
Villages Multi-Modal 
Paths and Roadways  

Users and Enforcement 
CDDs 1 – 11 were developed as mixed-use 

retirement communities pursuant to County 
and State approved Development Orders 
(DOs). These DOs require that the Districts 
provide non-automotive, non-vehicular, multi-
modal paths for bicycles, pedestrians, skaters 
and golf carts. The intent of the DOs is to pro-
vide a uniform system of multi-modal paths 
(MMPs) throughout the Districts as alternative 
transportation routes for residents to access 
The Villages' numerous golf courses and 
amenities.                                                    

In the summer of 2010, District Attorney 
Valerie Fuchs was asked to provide the Dis-
tricts with a legal opinion as to whether or not 
there were other means of conveyances that 
could use the MMPs, since the DO's only spe-
cifically name bicycles, pedestrians, skaters and 
golf carts as legal users. She provided a legal 
analysis advising that it was her opinion that 
Segways, street legal golf carts and low speed 
vehicles (LSVs) were legal users of the MMPs, 
and that motorcycles and mopeds were not as 
they were both defined as vehicular.  

(For the full legal opinion go to the District 
Government website, districtgov.org, scroll 
down and click on "Share the Path".)                           

However, Community Development Dis-
tricts (CDDs) do not possess any law enforce-
ment powers, and therefore have no authority 
to enforce speed limits and other restrictions.  
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When approached for assistance in speed 
control and other restrictions, Lt. Wolfe, of the 
Sumter County Sheriff's Department (SCSD), 
advised that its attorney had opined that the 
Districts' MMPs do not meet the statutory defi-
nitions of "streets", "highways" or "roads" and 
therefore the Department does not have juris-
diction to install or enforce any traffic control 
devices.  

However, at a recent POA meeting, Lt. 
Siemer, the District Supervisor for the SCSD, 
advised the audience that, while they cannot 
issue speeding tickets on the MMPs, they can 
issue DUIs on the MMPs.                       

We understand that a possible solution to 
this enforcement dilemma is to seek a legisla-

Update on New Tax Changes 
for the 2015 Tax Year 

 John Krier, District Coordinator of   
AARP TAX AIDE  

tive change to Chapter 316 of the Florida Stat-
utes to expand the traffic control and enforce-
ment jurisdiction of local law enforcement 
agencies to extend to MMPs that are open to 
the public. That way the 20MPH speed limit 
on the MMPs could actually be enforced. 

 

RULES ON THE MULTI-MODAL PATHS 
AND LAWS ON THE ROADWAYS 

Lt. Siemer was our guest speaker at a re-
cent POA meeting. He was asked to speak 
about pedestrian, bicycle and golf cart laws. A 
summary of his presentation follows:  

(Continued on page 2) 

One of the really neat things about The Vil-
lages is that we have thousands of clubs to 
choose from for our personal enjoyment, en-
hancement and enrichment. Perhaps the most 
loved are those that wrap us up in our rich na-
tional heritages. We treasure our ancestry, be 
it Irish, German, Italian, etc.  

(Continued on page 7) 

'Tis The Time  
to Be Irish! 

by Jim Buchhofer on behalf  
of the Residents Parade Committee 



POA  
Mission Statement 
 

The Property Owners' Association of The 
Villages is an independent organization devoted 
to our home ownership experience.  

The Vision/Objective of the POA is to make 
The Villages an even better place in which to 
live, where Residents' Rights are respected, and 
local governments are responsive to the needs 
and interests of residents. 

The POA serves Villagers through programs 
of education, research, analysis, representation, 
advocacy, and legislative action. 

The POA also functions as a "watchdog" or-
ganization overseeing the actions of our Devel-
oper and our local governments. 

Specific POA attention is focused on housing, 
community, neighborhood, and local government 
issues. Special emphasis is focused on the 
Amenity Authority Committee (AAC), our Com-
munity Development Districts (CDDs), the Flori-
da Chapter 190 law that regulates CDD opera-
tions, and our Developer. 

The POA has no ties or obligations to the De-
veloper of The Villages which might compro-
mise the POA position or its advocacy of Resi-
dents' Rights. 

The POA, founded in 1975, is the original 
homeowners' organization in The Villages. Mem-
bership is open to all Villages residents.      □ 

 

The Villages  
Residents' 

Bill of Rights 
 

 RESIDENTS have RIGHTS to: 
1. Be treated in a respectful, fair, and respon-

sive manner by the Developer and our local 
government officials. 

