reported to the AAC that over a period 

of years The Villages has researched the pos-

sibility of building a PAC by reviewing other 

PACs in the surrounding area. During that 

review two items were obvious, the structure 

itself is costly but more importantly, the on-

going operation and maintenance costs of a 

PAC is beyond the scope of The Villages. 

Mr. Moyer stated, if a PAC were to be ad-

dressed in the area, it would need to be ad-

dressed by general purpose government as 

possibly a tri-county project, because a PAC 

would require some support from general tax 

revenues, which is typical. For those reasons 

The Villages has no plans to proceed with a 

PAC. 

Later that year Mr. Morse, in his October 

5, 2010 letter to the AAC/VCCDD, acknowl-

On The Square  On HIS Dime!! 

FOR ALL AFTER THE MEETING 



the belief that the AAC should not get 

involved in the entertainment business.                                                        
 

Two and a Half Years Later – May, 2013 

– the Developer announces that, “Another 

project that is coming up that I want to share 

with you guys is that we are going to be do-

ing a special project - it’s sort of still in the 

drawing phases… but we are going to be do-

ing an expansion on the Church in the 

Square.  There is sort of an artist’s rendering 

of what the outside will look like…”                                                                                                                             

“Here’s what we know:  the Church will 

be closed in August and it will take about a 

year to get it completed and we are real ex-

cited about expanding the entertainment of-

ferings we have for you in The Villages.                                                                                                                                          

Here’s what we don’t know:  We don’t know 

the details of how the inside is going to finish 

out…  Therefore, we don’t know completely 

how it is going to be programmed yet.  We 

can assure you that you will have some of the 

same things you have now, but we really 

don’t know exactly how the programming is 

going to work going forward.”                                                             

The POA applauds the Developer for pre-

senting this new approach to the conversion 

of the Church, as it addresses several of the 

concerns which were expressed by the AAC 

in 2010 leading them to deny the proposal.    

Assuming the Church will still include at 

least some Sunday services, the remaining 

concerns expressed in 2010 that were not ad-

dressed in the Developer’s presentation were 

how to handle the need for more parking in 

the area and that for a community of over 

100,000 the facility should be a larger venue.  

Maybe we will get another surprise and find 

out that he is constructing a two or three 

story parking garage in the area behind the 

Church – and that they have figured out a 

way to increase the seating capacity to 1,200 

– 1,500.  Wouldn’t that be great?                 □ 

(Continued from page 1) 
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POA Mission Statement 
 

The Property Owners’ Association of The 

Villages is an independent organization de-

voted to our home ownership experience.  

The Vision/Objective of the POA is to 

make The Villages an even better place in 

which to live, where Residents’ Rights are re-

spected, and local governments are responsive 

to the needs and interests of residents. 

The POA serves Villagers through pro-

grams of education, research, analysis, repre-

sentation, advocacy, and legislative action. 

The POA also functions as a “watchdog” 

organization overseeing the actions of our De-

veloper and our local governments. 

Specific POA attention is focused on hous-

ing, community, neighborhood, and local gov-

ernment issues.  Special emphasis is focused 

on the Amenity Authority Committee (AAC), 

our Community Development Districts 

(CDDs), the Florida Chapter 190 law that regu-

lates CDD operations, and our Developer. 

The POA has no ties or obligations to the 

Developer of The Villages which might com-

promise the POA position or its advocacy of 

Residents’ Rights. 

The POA, founded in 1975, is the original 

homeowners’ organization in The Villages.  

Membership is open to all Villages residents. □ 

 

The Villages Residents’ 

Bill of Rights 
 

 RESIDENTS have RIGHTS to: 
1. Be treated in a respectful, fair, and respon-

sive manner by the Developer and our lo-

cal government officials. 
2. Have decision making authority for impor-

tant issues in our community. 

3. Elect our top government officials and ap-
prove appointments of the top administra-

tive officials in our community. 

4. Approve major purchases of common 
property and the related debt obligations 

assumed by residents. 

5. Have local governments that are free of 
any conflict of interest issues. 

6. Be charged honest monthly amenity fees 
that are used only for the stated purposes. 

7. Receive full disclosure when purchasing a 

home here in The Villages. 
8. Receive an objective market appraisal for 

major purchases of common property. 

9. Receive objective, unbiased, unslanted 
news reporting from local news sources. 

10. Be informed beforehand by the Developer 

on any major change in our community.  □ 

well for many years, except for a small num-
ber of homes that were repainted with exte-
rior colors that neighbors found out of char-

acter for the neighborhood. Ask yourself, 
how you would react if your next door 
neighbor painted the exterior of their home a 

bright purple (or pink, or Jamaican blue, 
or ?), maybe just because it was their favor-
ite color.  For example, would you be con-

cerned about its impact on the resale value 
of your home?                                                                           

The Developer, the CDD Supervisors and 

many residents have made it very clear they 
have a strong desire to maintain the 

“aesthetics” of The Villages.  While the use 
by residents of exterior colors when repaint-
ing their homes with colors which do not fit 

the “aesthetically” chosen colors of the De-
veloper are rare – at least right now – it is 
likely that the vast majority of residents 

would not want the home next door painted 
purple or with stripes or anything else out of 
the ordinary that that particular homeowner 

preferred.                                                                      
There is growing resident interest to in-

terpret the language in our deed restrictions 

literally so as to require exterior repaint col-
ors to be approved by the ARC, just as you 
do for any other alterations to the exterior of 

your home or lot. The result is that resident 
groups are strongly urging the CDD Boards 
to take action. In the current environment, 

once a home has been repainted a color that 
would not have been permitted originally, it 
is too late for the Community Standards De-

partment to take action. Residents want the 
CDD Boards to put in place a process that 
will assure that any exterior repainting of a 

home will be done using only colors that 
would have been approved for initial paint-

ing. Such a requirement would include a vast 
array of approved colors and the resident 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Cheers for Developer Repaint Bright Purple? 
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ferent places you can go on the website. Go 

down to “Membership” with your mouse 

pointer, click on it, and a side bar will show 

up.  Click on “Profile Update”.  It will take 

you to the Profile Update Form. After enter-

ing your full name in the data field provided, 

fill in any of the remaining data fields you 

want to change and click Submit. That is all 

there is to it. For those of you who do not 

have a computer, you can do changes two 

different ways. The first is to make changes 

when you send in your membership renewal 

form. The second way is to mail the changes 

to the POA at The POA P.O. Box 1657 Lady 

Lake, FL 32158-1657. On the bottom left end 

of the envelope please print “Attn: Data-

base”. It can than go directly to the database 

dept. for processing.                                      □ 

Page 3 The POA Website – http://www.poa4us.org      June, 2013 

THE POA HAS YOUR BACK – DO YOU HAVE OURS?  

Thank you to all who have responded to 

our invitation to join the POA. We have a 

record number of members this year.  In fact, 

we have already passed last year’s total 

membership figure. If you have not yet 

joined, and you appreciate the efforts the 

POA is doing on your behalf, please join 

now – the membership application is at the 

bottom of this page. 
 

From the  POA IT Desk 
 

We have added another feature to our 

website that will enable you to update the 

membership information we have on file.  

You will be able to change your e-mail ad-

dress, telephone number, etc.  This new fea-

ture is easy to find and use. Go to the POA 

website www.poa4us.org and on the left side 

of the home page you will find a list of dif-

Make An Investment In Your Future - JOIN NOW! 

 

3. TOTAL  DUE: _____________ 

Please hold my POA Membership 

Card for me to pick up at one of the  

monthly POA meetings. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUING FINANCIAL SUPPORT.  
    Dues Paid Date ___________________ (Office Use Only) 

    POA 2013 Membership – New / Renewal and Contribution Form 
 Please complete each section and return to: The POA, P.O. Box 1657, Lady Lake, FL 32158                         

 

              New               Renewal               Number of People in Household  
 

PLEASE PRINT! 
 
 

NAME(S)(1)___________________________________________________________________________ 

(SAME LAST NAME) 
 

NAME(S)(2)___________________________________________________________________________ 
(DIFFERENT LAST NAME) 

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

VILLAGE_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE_______________________________________________ 
 

PHONE ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

E-MAIL _____________________________________________________________________________ 

(We respect your privacy.  Your E-mail address is for POA Official use ONLY) 
 

     1. MEMBERSHIP NEW/RENEWAL: Please enroll my POA membership for 2013 at   

     the Annual Rate of $10 per household.  A check payable to POA is enclosed.  Memberships are  

     for Households and run annually from Jan 1st to Dec 31st.  (check the box that applies)               

                I will include a stamped, self-addressed  

               envelope with this form and my check. 

               Please mail my Membership Card to me 

               At the address above.  
              