2. Have decision making authority for im-
portant issues in our community. 

3. Elect our top government officials and ap-
prove appointments of the top administrative 
officials in our community. 

4. Approve major purchases of common prop-
erty and the related debt obligations assumed 
by residents. 

5. Have local governments that are free of any 
conflict of interest issues. 

6. Be charged honest monthly amenity fees that 
are used only for the stated purposes. 

7. Receive full disclosure when purchasing a 
home here in The Villages. 

8. Receive an objective market appraisal for 
major purchases of common property. 

9. Receive objective, unbiased, unslanted news 
reporting from local news sources. 

10. Be informed beforehand by the Developer on 
any major change in our community.      □ 
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The POA Bulletin is published monthly by the 
Property Owners' Association of The Villages, Inc. 
Articles represent the opinion of the POA or the writer, 
and Letters to the Editor postings represent the opin-
ions of the writers. Care is taken to ensure that facts 
reported herein are true and accurate to the best 
knowledge of the POA and are taken from reliable 
sources.  

The POA assumes no liability for any information 
published, opinions expressed, or delivery to any per-
son or location. The POA does not endorse or recom-
mend the products or services of any advertiser or dis-
count partner. All publication rights are reserved. Pub-
lication or reprinting of any material contained herein 
is by written permission only. 

He reminded us that all of these laws are 
enforceable on the roadways, but not all of 
them are enforceable on the MMPs. The MMPs 
are the private property paths that are not at-
tached to the roadway.  

The SCSD will enforce DUI laws on the 
MMPs. Note that you can get a DUI in any type 
of vehicle – golf carts and even bicycles. They 
can issue DUI's on the MMPs because the state 
law says that you cannot operate a vehicle 
while drinking alcohol or while intoxicated 
anywhere in the state of Florida, not just on 
the roadways, but on private property as well.                                                         

 

 

PEDESTRIANS: They must use the side-
walk when one is provided. If there is no side-
walk, they must walk on the left hand side of 
the road against traffic. They must move to 
single file when there is oncoming traffic. Pe-
destrians must cross a road at a right angle 
unless otherwise authorized by a traffic con-
trol device, and when crossing streets not at a 
crosswalk, they must yield to vehicles. Even if 
you are using a crosswalk, a pedestrian shall 
not suddenly leave a curb or other place of 
safety, walk or run into the path of a vehicle 
which is so close that it is impossible for a 
driver to yield.                                                         

 

 

BICYCLES: Bicycles always go with traf-
fic. When you are driving or operating a vehi-
cle (a car) on a roadway, and you are coming 
up to a bicycle that is in the same lane that you 
are in, and you want to pass that bicycle be-
cause they are going slower than the speed lim-
it, you must give them at least three feet. That 
is just a safety rule for everyone. If there is a 
second lane, use that lane to pass. The law 
states the roads must be a standard width. 
(However, the roads in The Villages are a sub-
standard width, a little bit narrower, so it might 

(Continued from page 1) 

appear that the bicycle riders are taking more 
width and straying from the far right lane.)                                                  

Bicycles can ride two abreast, side by side, as 
long as they are not impeding the flow of traffic. 
So, if the speed limit is 30MPH, and the bicy-
clists cannot maintain the 30MPH speed, they 
have to ride in single file. You cannot ride more 
than two abreast. If you are under the age of 16, 
you must wear a helmet. Lt. Siemer recom-
mended that everyone wear a helmet.  

Bicycles are required to stop at all stop 
signs, even if they are riding in a group. All 
bicyclists have to stop at a stop sign and can 
receive a traffic ticket if they do not. You can-
not have the first person stop and then wave 
the rest of the group through - everyone has to 
stop. Again, remember, you can get a DUI on 
a bicycle too.                    

 

 

GOLF CARTS: Golf carts can only oper-
ate on roadways where the posted speed limit 
is 30MPH or less. LSVs and street legal golf 
carts can operate on roadways where the post-
ed speed limits is 35MPH or less. Golf carts 
must use the MMPs where they are provided 
and they must ride on the far right-hand side 
edge of the roadway where they are not.  