                   

     2. ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION: Please accept my additional contribution to the  

      POA in the following amount: 
 
           

               $_________  (Please indicate amount) 

 

      

 

groups feel this should not be a hardship on 
anyone’s artistic taste while assuring that no 
one will have to live next to a home that has 

been repainted a color inappropriate for the 
neighborhood and one that could possibly 
negatively impact resale values of adjacent 

homes.                                                                                                                                              
While this issue has come up previously 

in several CDD Board meetings, it has re-

ceived much broader interest in recent 
months. At the May 8, 2013, Amenity Au-

thority Committee (AAC) meeting, the 

Committee (which has deed restriction ju-

risdiction for the Lady Lake and Lake 

County portions of The Villages) decided 

to have the ARC control the exterior re-
painting of homes, by exception. That is, 

when a property owner chooses to repaint 
their home, staff will have a color chart avail-
able for review that will provide different 

hues of various colors that have been identi-
fied as being harmonious with the color of 
homes in the community. If a property owner 

chooses to repaint their home a color outside 
the range of the color chart, the request 
would require the approval of the ARC. If a 

home is painted a color outside the color 
range without ARC approval and a complaint 
is received, it would be subject to the same 

process as any deed violation complaint. If a 
color is chosen within the color range on the 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Michael & Barbara Schiedermayer 
Realtors and Village Residents 

 

 

352-446-5299  

 

If you are buying or selling a home, choosing a 
professional realtor who knows the area  

makes a difference.  Call and ask us anything! 
 

 
 

WE KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

Repaint Bright Purple? 

http://www.poa4us.org/


PALMS* Reaction 

to Proposed  

Church  

Renovation  

JOHN 

GORRY 

Realtor 

VILLAGES RESALE SPECIALIST 

233-0664 
WWW.JOHNGORRY.COM 
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version.  

“Having said that, it is difficult to com-

ment much further, as we have little knowl-

edge of either the project’s details, design, or 

the renovated facility’s use plan. Judging 

from the rendering in the local newspaper, it 

appears that the main floor has been ex-

tended relative to the previous plan. This will 

provide better access and viewing.                     

“The COTS will thus have a seating ca-

pacity in excess of the Savannah Center (830 

seats). The additional 170 seats will provide 

added revenue to attract better talent. How-

ever, the limited capacity will certainly pro-

hibit any major offerings, including Broad-

way road shows. It is doubtful any major of-

fering would play a venue of this size and the 

ticket prices would certainly be prohibitive.                                                                                                                                      

“We fully expect the quality of construc-

tion to be at the very high level that is the 

standard in The Villages. The New Church 

on the Square will likely be a facility that we 

will be proud of. However, it leaves a great 

need unfulfilled.  The PALMS sponsored bus 

trip to “Memphis” at the Bob Carr Theater in 

Orlando sold out in less than three weeks.                                                            

“Our Vision of a 2,000 seat facility that 

could proudly present nearly all major road 

shows is unchanged.  PALMS remains open 

to collaborate with the Developer and others 

committed to excellence in the performing 

arts in the tri-county area.”  
 

*For residents relatively new to The Vil-

lages, from the PALMS web site: “After be-

ginning as the Villages Performing Arts Alli-

ance (VPAA), (later Volunteers Performing 

Arts Alliance), the group changed its name, 

vision and mission, as well as broadening its 

base, in 2010 in order to represent the tri-

county area. In uniting behind the project, 

we can celebrate the arts, improve our qual-

ity of life and build a superb community cen-

ter that we can all enjoy and take pride in. 

PALMS is working to build a world-class 

performing arts center that will bring top na-

tional entertainers to the tri-county region.  

The goal is to establish a state-of-the-art, eco

-conscious facility at a conveniently-located 

site, with adequate access and parking.  It 

will house a large main theater, plus a 

smaller “black box” theater for innovative 

works, rehearsal spaces, practice rooms, and 

meeting facilities.                                                                  

In addition to attracting big-name national 

artists and stage shows at reasonable prices, 

the center would showcase local amateur and 

professional performers. And it would be 

available for community functions, such as 

conferences and graduations.                                                               

The center would be financed by dona-

tions, grants, ticket sales and concessions. 

Professional studies have shown that there is 

widespread public support for such a facility 

in the tri-county area and that the center 

would be economically viable.   
 

PALMS, a 501C (3), not-for-profit corpo-

ration, is dedicated to working collabora-

tively with all parties interested in making 

this vision a reality.                                              □ 

We asked Bob Rutkowski, President of 

the PALMS, to provide us with a reaction to 

this announcement, which is as follows:                                                                                                     

“The Developer has recently announced 

the renovation and expansion of the Church 

on the Square (COTS) from 770 seats to 

1,000 seats.  We are pleased to see his recog-

nition of the need for improved performing 

arts facilities in The Villages.  We extend 

kudos for his generosity in funding the con-
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tect Project Scope and Architectural & 

Engineering Professional Design Services 

Proposal for the improvement projects at 

the La Hacienda Sports Pool House 

($21,400), the Chula Vista Recreation 

Center ($19,000) and the Southside Rec-

reation Center ($11,500).  

Recommendations for the Saddlebrook 

Recreation Center will be addressed at the 

AAC Budget Workshop on May 22, 

2013. 

Recommendations for the Silver Lake 

Recreation Center will be addressed at the 

regular June 12, 2013 AAC meeting. 

The AAC was advised that the appraisers 

are in the process of completing their ap-

praisal of the former El Santiago restau-

rant building and a building inspection is 

underway. A petition was received from a 

group of residents requesting the Devel-

oper utilize the El Santiago building as a 

restaurant. 

Consent Agenda: 

Contracts were awarded to ABM Services 

d/b/a OneSource Landscaping & Golf 

Services for janitorial services at the Mul-

berry Recreation Center and to Newburg 

Irrigation, Inc. for De La Vista Golf 

Course irrigation renovations. 

New Business: 

The AAC, on behalf of the residents of 

the Lady Lake and Lake County sections 

of The Villages, discussed the pros and 

cons of establishing some sort of ARC 

May 8, 2013 

AAC Meeting 
Summary 

Old Business Topics Included:  

The Lady Lake Town Commission ap-

proved the permit for the Paradise Park 

Area A project. Bid documents will be 

sent out on or around June 1, 2013. Con-

struction is anticipated to begin in late 

summer. 

The AAC approved Kimley-Horn & As-

sociates Individual Project Order Number 

11 (Tasks 1 through 3 – Bidding Assis-

tance, Construction Phase Administration 

and Closeout Administrative Services) 

for the Paradise Park Master Plan Area A.  

Bid documents are out for the Woodshop 

Parking Lot project. A staff recommenda-

tion is expected for the June 12, 2013 

AAC meeting. Construction is anticipated 

to begin July 1st. 

The AAC approved the KP Studio Archi-

review of exterior house repainting. The 

Committee directed staff to proceed with 

establishing a color palette and an excep-

tion process to address exterior altera-

tions (repainting) to homes. (See associ-

ated article on page 1). 

Informational Items:   

The Committee was informed that the 

exposed rusty pipe in Lake Paradise had 

been painted black in lieu of expending 

funds to replace it, since it is structurally 

sound. 

Beginning May 13, 2013, staff couriers 

will assume the job of posting approved 

bulletin board notices at any/all District 

postal station bulletin boards. Any no-

tices to be posted must be submitted to 

the District staff, either in person, via 

email or placed in the District drop-box 

located at the postal station, for approval. 

Please see the www.districtgov.org web-

site for guidelines and the procedure. 

Reports and Input: 

District 3 has made an additional request 

to have the AAC fund a portion of the 

multi-modal path reconstruction being 

considered at the Glenbrook gate. Staff 

will include the item on an upcoming 

agenda for consideration by the AAC and 

will provide support documentation for 

construction costs. Staff will also request 

a status update from Sumter County re-

garding a potential traffic signal installa-

tion at that intersection.   

Audience Comments: 

An audience member requested assis-

tance in renewing their Resident ID 

which has become a problem now that 

they are unable to obtain an out-of-state 

Florida driver’s license showing The Vil-

lages address. Per the current District 

procedure, non-spouse significant others 

whose legal residence is not in The Vil-

lages and cannot provide documentation 

showing co-habitation at another resi-

dence, are unable to obtain Resident IDs. 

Staff will review the situation and advise 

of any possible alternatives. 
 

PLEASE GO TO THE districtgov.org 

WEBSITE FOR THE OFFICIAL MIN-

UTES, AGENDAS AND MEETING 

SCHEDULE. 

NEXT AAC MEETING – WEDNES-

DAY June 12th, 1:30 P.M. AT THE SA-

VANNAH CENTER.                                  □ 

 

Monica Peidl, Broker/Realtor 
Villages Resident since 2003 

 
 

SALES     RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

 

 
 

Our team is ready to help you reach 
your real estate goals and we look  

forward to earning your trust! 
 

Let’s talk about what we can do for you. 

352-551-6027 
 

buenavistarealty@aol.com 
 

“Our office is conveniently located next to 
The Villages near the intersection of 

Routes 466 and 301.” 
 