NOTE - for all of the 'golf cart mechanics' 
out there: Golf carts cannot be capable of 
exceeding 20MPH. People think that "as long 
as I'm only doing 20MPH on the roadways, it's 
ok if my cart can go faster". That is not what 
the state law says. The state law actually says 
your golf cart cannot have the capability of 
exceeding 20MPH. So don't think you can 
travel 20MPH on the roadways and then get 
on the golf cart path and go as fast as your 
cart will go. It is a misdemeanor resulting in a 
criminal citation if your golf cart can exceed 
20MPH. The citation requires a mandatory 
court appearance, and it is very expensive. Fines 
can be up to $500 and the judge can make you 
prove that the speed capability of the cart has 

(Continued on page 4) 



IF YOU READ THE BULLETIN,  
WE URGE YOU TO JOIN THE POA.   

Paying a membership fee of $10.00 per 
year is an investment in your future as you 
will be helping to keep the POA financially 
sound and your membership numbers will in-
crease our "clout" if action needs to be taken.                                           

The POA membership year runs from Jan-
uary 1 through December 31. POA members 
have access to discounts provided by our Dis-
count Partners (See page 23). POA members 
who have provided us with an email address 
will receive our monthly POA Email News-

If You Appreciate the Efforts the POA Makes on Your Behalf, You Can Show Us Now!  
Send in Your Membership Application Today!  
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THE POA HAS YOUR BACK, DO YOU HAVE OURS?  

□ One year - 2016 - $10 per/household 

□ Two years - 2016/2017 - $20 per/household 
□ Three years - 2016/2017/2018 - $30 per/household 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE POA  

POA 2016 AND BEYOND MEMBERSHIP & CONTRIBUTION FORM 
Please complete each section and return to: The POA, P.O. Box 386, Oxford, FL 34484             

□ New Member     □ Renewal     Number of People in Household: _____ 
 

PLEASE PRINT! or Use the ONLINE FORM found on our website POA4US.ORG 
 
 

NAME(S)(1)_______________________________________________________________________________ 
(SAME LAST NAME) 

 

NAME(S)(2)_______________________________________________________________________________ 
(DIFFERENT LAST NAME) 

 

 

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

VILLAGE_____________________________________________VILLAGES ID#________________ 
 

  
 CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE__________________________________________________ 

 
 

PHONE __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

EMAIL __________________________________________________________________________________ 
(We respect your privacy. Your email address is for POA Official use ONLY) 

 
 MEMBERSHIP  
 DUES (Please Select One):               

  
ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION IF DESIRED: Please accept my  
additional contribution to the POA in the following amount:        $___________  
 
TOTAL AMOUNT FOR DUES AND ANY CONTRIBUTIONS:    $___________ 
 

□ Enclosed is a Stamped, Self-Addressed      □ Please hold my POA Membership 
Envelope, along with this form and my check.   Card for me to pick up at one of the  
Please mail my Membership Card to me.      monthly POA Meetings. 

 

As stated in the POA mission statement, 
found on page 2, we exist and function as a 
"watch dog" for the residents of The Villages. 
Established in 1975, we are the original home-
owners' association with no ties and/or affilia-
tions to the Developer, local governments, or 
business interests. The POA strives to make 
The Villages an even better place in which to 
live, where Residents' Rights are respected 
and local government and the Developer are 
responsive to the needs and interests of every-
one living in Florida's friendliest hometown.                                                              

We publish a monthly Bulletin delivered to 
the driveway of all homeowners, regardless of 
whether or not they are active POA members, 
(unless you contact us at 352-325-1540). We 
strive to keep each of you informed of facts 
about issues which may not have been clearly 
or fully presented in other media.  

letter reminding them of the speaker and date 
of the upcoming monthly POA membership 
meeting, as well as Special Alerts about any 
important matter on a timelier basis than what 
our Monthly Bulletin can provide.                                 

We are now accepting 2016 POA member-
ships ($10 per household). Please use the form 
below. NOTE, WE DO NOT OFFER A 
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP, but commencing 
with the 2016 membership year, we are offer-
ing residents the opportunity to join for one, 
two or three years, so as not to have to go 
through the renewal process every year.        □ 

 

POA SPEAKERS  
AVAILABLE 

for Villages Club Meetings 
Call Cliff Wiener 
352-430-8497 

 

CLEAN & DRAIN 
the standing water in your 

Lanai/Screen Enclosure with a 
PATENTED Drain System invented 

by Village Resident Bob Earls  

 
Available in White & Bronze 

All you need is a Garden Hose 
BJ's Cap-Drains, LLC 
352-259-2744 • 352-454-6448 

 

Call for FREE Estimate 



last 10 years, we've had a lot of people get se-
riously injured or killed here in The Villages.  
Most of it could have been avoided. We want 
you to enjoy your retirement, not end up in the 
hospital.   

"Take your time, slow down a bit and when 
you wave to people, use all of your fingers. 
That's really all I have, if you get anything out 
of all of this, it's just about safety. We want 
everyone to be safe, enjoying your retirement. 
I'll take your questions now…" 

Q1) I've been here 16 years. The biggest 
thing that irritates me is I live off of Morse 
and Hacienda South. I travel Morse a lot, 
whether it's the post office or Madero or wher-
ever. When you're making a left hand turn, 
cars invariably go around your car into the 
golf cart path. I wish that you'd patrol a little 
more often. A) We have hit Morse Blvd. pret-
ty hard. I pulled the stats not too long ago and 
we write at least 3 tickets a day on Morse 
(north of CR466), and that's not even when we 
are out trying to patrol, that's just on a day to 
day basis. We do know that every place is im-
portant. If anyone has a place of concern, 
please call us. We have a really interesting 
way to handle that…what we'll do is place a 
battery operated speed indicator piece of 
equipment that actually records speed and 
time of day. We download that information, 
print and evaluate the data, to determine the 
best time of day to have the deputies present 
in those areas to enforce traffic laws. Has any-
one seen our motorcycle deputy or received a 
ticket from him? We send him to Morse Blvd. 
quite a bit.                                                                        

(Continued on page 5) 
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  Top Soil ~ Railroad Ties ~ Boulders 
Granite ~ Fill, Sand & Clay ~ Cypress 

Lime & Mulches ~ Lava & River Rocks 
Basket Rock Flat ~ Pine Bark & Straw 

 

13665 SE Hwy 441 
Summerfield, FL 34491 

352-245-7900 

No Deduc�bles ~ Unlimited Service Calls 
All Labor Charges ~ All Func�onal Parts 

*For appliances up to 10 years old.  
Offer extended through Mar 31, 2016 

BROWARD FACTORY SERVICE 
Sales - Service - Contracts 

 

Licenses:  CAC057400  ES0000336  CFC056867  
15980 S US Hwy 441 - Summerfield 
BrowardFactory.com (352) 307-5100 

turn when the oncoming lanes are clear. Keep 
in mind, you are not only contending with a 
lane of traffic for vehicles, you are also con-
tending with an oncoming golf cart lane.                                                                       

 

PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALKS: This one 
comes up quite a bit. When you are driving an 
automobile and you see a stop sign ahead of 
you, and just before that stop sign there may 
or may not be a crosswalk marking in the 
roadway, you are required by State Statute to 
stop, allowing room for a crosswalk, even if 
there is no crosswalk marking. Drivers are 
subject to stop or yield to pedestrians already 
in a crosswalk.                                                  

Lt. Siemer concluded his presentation by 
stating that, "I have been in The Villages area 
for the past 10 years and I think this is a great 
place to be, but we all need to kind of get 
along a little bit better.  

"I do notice that a lot of us will get mad at 
each other, blow horns, etc. I drive a car that 
has a Florida tag on it (not a yellow State tag). 
If I stop at a stop sign too long, the people be-
hind me are blowing their horns at me. I just 
don't understand that. You guys are all retired, 
where are you going in such a hurry? We real-
ly need to just slow down a little bit, take a 
little extra time.                                                                                                 

"Someone gave me a handbill a while ago - 
it says 'Look Both Ways Twice' and I think 
that's a good saying. I always look to the left, 
look to the right and look to the left again, just 
like we were all taught when we started driv-
ing. It takes a few extra seconds, but it keeps 
everyone safer, because you may miss some-
thing - you may miss that bicycle or that pe-
destrian or that golf cart. Unfortunately, in the 

ARTISTICRETE 
 

 PAINTS                            ACID STAIN 

 EPOXY                           RESEALS 

TEXTURE       REMOVALS 

 STAMPS         PAVERS 

DESIGNS                        REPAIRS 

 artisticrete@comcast.net 
 

SERVING ALL CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR 24 YRS 
 
 

(352) 728-6501      728-8811 
 

New Colored Liquid Concrete 

been reduced to 20MPH max. The SCSD does 
enforce speeding and stop sign traffic viola-
tions on the roadways.                                                   

 

MAKING A TURN IN A GOLF CART 
ON A ROADWAY: Morse Boulevard, north 
of CR466, is a perfect example. Keep in mind, 
you might be right, you may have the right of 
way, but if you are traveling in a golf cart, you 
are not going to win against an automobile.  