Benefits available and premium amounts are based on the level 

of coverage selected.  This policy has limitations and exclu-

sions.  For costs and complete details of coverage, contact the 

agent.  Policy underwritten by Washington National Insurance 

Company, home office Carmel, IN.     Approval Code: 13-1281 
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Golf Cart Crashes  
bound on the cart path off from Odell Circle 

when she lost control, running across bushes 

near the path, which caused her Yamaha 

golf cart to tip, ejecting her from the cart..A 

witness who was in another cart trailing be-

hind added that when the driver lost control 

the cart swayed back and forth but did not 

tip completely over.  The driver suffered mi-

nor cuts and abrasions and was taken to Vil-

lages Hospital by ambulance for evaluation.         

Wednesday, May 8th – A golf cart op-

erator was traveling on Paige Place as she 

passed Hacienda Recreation Center, headed 

toward Morse Boulevard.  One of her golf 

cart tires hit the curb causing the driver to 

fall out of the cart as it overturned. The op-

erator was taken to The Villages Hospital 

with minor injuries.     

Saturday, May 11th – A golf cart opera-

tor was traveling in a “red corvette” golf cart 

on Churchill Downs in the Belvedere area 

when it flipped and ejected him. A witness 

stated that the driver suddenly swerved and 

lost control.  He suffered significant head 

injuries and was “trauma alerted” and 

flown to the new trauma center at Ocala Re-

gional Medical Center.                                □                                                                         

EJECTED FROM their golf cart who 

had injuries serious enough that they 

were transported by ambulance to a 

nearby hospital; 

fourteen golf cart occupants who fell out 

of a moving golf cart who had injuries 

serious enough that they were transported 

by ambulance to a nearby hospital. 
 

Recent reports (ONLY THOSE THAT 

INVOLVED EJECTION, FALLING OUT 

OF THE GOLF CART, AND/OR INJU-

RIES are provided) that we have received 

from Village residents, Public Safety, and 

area law enforcement. (Note: we cannot 

guarantee that the information we receive is 

completely accurate about all the details.) 
   

USE OF SEAT BELTS WILL 

KEEP YOU IN YOUR CART!   
 

Thursday, April 25th – 3:00pm – Golf 

cart operator was proceeding onto Colony 

Boulevard. When she turned the golf cart, 

her passenger "went flying out" onto Col-

ony Blvd. The passenger stated that she hit 

her head on the pavement.  She was boarded, 

collared, strapped and transported by ambu-

lance to the Villages Hospital for evaluation.                                     

Monday, May 6th  – 1:20pm –  Golf cart 

driver lost control of her cart (on the cart 

path) while rounding the curve at Odell and 

Morse near Havana Country Club.  The re-

sponding officer’s report stated that the 

driver said she was driving her cart east-

With Injuries 

The POA has made an effort to identify 

golf cart related accidents in The Villages 

which have resulted in death or serious inju-

ries.  Neither the Florida Highway Patrol nor 

local law enforcement departments keep sta-

tistics on golf cart related crashes. Therefore, 

the POA is  trying to make residents aware of 

the potential dangers that can face both golf 

cart drivers and passengers, be they on the 

golf cart trails or the roadways shared with 

automobiles and trucks. OUR MESSAGE IS 

THAT WE BELIEVE YOU MIGHT BE 

SAFER IF YOU USE A SEAT BELT, but 

the usage of seat belts in golf carts is not re-

quired by Florida Statutes so it is your 

choice.  

In 2012 we had:                                                                                                                                                         

two known fatalities, both of whom were 

golf cart passengers who fell out of or 

off of a moving golf cart;                   

seven golf cart occupants who were 

EJECTED FROM  their golf cart that 

had to be airlifted to either Shands or 

Orlando Regional Hospitals because of 

the severity of their injuries; (We have no 

knowledge as to whether any of these life 

threatening injuries resulted in an even-

tual fatality.) 

seven golf cart occupants who were 

                                            TIM BABIARZ 
                              Lawyer 

 

          •  GOLF CART CASES 

          •  MOTOR VEHICLE INCIDENTS 

          •  INJURY AND DEATH CASES 

          •  INSURANCE CLAIMS 

          •  HOSPITAL AND HOME VISITS 

     (352) 205-7599 
  FREE CONSULTATION 

 

  OAKLAND HILLS PROFESSIONAL CENTER 
  13940 US HWY 441, STE 205, THE VILLAGES 

  www.babiarzlawfirm.com 

    www.golfcartsafety.com 

 

 

Stay Safe!! 

Remember 

Father’s Day - June 16 



You may recall that last fall residents were 
notified that they may have been inadver-
tently overcharged if they had paid off their 
CDD Infrastructure bond. Staff put a process 
in place for residents to apply for a review of 
their payoff and determination of whether or 
not they were due a refund. As of May 10, 
2013, 524 residents had received refunds to-
taling $175,879. Staff estimates that there 
may still be 357 residents or former residents 
who are due refunds. Discovery of this over-
charge was a result of a diligent effort by 
resident Danny Smith. Without his persever-
ance, staff might never have known that the 
payoff calculation had a flaw which caused 
some residents to be overcharged. The POA 
would like to thank Mr. Smith on behalf of 
the 524 residents who have received refunds 
as a result of his efforts.                                                   

If you have paid off your bond and are 
unsure if you were overcharged on the inter-
est calculation, please either contact the Dis-
trict Finance Department (751-3900, atten-
tion Barbara Mercer or Sue Brems), or go to 
our web site, poa4us.org, click on archived 
Bulletins, and pull up the February 2013 is-
sue of the Bulletin. You will find a complete 
listing of property addresses which were due 
a refund on pages 21-25.  If your address is 
listed, you will find a copy of the submission 
form for reimbursement on page 26.            □             

Bond Interest  
Reimbursement  
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Do you want it done super-fast, as cheap 

as possible, with quality materials, by experi-

enced craftsmen, to last, or do you just want 

it not to leak?  
 

What you really need to know…  
 

Roofing materials cost approximately the 

same no matter who does your roof. 

Some companies use less materials and 

less expensive labor to keep their costs 

down.  

Even though companies may have been 

in business for a long time, they may be 

under new management or ownership; 

they may be doing business as another 

name due to past debts or lawsuits.  

If a roof is not installed properly, it may 

be leak free for 5 or more years before it 

starts to leak. Something as simple as a 

nail installed a few inches to one side 

may cause a future leak. If the installer 

misplaces one nail on every shingle in-

stalled on your roof, in 5 or six years, the 

roof may have hundreds of leaks seeping 

into the plywood and attic of your home.  

Caulk and roof cement used to stop a leak 

are only a temporary fix and the UV from 

the sun will dry and crack these remedies 

and the leak will continue.  

It is illegal for a handyman or unlicensed 

company to do roof repairs in Florida. 

Even a small repair or a dab of caulk is 

not allowed. By using an unlicensed per-

son, a homeowner is committing a misde-

meanor crime and is responsible for with-

holding payroll taxes and covering the 

individual with worker’s compensation 

insurance.  
 

My advice is to find someone who has 

experienced workmen who will take their 

time and use the necessary materials to build 

a long lived, leak free roof for your home. 

Rome was not built in a day, neither should 

your roof.  

Thank you,  

Pete Tsirnikas  

Bone Dry Roofing LLC  □ 

What is Important 

When Considering 

a Roofing Repair or 

Replacement?  

Thank You Again, Danny Smith 

Village 

Car Wash & Lube 
Full Service Car Wash Packages 

Professional Detailing Center 

Car, Golf Cart, Boat & Motorcycle Detailing 

Pennzoil Oil & Lube Center 

970 Bichara Blvd 
 La Plaza Grande, The Villages 

352-753-1306 
 

 

Free Car Wash with Any Oil Change 

Golf Cart 

Approved 

$2.00 OFF 

Silver or Gold Car Wash 
Not valid with other discounts   

Not interchangeable   

Expires June 30, 2013 

$1.00 OFF 

Basic or Bronze Car Wash 
Not valid with other discounts   

Not interchangeable  

Expires June 30, 2013 

Repair or replacement of Shingle, Tile,  

Metal and Rubber Roof Systems 
TPO Rubber Roof Overs. 

CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS 

Pete Tsirnikas  (352) 669-6607 

Insurance Inspections 

    Citizens Approved                 RC 29027460 

Bone Dry 
             Roofing LLC 

All of my roofers have 25 plus years experience  

roofing in Central Florida. 

Family Owned and Operated 

Licensed      Bonded      Insured 

http://www.poa4us.org


Community Watch and local law enforce-

ment officials are teaming up in a new safety 

initiative to prevent golf carts and other vehi-

cles from driving and parking on our side-

walks and other unauthorized areas. Not only 

is it in violation of District Rules, but driving 

and parking on the sidewalks is also ex-

tremely dangerous for our residents and 

guests enjoying a casual stroll through the 

community.  

Have you noticed the traffic cones that 

have been placed along our sidewalks at 

handicapped access points on the squares? 

The cones were placed there originally to dis-

courage vehicles from parking on our side-

walks. In the first phase of our new initiative 

Community Watch will remove the existing 

traffic cones. Community Watch will now 

Task Force On  

District Governance 

As We Approach 

Build Out 
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to move forward with an alternative govern-

ance structure while others elect to remain as 

is; all could remain as is; or all could join to 

form an alternative governance structure.  