You are talking about something that weighs 
less than a 1000 pounds colliding with some-
thing that can weigh 3-5000 pounds.  It is a good 
idea, when on roads like Morse Boulevard 
where you share the roadway with automobiles, 
to keep in mind that if you see a vehicle passing 
you with a right turn signal on, in order to pro-
tect yourself, slow down and yield to the vehicle.  

While it is aggravating, and the automobile 
driver shouldn't turn in front of an oncoming 
golf cart. Rather than becoming a statistic, 
consider yielding to the automobile. Drive de-
fensively. If you are going to make a left hand 
turn from Morse Boulevard (north of CR466), 
use your turn signals AND your arm signals as 
well, because a lot of the time your golf cart 
turn signal lights are covered up by golf tow-
els, enclosures, etc.  

Merge into the turn lane when it is safe to 
do so, prior to your turn and execute your 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Multi-Modal Paths 
Q2) Did you say bicycles can ride on roads 

with 30MPH speed limits or less? A) Bicycles 
can ride on any roadway, it doesn't matter 
what the speed limit. The example I gave is 
that they can ride two abreast as long as they 
can keep up with the speed of the traffic, oth-
erwise they must ride in single file.                                                                                                                                  

Q3) Our cart paths are designed for beauty, 
rather than for travel. If you look at the way 
they are done, they could have gone straight, 
but instead they weave and wind, especially 
those north of CR466. If there is a golf cart 
that is doing 15MPH, and a golf cart behind 
them doing 18MPH, it takes a long time to be 
able to pass and they really don't have a clear 
view on many of the cart paths. That really 
creates a danger. A) My solution is to slow 
down a little bit. There are statistics that came 
out a few years ago, showing that you are 
twice as likely to die in a car accident at 60 
MPH, than you are at 45MPH. I don't know 
what the new statistics are now, but keep that 
in mind, a few miles an hour does make a dif-
ference on impact. Let's just relax a little bit.                                                                                                                                                    

Q4) We are new to The Villages and we 
are going to have guests. Can you give us a bit 
of information on how we can convince our 
younger guests that the golf cart is a vehicle. 
Can you talk about the times when the popula-

(Continued from page 4) 

tion increases and the roadways are full? A) 
Actually there is a golf cart safety clinic every 
month that you may want to send them to. 
The law says you have to be a minimum of 14 
years of age to operate a golf cart and you 
don't need a driver's license. I don't know 
about you, I don't have kids, but I can't imag-
ine giving a 14 year old child the keys to my 
golf cart. We work some crashes where these 
kids flip carts and do some crazy stuff. I al-
ways ask grandma and grandpa, why did you 
give the kid the keys? There's not really an 
answer to that. The best answer I can give you 
is to educate them on the rules.                                    

Q5) How do you treat Segways when 
young people show up. And, what level do 
they fit? Golf cart, bicycle? A) They cannot 
be on the roadways, so they have to be on the 
golf cart path.                

Q6)  I own a street legal golf cart. When I 
go up Morse Blvd, I do get the one finger 
wave, and I appreciate why they are doing 
that. I'd like to know if I can move over to the 
golf cart path on the roadways when I'm not 
able to maintain the speed of the automobiles 
I'm traveling with? A) The last time I was 
here, that was a discussion that we had and it 
took me a long time to get an answer. You 
have to remember that The Villages is a very 
unique place and there's no place in the coun-
try that is as large as this with as many golf 
carts, but the ruling from our supervisors is 

www.groutsmithlms.com 

352-396-7813 

EXPIRES 3/31/16 

that since a street legal cart is a registered ve-
hicle, it is not supposed to be in those bicycle/
golf cart lanes.                                                                 

Q7) If you are in a car, and there is a golf 
cart merge, who has the right of way? We live 
in a golf cart community and the golf carts 
think they have the right of way, they pull out 
right in front of you. A) Those are two sepa-
rate lanes, one is a golf cart lane, and the other 
is a vehicle lane. When you want to change 
lanes, before you can change lanes, it has to be 
safe to do so. When the golf cart lane comes to 
an end, and you are going 20MPH in the golf 
cart lane, you can't just pull out in front of a 
vehicle in the vehicle lane. Slow down and 
merge into the vehicle lane as you approach 
the merge signage.                                                           