Each CDD will decide its own fate.            

The Task Force Representatives are as 

follows: 
 

CDD1– Ellen Cora      CDD2 – John Blum 

CDD3– Bill Ray         CDD4 – Chuck Kazlo 

CDD5– Jerry Knoll       CDD6– John Calandro 

CDD7– Jerry Vicenti   CDD8– Jack Reimer 

CDD9– Diane Spencer                               □ 

place red and black “WARNING” signs on 

vehicles parked in unauthorized areas. The 

warnings reference District Rules and are de-

signed to educate vehicle operators of their 

parking infractions.  

Community Watch will partner with law 

enforcement in the second phase of the initia-

tive to attempt to identify and notify owners 

of vehicles parked in violation of the District 

Rules. Owners will be given the opportunity 

to move their vehicles. As a last resort, driv-

ers of vehicles repeatedly parked in violation 

of the District Rules may be prohibited ac-

cess to any District property. District staff 

states that they hope this action is not re-

quired, but the safety of our residents and 

guests must be assured.  

Please assist the District in making our 

sidewalks safe for residents and guests.        □ 

753-6440 

New or Established 

 Florida Residents 
Most plans are state specific…you owe it to 

yourself to review your plan every year. 

CALL NOW!  352-205-7178 
We can help!  We offer many plans, many companies. 

FOCAL POINT INSURANCE SERVICES 

845 Teague Trl, Ste 8, Lady Lake, FL 32159 

    • Advantage Plans  • Supplements   

    • Major Medical   • Accident Plans  

FLORIDA HEALTH PLANS 

THE VILLAGES 
$180  

Includes  

Acceptance of 

your Pet into  

our Care,  

Cremation and 

Delivery of  

Cedar Urn  

to You 

(352) 272-9555 

MaryRoseDunne@msn.com MaryRoseDunne@msn.com 

ROSE GARDEN  

PET CREMATION 
ROSE GARDEN  

PET CREMATION 

Licensed Funeral Director Licensed Funeral Director 

    Because  
   They Are 
    Part of  
Your Family                                    

A Task Force, consisting of one represen-

tative each from Districts 1 – 9, was recently 

established to have a brainstorming session 

in an effort to determine if the Districts are 

being operated in the most efficient way pos-

sible.  

This meeting is now being identified as 

the “Future Governance Brainstorming Ses-

sion” and is scheduled to take place Friday, 

June 21st @ 1:30pm @ Sea Breeze Recrea-

tion Center. (However, this is subject to 

change so if you plan to attend, check the 

districtgov.org web site calendar (top right 

corner of home page) and make sure there 

have been no changes.) 

The meeting is open to the public.  How-

ever, there will likely be no audience partici-

pation at this first session.  The intent is for 

each District representative to take their find-

ings back and report out to their own District 

Board and constituents and it is at that level 

where there will be audience input.  After all, 

any decision to modify the status quo of a 

District will have to be the decision of each 

individual Board of Supervisors.  

In other words, some CDDs could decide 

Parking in  

Unauthorized Areas 



Repaint Bright Purple? 

HONOR FLIGHT 
April, 2013 POA meeting   

Information Presentation by  

John Driscoll, Marketing Director 

we go out and back in one day returning be-

tween 10 pm and midnight.  We arrange to 

have music for them – we get the twirlers 

there, the cheerleaders, the clowns – we have 

lots of residents waving flags jumping up and 

down to welcome the vets.  
 

By the time they get off the bus they are 

just about in tears and the comment is – I 

wish this never ended - I didn’t realize peo-

ple appreciated what I did.                                                               
 

For additional information on volunteer-

ing or donating, visit villageshonorflight.org □  
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OPEN DAILY 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at Hwy 441 

2) We always need volunteers – we have all 

sorts of jobs that are available for people 

who want to assist us in completing our 

mission.                                                                                                    

3) We have a need for guardians to travel 

with each veteran. When we fly the veter-

ans, each veteran gets a guardian who 

acts as their personal valet. The guardian 

pays their own way and the cost to a 

guardian is about $400. Their responsibil-

ity is to take care of that veteran to make 

sure that he gets there safely and get back 

and do whatever the veteran wants to do.                            

4) Help us at our homecoming events.   
 
 

When WWII ended in August of 1945, the 

veterans did not come home immediately. 

There were 16M of them scattered around the 

world and they came home on transports. 

Some of them did not get back until some-

time in 1946.  We were a war weary country 

when they returned home. Vets were given a 

bus ticket and a wave goodbye. They re-

ceived no homecoming – no welcome or 

thanks for the job that they did. Honor Flight 

attempts to change that for them. When they 

return from DC we try and put on the best 

homecoming they can possibly have. We de-

part and return to the American Legion up on 

Rolling Acres and CR 466.  It’s a long day as 

chart, approval by the ARC would not be re-
quired.  For the AAC and those districts de-
ciding to require prior written approval for 

house repaintings, staff will present for board 
approval the appropriate amendments to the 
External Deed Restriction Standards and Ar-

chitectural Review Manual to implement said 
policy.   

At press time, there were indications that 

most, if not all of the numbered CDD Boards 
would likely approve a similar process for 
their jurisdictions, once they review the de-

tails to be provided by staff.                          □   

(Continued from page 3) 

Honor Flight (HF) is a national non-profit 

organization – Villages HF is a local chapter 

of the local hub.  Its mission is to fly veterans 

to Washington, D.C, to see their memorials 

without cost to them. Right now they are 

concentrating on WWII veterans because 

they are the ones that we are losing the 

quickest – we are losing between 800 and 

1,000 a day. There are about 1.1M remaining 

and these veterans are in their 80’s and 90’s 

now so HF is working against time to get 

them to Washington, D.C.                                                                                                                      

What citizens can do is as follows: 

1) If you know a veteran, in particular a 

WWII veteran, we need to get him to 

complete an application.  We’ve got 

about 200 on our waiting list this year 

and we hope to fly 200 this year, but we 

want to keep adding to that list.                                                                             



less of which county you live in, they will 

pull in the appropriate animal control 

agency.  There are strict laws on the books in 

Marion County while Lady Lake has very 

stringent dog related ordinances as does 

Sumter County.                                            □ 

Page 11 The POA Website – http://www.poa4us.org      June, 2013 

From left to right : Ketan Doshi, MD, Craig H. Reynolds, MD, Rama Balaraman, MD,  

Samuel E. Myrick, MD, Thomas H. Cartwright, MD, Maury B. Berger, MD 

streets in Sumter County and if there is one 

could it please be posted.  A) Sumter County 

has a law in The Villages that unless other-

wise posted, the speed limit is 20 miles per 

hour. Lt. Wolfe, the guest speaker, took 

down the name of the street and advised that 

the Department had had some issues in that 

area on Triggerfish, Buttonwood, St. 

Charles, Bailey Trail so they have been in 

that area very heavily and that he would add 

her street to the list.         

3) I live in a patio villa in Santo Domingo 

where the speed limit is posted at 10 mph 

and both golf carts and vehicles are going 

much faster than 20 mph.  A)  She was asked 

to provide Lt. Wolfe with the name of the 

villa following the meeting.                                                           

4) Is there any possibility that there could 

be parking for cars at the Live Oak Park?  A) 

No.  That particular property was actually 

developed because it was being used so 

much by golf carts and destroying that whole 

area so it was developed into a park area, 

with parking for golf carts only.  It was never 

designed for car parking.                       

 5) What is the policy on dog bites in The 

Villages?  A) You need to contact law en-

forcement and they will respond and regard-

$25 Gift Card 

& Coping, LLC 

& Coping, LLC  

Paradise Pavers 

352-753-2156 

“Paving Your Way 

To Paradise” 

Decorative Walls • Repairs • Re-Seals 

Free Estimates 

No Deposits Required 

Installation of your choice 
10% OFF 

Pressure Wash & Re-Seal 

March Forum 
Questions & Answers 

1) We live in the Village of Charlotte in 

the new area where they are building like 

crazy.  They come in the trucks to take the 

sand out and the dust from this sand is awful 

and when it is windy it is really bad.  People 

that have asthma in our community are get-

ting sick.  Is there something they can do.  In 

the place that I lived when they did that they 

had trucks come every day and wet down the 

sand so that it would eliminate the dust.  A) 

In the past, Janet Tutt has been a contact for 

us with the Developer and she responded that 

she would see that the Developer was con-

tacted about the problem. 

2) People on my street drive on it like it is 

a thoroughfare and Community Watch told 

me to find out who he was – follow him to 

where he lives and report it to the Sheriff 

who would then come out and give him a 

warning and then if it happened again – a 

ticket.  The problem is that if I am walking 

my dog I will not have a pencil and paper.  

So, what is the speed limit on residential 
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The minimum guaranteed interest rate is 1%. Interest rates are based on current rates and are subject to change without notice. *All rates shown are 
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Excerpts from letter from Nancy Myers: 

I'm interested in finding out more informa-

tion about the potential outsourcing of the 

Sumter County library system by the County 

Commission:  

Have county residents been asked to rate 

the services provided by the county library 

system and have they shown displeasure with 

the current program in place?   

What has been the outcome of other 

county systems throughout the country that 

are currently being run by Library Systems 

and Services ? 

Do the commissioners feel the very active 

volunteer program will stay in place if priva-

tization happens?  

same. Is there anything we can do to abort 

this looming mistake? 

Editor’s Note: We have no influence with 

the Sumter County Commission, but the resi-

dents of the County do.  We would suggest 

that anyone who wishes to maintain the status 

quo should attend the County Commission 

Workshop which is scheduled to be held at 5 

p.m. on June 18th at The Villages Sumter 

County Service Center. This issue will then 

come up for vote at the regular board meeting 

beginning at 5 p.m. on June 25th at Colony 

Cottage Recreation Center.                           □ 

I have found considerable improvements 

to the library system during the three years 

we have been living here.  

This library system still has room for im-

provement, but I fail to see how a private 

company which will be focused on profit 

making is going to be more interested in my 

long term welfare than a county operated ser-

vice monitored by locally elected officials. 

Excerpts from letter from Tom Bender:                                                                                               

I fear that the Sumter County board is 

heading in the wrong direction on the library 

issue. So far, the Sumter library focus has 

been on buildings rather than books (with 

The Villages chipping in for bricks and mor-

tar). 

There is a significant disparity in the num-

ber of books available per resident versus the 

ratio in Lake County -- so big a disparity in 

fact (about six to one, as I recall) that Lake 

County withdrew from consideration of a 

three-way agreement to share books for peo-

ple in Marion, Lake and Sumter. 

Further, when Sumter closed the library in 

Wildwood as it opened one in The 

Villages, the effect in fact was to limit the 

opportunity for kids on the lower end of the 

economic spectrum to get to the library 

(which requires them to drive). So the board 

has already put money over service to those 

in need. In the current proposal under consid-

eration (going private, which would put eco-

nomics over service) we have more of the 

L E T T E R S   TO   T H E   E D I T O R 

©2013 Each office is independently owned and operated.  Prices and  
services may vary.  E.O.E.  All trademarks are registered trademarks of  
Corporate Mutual Resources Incorporated. 

HCS #232850 

Should Sumter County 

Privatize the County 

Library System? 

New Postal Park  

Bulletin Board Procedure 
I am the Lynnhaven webmaster and regu-

larly post notices at the Lynnhaven mail-

boxes for the Lynnhaven Neighbors, Lynn-

haven Ladies, and occasionally other groups 

in our village. After I update the website, I 

adapt the information for the Bulletin Board 

and it gets posted the day I drop it off or the 

next. A copy of these guidelines has just been 

passed along to me and I have issue with:                         

  

1)  Creating another bureaucracy for post-

ing notices on the Bulletin Board and having 

to go through it to make a neighborhood 

posting (instead of my local VHA rep. provid-

ing prompt posting - especially important to 



Bulletin Board Posts 
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and posting periods that are appropriate to 

club activities and events and...appropriate 

to...a neighborhood Bulletin Board. B. Kalmin 

Editor’s Note:  Thank you for contacting 

the POA and providing your insight into the 

posting of notices at District postal facilities. 

While it sounds like you provide a very ex-

tensive and timely service to Lynnhaven resi-

dents, that is not the case for many of the 

Bulletin Boards at our 60 plus postal facili-

ties. Over the years, the posting of Bulletin 

Board notices has become very irregular and 

the posting policies have varied widely from 

one location to another, depending on who 

felt they were “in charge” and how many sets 

of keys had been distributed. While the VHA 

(Continued on page 14) 

those who don't have computers and when 

there are last minute changes concerning an 

event that needs to be posted quickly).                                                 

2)  Having notices reviewed and approved 

by one of these bureaucrats (smacks of exces-

sive control and censorship).   

3) Waiting at least 3 business days to 

"process" the request (then maybe another 

day to have it posted?).                                                                                                                        

4) Having a notice posted for 2 weeks 

only instead of 4 weeks (the cycle of our 

neighborhood events).   

5)  And what is this about "Club recruit-

ment/membership notices" not being posted. 

That is what club event notices are all about. 

What can a club post? 

6)  The priority is troublesome, as well. 

District information is disseminated through 

the newspaper, sometimes Recreation News, 

the website, the radio, the TV station, now 

you want priority over neighborhood/village 

postings on the neighborhood Bulletin 

Boards, too?                    

Who made these up rules without input 

from residents as to their practicality and 

compatibility with our resident's Villages 

lifestyle? The only thing this is compatible 

with is the convenience and availability of 

your staff. 

(Continued from page 12) 

L E T T E R S   T O   T H E   E D I T O R 
It has taken a long time to get people to 

look at the Bulletin Board, and a lot of effort 

goes into keeping relevant to our residents, 

and now you are going to institutionalize this 

too. I can't believe that other villages find 

these rules acceptable; that is, those who 

have been doing their jobs keeping the Bulle-

tin Boards up to date. 

I am hopeful that you will reconsider and 

adjust these "guidelines" to make them more 

practical and workable (from a resident's 

point of view). If the VHA president doesn't 

want to be bothered with Bulletin Boards, let 

him delegate someone else or a committee to 

do it. He doesn't have to be bothered himself. 

Our villages need local support and prompt 

response time for Bulletin Board postings, 

THE LAW OFFICES OF 

RAMSEY SMATHERS, PA  

Personal Injury 

Auto • Motorcycle • Golf Cart 

Accidents 

Free Consultation 

352-391-1545 
1950 Laurel Manor Plaza, The Villages 

"When you hire my law 

firm...you hire me." 



Bulletin Board Posts 
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approved notices will be posted as requested. 

Further, District staff will be the only review 

and approval rather than individual VHA 

volunteers having discretion to approve for 

posting at each individual Bulletin Board. 

Staff has committed to completing the review 

and posting within three days and that does 

not seem to be much of a hardship compared 

to the previous situation that often took a 

week or more, if ever. In order to assure 

space for all appropriate notices, staff deter-

mined two weeks to be a reasonable posting 

time limit.  

We suspect staff will work with you if 

there is a particular need for a longer posting 

on an exception basis. (Note: we have seen 

some notices that have been up for many 

months and even one that was up for a year 

advertising a club’s cruise). It is our belief 

from talking with staff, that club recruitment 

means notices that are meant to simply sign-

up members; no event is being announced. 

While neighborhood social club events are 

allowed to be posted, the regular general 

membership meetings of Villages-wide clubs 

would not (there are over 2000 clubs and 

their weekly, monthly or quarterly meeting 

notices would overwhelm the Bulletin 

Boards).  

With regard to the priority scheme, we 

agree with the staff. District notices are infre-

quent and provide information that generally 

ALL residents need to be aware of (bond in-

terest over payment refunds, town hall meet-

ings, construction detours, etc.). We can’t 

imagine a situation where posting District 

information will preclude the posting of local 

neighborhood announcements.                          

Again, we applaud you for the service you 

provide to the residents of Lynnhaven. This 

is not the case generally and we think the 

new procedure needs to be given a chance to 

succeed. Perhaps it may need to be adjusted 

as time goes on. In the meantime, we suggest 

you contact Carrie Duckett (753-4508) who 

oversees the process for the District. We are 

certain she can help satisfy your needs one 

way or another.                                             □ 

w/Engine, 2.0L Turbo, I4, DI, DOHC, WT &  
Preferred Equipment Group 

$2,199 due at signing (after all offers). Includes security deposit 
Tax, title, license, dealer fees and optional equipment extra. 
Mileage charge of $0.25/mile  
over 30,000 miles.   
MRSP $35,795.36. 

/MO. 36 MONTH LEASE 

had volunteered to administer the postings, 

there were many exceptions (such as Lynn-

haven, apparently). Also, there was no con-

trol over whether volunteers would actually 

post the requested notices nor if it would be 

done on a timely basis. Since the postal sta-

tions and the Bulletin Boards are owned by 

the District government (VCCDD north of 

CR 466 and by the SLCDD and the Devel-

oper south of CR 466), it was important that 

all resident requests for posting be treated in 

the same manner. To that end, District staff 

met with representatives of the VHA and 

came up with the new procedure.                                                                                    

With regard to your specific concerns, it 

is not another bureaucracy. District staff will 

be the only submission point and district 

couriers who stop at every postal station 

Monday through Friday will assure that all 

(Continued from page 13) 

L E T T E R S   T O   T H E   E D I T O R 

‘Popping’ Noises 

From The Attic 
My husband and I own a Lantana in Sun-

set Pointe.  Our block/stucco house was built 

a little over 9 years ago.  Within the past four 

months the house has exhibited cracking, 

popping and snapping noises which are pri-

marily on the bedroom side of the house.  

These noises have been increasing and are 

quite unsettling.  It is quieter in the mornings 

and in the evenings the noises are the most 

pronounced.  However, the noises are present 

(Continued on page 15) 



Be Aware!! 