Q8) I want some clarification. I am sure 
everyone here knows that people drive their 
golf carts on the streets with their turn signals 

(Continued on page 6) 

�� Tile & Grout Cleaning  
�� Grout Restora�on 
�� Color Matched Caulking 
�� Granite Sealing 

�� Loose & Hollow Tile ReBonding  
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Still Cleaning Your 
Dirty Grout  
With This? 
 
 
         There is a                 
        Better Way! 

Ask About  
Our 10 Year  
Warranty  

Call & Schedule Your Free  
In-Home Demonstration 

(352) 396-7813  
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dent and you are responsible, you could be 
liable.                                  

Q10) More tickets need to be given out on 
El Camino…people recognize 5 miles over is 
acceptable, but they are going more than 
10MPH because they think no one is going to 
do anything. A) I get all the quarterly reports 
from The Villages, including traffic crashes, 
speeding tickets, etc., and I do know that last 
quarter 1600 tickets were written in The Vil-
lages. You can be pulled over for going ANY-
THING over the speed limit, so you can get 
rid of that 5MPH over concept.                                                                                                                        

Q11) We are new to The Villages, and 
while this may not relate to you, maybe some-
one knows an answer. I'm having a lot of dif-
ficulties with signage for the golf cart paths. 
They are either too far away from where I'm 
going or you see it after you needed to go 
through a tunnel. The tunnel says B16 and you 
don't know where in the world that is. How 
can I address that? A) The B16 is so that if 
you have an accident or an emergency, when 
you call 911 you can identify where you are. 
This signage issue comes up at district meet-
ings all the time, the color, it's too high, it's 
too low, or whatever. They do try to make the 
signs as visible as they can.                    

Q12) Would there be some way that the 
company that sells the golf carts could adjust 
the nighttime driving headlights to some rea-
sonable standard? A) I am not a golf cart ex-
pert, but I'm sure if you got with them they 
probably could. An audience member advised 
that the newer carts do have a means to adjust 
the headlights.                                                                                             

Q13) I was coming north from SR44 and 
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Since 1969 
True 24/7 Same-Day  
Emergency Service 
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 Heating & 
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                   RC 29027460 

BONE DRY  
ROOFING, LLC 
  Insurance Inspections 
    Citizens Approved 
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Tile, Metal and Rubber Roof Systems,  

TPO Rubber Roof Overs 
 

All of my roofers have 25+ Years  
Experience roofing in Central Florida 

 

CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS 
 Pete Tsirnikas (352) 669-6607 
 

Licensed -  Bonded  -  Insured 
 

Family Owned and Operated 

 

 GOT MOLD? 
IS YOUR HOME MAKING YOU SICK? 
DOES YOUR HOME SMELL MUSTY? 

352-840-3043 
FLORIDA MOLD TESTING 

SINCE 1991 
State License # MRSA 463 

TOXIC MOLD TESTING 
FORMALDEHYDE TESTING 

going forever and ever. When you come to a 
stop sign, a golf cart is supposed to stop and a 
car in the next lane is also supposed to stop. If 
the car is going to turn right and the golf cart 
has its right turn signal blinking, you may 
both turn right, because the lanes do not con-
verge, but what if the golf cart is really going 
straight. Who is at fault if there is a collision? 
A) That is definitely a problem we have here. 
The blinker could have an effect on the out-
come of who is at fault and it would be up to 
the deputy to make the decision depending 
upon the totality of factors. Remember, a traf-
fic crash is a civil matter and in a civil case 
the judge could find both parties at fault for a 
crash.                                                                 

Q9) I have a question about insurance for 
golf carts. What is the requirement? A) There 
is no statewide insurance requirement for golf 
carts. However, if you are a low speed vehi-
cle, you must have car insurance on it. I think 
you would be pretty foolish not to have insur-
ance on a golf cart, because if there is an acci-

(Continued from page 5) 

south of CR466A – I think you should be look-
ing out for some of the construction trucks who 
have a lot of metal equipment hanging out of 
the back of them…one piece fell off. I tried to 
follow one of them into a Village, but there 
was another truck behind him and by the time I 
was able to get inside the gate, he was long 
gone. A) We actually do keep an eye on the 
construction crews and even the lawn workers. 
There is a law about securing a load, so if we 
see that, we do enforce it.                                                  