Popping In Attic 
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CALL  A  

REALTOR TODAY! 

(352) 259-4900 

The Villages Sales Agents 

and that nothing was wrong with the Air 

Handlers bearings or condenser.   A. Yapaolo  

Editor’s Note:  We contacted Seniors Vs. 

Crime about this issue and were advised that 

they, “… hear similar stories fairly often 

(they are called 'up sells' - selling a lot of 

'stuff' that is not needed) which is why we 

always recommend getting multiple esti-

mates for any major purchase.  In the case 

described above, that looks like it is exactly 

what happened - the daughter secured a sec-

ond estimate before the big money was spent 

saving her family around $5600.                  □ 

Over the last few weeks my Dad’s (age 

91) health has been drastically declining, 

This past Tuesday, the AC system stopped 

working. We called an area licensed air con-

ditioning company for an estimate. Obvi-

ously, we told them about my Dad and that 

we needed this fixed ASAP so that my par-

ents and the Certified Nursing Assistants 

could be in comfort.  The technician gave us 

an estimate of $5800 saying: There was no 

Freon in the system, the condenser was 

burned out, that the fan motor was no longer 

working and that the air handler bearings 

were going.  Thus, both the air handler and 

the AC unit needed to be replaced.  They 

were scheduled to perform the installation 

the next day.  

Unfortunately, my Dad had passed away 

earlier that morning so we postponed the in-

stallation for obvious reasons. When I re-

viewed the invoice the technician had left, I 

noticed that it also included a charge for a 

new cement pad and he had made a notation 

that the homeowner was under Hospice 

Care.  So I called another AC company to get 

a second opinion.  

Turns out my parents AC system only 

needed a $110 capacitor + another $80 for 

the service charge. Yes, that means they 

"only" paid $190 to get their AC system run-

ning without issue.  The new technician said 

it did not need any Freon, the cement pad 

was not cracked nor in need of replacement 

throughout the day. 

I have contacted the Warranty Department 

on three separate occasions. Each time I have 

been given a different explanation for the 

noises.  (The house is settling, it’s the wind, 

and it’s temperature variations.) During the 

last contact I was given the name of the 

framer. I spoke with him and was told these 

noises are normal. This I find extremely diffi-

cult to believe.                      

I wonder if other property owners have 

experienced popping, cracking, and/or snap-

ping noises in their attics/walls, and most im-

portantly, has anyone DETERMINED THE 

CAUSE and “THE FIX”.  

I look forward to hearing from you and 

greatly appreciate your assistance. C. Cusack 

Editor’s Note:  If any of our readers have 

or are having a similar problem we would 

really appreciate hearing from you especially 

if you have been able to determine the cause 

and the “fix” (poa4us@hotmail.com) .        □ 

(Continued from page 14) 

 *Valid in Lady Lake & Villages. Exclusions apply, call for details. 

                             Lic. #CRC1330727 

L E T T E R S   T O   T H E   E D I T O R 

I'm hoping you will spread the word about 

this story so that other Senior Citizens/people 

are not taken advantage by this practice. 

Up Selling Contractors 
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Double Billing Scam 

L E T T E R S   T O   T H E   E D I T O R 
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I recently got out of the hospital and 

shortly thereafter I received a bill for $34.58 

from an Emergency Services company for an 

emergency room doctor’s services.  I subse-

quently called the Service and they said they 

would check into this and correct as neces-

sary, but I should call back in 30 days.  I 

  
An evening of Mind Games, Comedy and Magic 

  
It’s all about SEX, DRUGS and GETTING OLD @ 7PM  $15 

Someplace special to play,  shop, dine, stay... 

Lightning Matters  
By Len Hathaway - Study Group on Lightning 

The National Weather Service 

(NWS) has designated June 23-29, 

2013, as LIGHTNING SAFETY 

AWARENESS WEEK to highlight 

the dangers of lightning in advance of 

the peak lightning months of June, 

July, August, and September.   
 

This is particularly important to residents 

of Central Florida as this state is the Light-

ning Capital of the US. 

This year Lightning Safety Awareness 

Week coincides with the 261th anniversary of 

Benjamin Franklin’s famous kite experiment 

in Philadelphia. Franklin’s work began the 

study of lightning that continues to this day 

by academia and most appropriately by the 

University of Florida, Gainesville, and at 

their International Center for Lightning Re-

search & Testing at Camp Blanding. 
 

Personal Lightning Safety  
 

OUTDOORS - NWS’s theme is “When 

Thunder Roars Go Indoors!”  Good advice. 
(Continued on page 17) 

Blinds Plus Shutters 
“QUALITY FOR LESS” 

(352) 430-7200 

GRABER 
EVERY HOME A GALLERY.  EVERY WINDOW A CANVAS 

 

Villagers Special 
 

POA Discount of 20% 
 

(must present coupon) 

 

tried to call, but didn't reach anyone who 

could help.  I only received the one bill.  A 

month later, I received a statement for $65.00 

from a collection agency. Since I am on 

Medicare I called on my AARP Supplement 

to see if I owed this bill.  They assured me 

that this bill had been paid by direct deposit 

on January 4, 2013.  This kind of scam has 

got to be stopped. They are taking advantage 

of seniors who want to do the right thing, 

pride themselves in their credit rating and are 

good citizens.        Dennis & Charlotte Haller 
 

Editor’s Note:  We contacted Seniors Vs. 

Crime about this issue and they advised us 

that they have received many complaints 

about double billings, collection letters, 

etc. for bills that were not owed as they had 

been paid by the insurance company.  If this 

happens to you, contact Seniors Vs. Crime 

and they will provide you with a “canned” 

form letter to use to contest unwarranted bills 

and exercise your rights under various debt 

collection statutes.  (You can find their con-

tact information on page 20 at the end of 

their column.                                                 □  



Lightning Matters 

To reduce your risk you need to recognize 

that no place is absolutely safe, but some, 

such as homes and large enclosed substan-

tially constructed buildings, particularly 

those with lightning protection systems 

(rods), are better than others. 

NWS data places the annual number of 

US lightning fatalities at 60 (and injuries 

around 400) and Florida leads all other states 

in fatalities.  Many more people are struck 

and survive but may suffer long-term injuries 

such as sleep disorders, memory loss, 

chronic pain, muscle spasms, depression, and 

more. 

Pro golfer Lee Trevino was struck by 

lightning while playing in the 1975 Western 

Open in Oak Brook, IL. His injuries included 

permanent damage to his flexibility and sen-

sitivity of the vertebrae in his lower back. 

Remember, it is up to the golfer to decide 

when his or her safety may be in jeopardy. 

The US Golf Association rules state that any 

player has the right to stop play if that player 

believes there is a danger from lightning. 

Therefore, seek shelter; avoid trees, 

bleachers, metal fences, dugouts, open picnic 

shelters, flag poles, street lights, hill tops, 

softball & polo fields, tennis & pickleball 

courts, shuffleboard, bocce, basketball, & 

horseshoe venues, convertibles, bicycles, 

motorcycles, power lines, fishing, high 

(Continued from page 16) 
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For as little as $8.50 per tape!! 

We Can Convert 
VHS, VHSC, BETA, HI-8  

and Mini-DV Videotapes  

to DVD 

We Offer Great Rates 

on 8mm film conversion & slides, too 

Custom Video Taping for Birthday or Anniversary 
Parties, or other Special Occasions. 

Call for Quotes:  352-750-2755 
Owned & Operated by Village Resident 

SAVING PRECIOUS 

MEMORIES 

 

ground, bodies of water including swimming 

pools, and GOLF CARTS. 
 

INDOORS - Once you are in a home or 

substantial building there may still be a light-

ning threat to your personal safety.  There-

fore, you need to avoid corded telephones, 

electrical equipment, windows, metal doors, 

metal door/window frames and plumbing fix-

tures.  In 2009, a local social networking web 

site reported that a Villager was injured while 

taking a shower when his home was struck by 

lightning. In 2012 we had a near miss when a 

resident who was using a corded telephone 

and standing under a solar tube that was 

struck by lightning. 
 

For More Information 
 

For information on other lightning related 

issues such as lightning protection systems 

(commonly called lightning rods) and surge 

protection see the Lightning Matters columns 

in the archived issues of the POA Bulletin 

that can be found on the POA4US.Org web-

site.                                         

If your club or organization would benefit 

from a free non-commercial Power Point 

presentation, Lightning Tips for Villagers, 

that addresses personal safety, residential 

considerations, and lightning surges to elec-

tronic equipment  contact me at 

LHATHA@AOL.COM or my colleague Bob 

Freeman at STALIT1@AOL.COM.             □ 

Financial Advisor 
 

10935 SE 177th Place Suite 204 

Summerfield, FL   34491 

352-750-2800 

MAKING  SENSE  OF INVESTING 

 Member SIPC 

mailto:LHATHA@AOL.COM
mailto:STALIT1@AOL.COM


Seniors Vs. Crime 
Leading the Fight Against Scams 

A Layman’s Guide  

To Florida’s  

Construction Lien Law 
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Mowing, Trimming 

Shrubs, Weeding, 

Mulching, etc…  

 

Phone Fermin at 

352-630-7705 

               Mike Collop 

Village Mover 
Old Fashion Quality Moving Experience 

 

We Sell All Moving Supplies! 

• Packing   • Paper   • Boxes 

352-751-2750 
611 North Dixie Ave. 

Fruitland Park, FL  34731 

352-259-0131 

EMBROIDERY 

Audrey Ann Originals 

PROFESSIONAL 

Screen Printing, Creative Custom Logos 
for Clubs & Businesses 

20+ years in Business 

 Please visit our website @ audreyannoriginals.com 

Polo Shirts 

Hats                   Tee Shirts 

               Golf Towels 
LOWEST PRICES & BEST SERVICE 

 50 

Far too often, Villagers come to Seniors 

Vs. Crime with questions involving a lien 

that has been placed on their home.  Florida’s 

Lien Law (FS §713) is quite complex.   

You MAY need qualified legal ad-

vice to navigate the morass of this law. 
Since many of us know little to nothing 

about this law, this guide gives you some un-

derstanding of a rather complex law.  And 

there are things you can do to protect your-

self and your property from a lien.  Read on 

to learn more! 

A lien is used because the artisan cannot 

“take back” their work.  For example, if a 

Painter painted your home and you refused to 

pay, the Painter can not “repossess” the paint.  

Construction liens are designed to protect 

professionals from the risk of not being paid 

for services rendered. 

If you are not satisfied with the work done 

by the contractor or professional, simply not 

paying the bill will not resolve the issue.  

You should approach the contractor about the 

quality of service and what can be done to 

rectify the issue.   

Seniors Vs. Crime may be able to assist 

you with this negotiation. 

What is a Construction Lien? 

It is a claim made against a property by a 

contractor, subcontractor, supplier or other 

professional who has supplied labor and/or 

materials for work on that property.  While 

the lien is in effect, the title to the property is 

not clear, and the owner cannot sell or trans-

fer the property.  Construction liens are a 

mechanism which construction professionals 

can use to insure payment.  If payment is not 

forthcoming, the property can potentially be 

seized and sold to satisfy debts. 

(Continued on page 19) 

 Mention this promo code: POA01 

   Your Local Authorized DIRECTV Dealer 
   ©2013 DIRECTV, Inc. DIRECTV and the Cyclone Design logo are registered Trademarks of DIRECTV, INC. 

732 S US Hwy 441, Lady Lake 

http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-lien.htm
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ASTHMA? 
 ALLERGIES? 

NASA Certified, Documented Results 

 
Eliminates Bacteria, Fungus, Mold & Dust 

 

10%  

DISCOUNT 

For Villages Residents 

FREE  
352-272-9196 

What are you breathing in your home?? 

Mold, Mildew, Allergens, Chemicals?? 

Quality Air Analysis & 30 Day 
Trial of Whole House System 

BEFORE you make your final payment 

on the contract, require your contractor to 

give you a final payment affidavit stating that 

all subs and suppliers working for him/her on 

your job have been paid in full or, if money 

is still owed, how much and to whom.  This 

is commonly called a Release of Lien form 

and is officially titled a Contractor’s Final 

Payment Affidavit. 

There is no preprinted form for this re-

lease (affidavit) but there is a required format 

in the law.  Suggested wording for the affida-

vit is contained in FL Statute §713.06(3)(d)

(Continued on page 20) 

* No Claim Forms to Fill Out 

* Diabetic Shoes with Custom Orthotics 
* Custom Fitting IN YOUR HOME! 

DON’T DELAY...CALL TODAY!! 

     You may qualify for these 

             AT  little to no cost... 

quired notice to protect the subcontractor’s 

rights to file a lien if necessary.  It is not a 

notice that he or she will file a lien. 
 

Does a Construction Lien Mean I Owe 

The Debt? 

No!  It is only a claim.  If you dispute the 

claim, you have the right to have that dispute 

settled in court.  Since a lien is not a proven 

debt, it should not affect your credit rating.  

However, until the claim is settled, your 

property may be encumbered. 
 

How can I protect myself against a 

Construction Lien? 

Who can file a Construction Lien 

against my property? 

Also known as a mechanic's lien, a con-

struction lien can be filed by anyone who is 

involved in making improvements to a prop-

erty.  If a contractor has used subcontractors 

or other suppliers and has not paid them, they 

could use a lien to insure payment is made to 

them by you. 

You may receive something titled “Notice 

To Owner”.  This is nothing more than a re-

(Continued from page 18) 

Seniors Vs. Crime 

Summerfield 
Shops of Stonecrest 

 

(352) 347-9201 
  

Sharon Ward  

The Villages 
Palm Ridge Plaza 

 

(352)259-3825  
 

Stephanie Winfrey 

    Fla. Seller of Travel Ref. No. ST38202 

http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-mechanics-lien.htm


Seniors Vs. Crime 
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No Deductibles  ~  Unlimited Service Calls 

All Labor Charges  ~  All Functional parts 

*For appliances up to 10 years old.   

Offer extended through June 30, 2013 

BROWARD  FACTORY SERVICE 
Sales  -  Service  -  Contracts 

Licenses:    CAC057400    ES0000336    CFC056867  

15980 S US Hwy 441 -  Summerfield 

BrowardFactory.com (352) 307-5100 

  SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 

         Call us or check our  

      website for details of the  

           Villagers Special 

 

Villages1.com will donate 
8oz of Food when you go 
online and choose Family 

or Animal.   

2013 
40 

Our Gardening Column:  

Spanish Moss 
by Anne Lambrecht, Master Gardener 

annegarden@embarqmail.com 

Neither Spanish nor a true moss, Spanish 

Moss (Tillandsia usneoides) is an air plant or 

what is called an epiphyte, in the Bromeliad 

family, a cousin of the pineapple.  It’s that 

gray “fuzzy” stuff, a familiar part of Florida’s 

environment, hanging off trees and landscape 

plants.  Air plants are not parasites; they grow 

on other plants but do not rely on them for 

nutrients.  They take nutrients from the air 

and debris that collects on the plant.  Spanish 

moss grows well in areas with low light, little 

airflow, and high humidity, which is com-

monly provided by southern shade trees, of-

ten the Southern Live Oak and the Bald Cy-

press.                                                          

Although Spanish moss prefers moist en-

vironments, its ability to trap water lets it sur-

vive dry periods.  The plant can also go dor-

mant until moisture conditions improve.                                    

The plant consists of a slender stem bearing 

alternate thin, curved or curly “leaves” (.8-2”) 

long that grow in chain-like fashion to form 

hanging structures up to 18 feet in length.  Its 

(Continued on page 21) 

lawyer to insure that clearance of the lien is 

recorded properly. 
 

Can I shorten that one year timeframe? 

Yes, but you will need a lawyer.  If you 

dispute the lien (the claim), you have the 

right to demand a court hearing.  Once you 

serve notice that you contest the lien, the 

contractor must institute a suit to enforce his 

or her lien within 60 days after service of 

such notice or the lien shall be extinguished 

automatically. 

Construction lien law is complicated.  

Don’t be panicked into an unwise payment 

decision just because someone placed a lien 

on your property. Check out your options.  

Try to resolve the dispute without resorting 

to court action. When in doubt as to what 

you can to do to protect your interests, con-

tact your nearest Seniors Vs. Crime office in 

The Villages for advice or assistance.  Keep 

in mind that there is never a charge for their 

services. They can be reached at 352-753-

7775 in Marion County Sheriff’s Office or 

352-689-4600, Ext. 4606 in Sumter County 

Sheriff’s Office. Volunteers at both offices 

are ready, willing and able to assist you.       □ 

(1).  You may need legal assistance to insure 

that a Release of Lien is legally correct. 
 

Within what timeframe can a Construc-

tion Lien be filed? 

In general, it should be filed within two 

months of the work being finished.  How-

ever, suppliers or subcontractors may file 

when their portion of the contract is finished.  

There is some “wiggle room” in the law 

around the meaning of “finished” so if this is 

a significant item in your dispute, you may 

need competent legal advice to interpret the 

law. 
 

How long will a Construction Lien last? 

Generally, a Construction Lien is valid for 

one year from the date it was filed.  Within 

that time, the contractor must take you to 

court and prove his/her claim.  If, within that 

year, the lien is not cleared by a settlement or 

a court action, it will expire.  You may need a 

(Continued from page 19) 

Atlantic Hurricane Season 

Begins June 1 
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MOVED.  That’s the plan right now.   And if 

I never tell him, the Husband won’t know 

unless he decides to go outside.                                          

A cousin to Spanish moss, Ball Moss 

(Tillandsia recurvata) is a flowering plant that 

grows in a spheroid shape ranging from a golf 

ball to a soccer ball.  The little blue-brown 

flowers spew their lighter-than-air dandelion 

like seeds that fly through the air and stick to 

anything in their path.  I think they are quite 

pretty.  A friend of mine carried a large Ball 

moss home to Connecticut.  If she keeps it 

outside during the winter, it will die since 

Ball moss is sensitive to freezing, particularly 

when moist.                                                                                                                 

Spanish moss has been used for various 

purposes, including building insulation, 

mulch, packing material, and mattress stuff-

(Continued on page 22) 

flowers are inconspicuous (I’ve never seen a 

flower).  You can actually eat the newest 

“branch”, the one in the middle of the chain.  

I’ve tried it and it’s good but you’d have to 

do an awful lot of hunting and gathering to 

make a meal of it.                                                                                                     

Spanish moss does not have any roots.  It 

attaches by wrapping its stems around a sur-

face.  Many homeowners think that Spanish 

moss kills their trees.  University of Florida 

professors tell us that this is not the case be-

cause the moss is not parasitic.  The only 

thing Spanish moss uses the trees for is sup-

port.  If you observe tree decline after heavy 

infestations of Spanish moss, the trees are 

usually declining because of a different fac-

tor.  Heavy moss on a tree can shade leaves 

and slow growth, even preventing photosyn-

thesis from occurring.  Spanish moss can 

also increase wind resistance which can 

prove fatal to the host tree in a hurricane.  

(Continued from page 20) 

Healthy trees will grow faster than the moss.  

If you want to remove Spanish moss, have an 

arborist remove it by hand (cha-ching).  

However, it will grow back after a while.  

Another way to remove Spanish moss is by 

spraying copper sulfide which is very costly 

and also temporary.                            

Spanish moss shelters a number of crea-

tures, including rat snakes and three species 

of bats (oh goody).  One species of jumping 

spider, Pelegrina tillandsiae has been found 

only on Spanish moss.                                                                                                                                                   

When the Husband and I first moved to 

our Villages home, the huge 200 year old 

Southern Live Oak out back hardly had any 

Spanish moss on it.  Our yard was formerly a 

pasture or melon patch.  As the turf and land-

scaping went in beneath the tree, more and 

more Spanish moss made a home on the 

tree’s branches.  This means that the tree is 

stressed out.  This stress is caused because 

the tree’s root system is competing with the 

turf for water and nutrients.  The solution is 

very easy for me.  The TURF MUST BE RE-

Spanish Moss 

699 W Lady  

Lake Blvd 

Lady Lake, FL 

We are a non-smoking post &  

the second largest post in the world. 

We are looking for new members. 

Please stop by & visit with us. 
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Call for Your In-Home  

Appointment TODAY! 

in The Villages,  

CALL 787-4603 

UP TO UP TO   

30% OFF30% OFF 
Select Items* 

    *Not valid w/any other discount, coupon or promotion. 

Fitness Challenge 
Take The Walk!! 

By Judi Da Costa, Personal Trainer  

exercise2gether@aol.com 

While you are walking, have you ever 

caught yourself constantly looking down to-

ward the ground?  

Sometimes we do this in case there is 

something we could trip over, but sometimes 

you might find that you forget to look up 

again, or maybe you don't even realize that's 

what you are doing. This is a common issue, 

but one you want to try and correct as con-

stantly looking down is putting undue pres-

sure on your neck, allowing your upper back 

and shoulders to round, and ultimately put-

ting pressure on your lower back.  

So next time you walk, keep your abdomi-

nals in, shoulders back, and head up! 

And.....enjoy the beautiful views we have 

here in The Villages.                                    □ 

Recently there has been significant drama 

going on at the house.  The Husband saw a 

commercial for a back-pack sprayer of 

Round Up with bonus flame thrower for kill-

ing plants and is keen to order.  I stole the 

address from his desk and will blame it on 

visiting grandchildren.                                  □ 

     

 

Anxiety, Weight, Smoking, Other Issues 

Most Insurances Accepted 

June N. Steinbock, LCSW, CACH 
State Licensed & Certified - Village Resident  

Spanish Moss 
ing. The expression “don’t let the bedbugs 

bite” comes from the bites of nearly invisible 

red bugs, or chiggers that are found in Span-

ish moss.                                       

In the early 1900s Spanish moss was used 

commercially in the padding of car seats.  In 

1939 over 10,000 tons of processed Spanish 

moss was produced.  It is still collected today 

in smaller quantities for use in arts and crafts 

projects.  It is also used by some as the filling 

for traditional voodoo dolls (yikes!). My 

neighbor wanted to get some for a craft pro-

ject and in order to remove any bugs, put it in 

the microwave and started a fire.  An easier 

(and less flammable) way is to put the Span-

ish moss in a tub of water with a little bleach 

then dry it out.                                      

(Continued from page 21) 

 

Bill Bryan Kia 
9039 S. US Hwy 441 Leesburg, FL  

Sales: 352-321-3093   
Service: 888-349-3596    

"Where the people  

make the difference!"  

http://www.billbryankia.com/dealership/directions.htm
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IT Tech      Ken Copp               751-0086 
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Webmaster       John Donahe         750-3093 

Hall of Fame       Myron Henry       205-8849 
 

POA E-mails     poa4us@hotmail.com  
 

Website     www.poa4us.org 
 

Bulletin Delivery   

E-mail: delivery@poa4us.org 

Phone: Shelley Pfaff  352-325-1540  
 

POA telephone     352-753-5069  

Page 23 The POA Website – http://www.poa4us.org      June, 2013 

Ollie’s Frozen Custard 

Open Noon-10pm Daily Phone 259-3568 

“If you like Ice Cream-you’ll love Ollie’s” 

$.50 cent off your order  
with this coupon - expires June 30 

 

Sign up for Ollie’s E-mail @ OlliesUSA.com 
Get Discount Coupons sent to you 

Next to First Watch in The Spanish Plaines Center 

Members of the 

POA Hall of Fame 
 

2004  Russ Day 

 Eva Hawkins 

       William Rich, Jr. 

 Glen Swindler 

 Jean Tuttle 

2005 Sadie Woollard 

2006 Charlie Harvey 

 Carol Kope 

 Frank Renner 

2007 Rose Harvey 

 Dorothy Hokr 

2008 Ray and Lori Micucci 

 Win Shook 

2009 Dorothy Morehouse-Beeney 

 Vinnie Palmisano 

2011 Pete Cacioppo 

 Betty Cunningham 

2012                Joe Gorman 

Johnny Rockets  
Kiley & Sons Plumbing  
Kitty Camp & Resorts 
Kilwin’s Chocolate and Ice Cream  
L. Rae Jewelry Appraisal Services 
Lint Factor, LLC  
Massage Therapy  
Minami Granite Designs Inc. 
MOE'S Southwest Grill  
Odd’s & Errands by Paula 
Ollie's Frozen Custard  
Painting & Handyman Services  
Panda Express  
Plaza Jewelers 
Sparr Building & Farm Supply 
The UK Shoppe 
Tip Top Tree Experts  
Tri-County Landscaping  
Tri-County Tile & Home Improvements  
Ultimate Handyman Services 
Vic's Embers 
Villages Apparel  
Villages Car Wash and Lube 
Villagers Home Watch 
Weed Getter Landscaping & Lawn Mainte-
nance  
Wholesale Computer Components                □                                            

POA Discount  
Partner Program 

 

Advertisers: For Ad Rates and  

More Information, Please Contact 

Richie Hausner 
 

POA Advertising Independent Sales Rep. 
 

352-446-4186 
rhausnerpoa@hotmail.com 

This program is a continuing benefit for 

POA members. Show your current year 

POA membership card to the Discount 

Partners listed on this page. Visit 

POA4US.ORG for details. Please say 

“thanks” to our Discount Partners for 

participating in this program.  

 

All Things Fine 
Alpha & Omega Insurance Group 
Andrew's Air Conditioning  
Basile Drywall Repair  
BatteryWeb.com  
Charley Bars By Jack 
Chick-fil-A 
Comfort Suites 
Cozco Handcrafts  
Custom Screens  
Decorating Den in The Villages 
East Coast Flooring  
Easy-Go Painting & Maintenance 
Edible Arrangements 
Flags & Flag Poles  
Friar Tax Preparation Service 
Funtime Piano or Keyboard Lessons 
Gold Plating Plus+ 
Golf Cart and Club Security System  
Golf Clubs & Bag Lock. 
Grandma’s Crafts & Treasures  
Haagen Dazs  
Home Power Washing 
I. Stern & Co. 
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service 

Village Paw Spa 
352-751-5711 

A Country Club For Pets 
 

Villages Largest 

Premier Facility 

Grooming 

Boarding/Daycare 

Private Suites/Infant Beds 

Stereo and T.V.s 

            40 yrs. Experience 

Master Groomer and Vet 

            EXPANDING  
        Into The Villages!! 

352-207-8542 

  

 

 
 
 

Baylee Plaza, Unit 204, Hwy 441 
 

FREE CURRENT MARKET ANALYSIS 

 

LakeWeirRealty.com 

Starting from $999 
      For New or Older Homes 
     Complete Vacuum System 

     352-391-4842 

Central Vacuum Systems, LLC 
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