Q14) Is it legal to be talking on a cell 
phone while you are driving a golf cart? A) 
We have not yet adopted a law for cell phone 
usage in any vehicle. It is illegal to text, while 
you drive, so keep that in mind.                                      

Q15) People do not know how to drive the 
roundabout circles. A) The best way to look at 
it is to consider that instead of a roundabout, 
there is an intersection. How would you drive 
through an intersection? If you are in the left 
hand lane, what can you do? You can go 
straight, you can go left or you can make a U-
turn. We ask you not to change lanes within 
the roundabouts. We ask that you change 
lanes before you get to the roundabout. There 
are signs posted that tell you what you can do 
once you get inside the roundabout. One thing 
that I've had problems with for a number of 
years, especially as a road patrol deputy driv-
ing around up here, is that I have had a bunch 
of near misses where I've almost been 
creamed in the roundabouts. Lt. Wolfe taught 
me to use my turn signal once I'm inside the 
roundabout as it gives all the drivers around 
me an indication of what I'm going to do and 
it has saved me on a number of occasions.     □ 

Blinds Plus Shutters 
"QUALITY FOR LESS" 

(352) 430-7200 
GRABER 

EVERY HOME A GALLERY.  
EVERY WINDOW A CANVAS. 

Villagers Special 
POA Discount of 20% 
(must present coupon) 
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TWO MORE GOLF 
CART RELATED 

FATALITIES!! 
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Irish Parade 
In our Villages, the task of putting together 

the wonderful parades which highlight these 
ancestries, falls to the Residents Parade Com-
mittee. Now in its 4th year, it opens this year's 
festivities with the Gallic Gala, the St. Pat-
rick's Day Parade. 

This annual "wearing of the green" draws 
thousands of Villagers out to Spanish Springs. 
They come decked out in their finest "greenery", 
replete with shamrocks and a green beer. A 
rollicking good time is always had by the 
marchers and watchers alike. It's a shared feel-
ing of pride and excitement.                                                                                                                                           

The Villages, like all of America, boasts a 
proud portion of Irish descendants. Nation-
wide there are some 35 million, and that's no 
blarney, LOL! Here, the banner of this herit-
age is carried proudly by the Shamrock, Pat-
rick, Claddagh and Celtic clubs.  

And, now, St Patrick's Day is upon us and 
it's time for the Irish to shine again. On Thurs-
day, March 17th at Spanish Spring, begin-
ning at 3:30PM, the clans shall gather to 
march and watch. Will you be one of those 
parading with pride or will you be street-side 
with your friends and family watching and 
cheering your friends and neighbors strutting 
down the street? Whether you are full-blooded 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Fusion Electrical Contracting  

*service and repairs *surge protection *fans installed  
 

*LED under cabinet lighting *senior discounts  

Lic # ER13012866 3 52.470.3444  

Paradise Pavers 
& Coping, LLC 

352-753-2156 

 

"Paving Your Way 
To Paradise" 

 Decorative Walls • Repairs • Re-Seals 
Free Estimates 

No Deposits Required 
$25 Gift Card 

Installation of your choice 
OR 10% Off  

Pressure Wash or Re-Seal 

Irish, part Irish or Irish for the day, "get it to-
gether, me boy" and get on down to cheer them 
on.                                                                    

There is one very important catch to all the 
above. Since this is a "residents" parade, it 
takes residents to pull it off.  This great parade 
and the great community it represents needs 
your help. 100 worker elves are needed to vol-
unteer to fill these 3 positions:                                                   

Parade Marshals: Some will wear an ear-
piece for the walkie-talkie and take direction 
from the head marshal while walking the pa-
rade route, and will use a flag to stop and start 
your parade group.  

Crossing Area Volunteers: Will stand or 
sit at the assigned area along the parade route 
to keep pedestrians from crossing the parade 
route. Crossing group leader positions each 
crossing volunteer according to the parade 
map designations, and any chairs that have 
been moved from tables along the parade 
route must be put back in place.                                           

Clean-up Volunteers:  Meet at tents after 
the parade. Trash must be removed from the 
staging and parking areas. Help with consoli-
dating parade items in the staging area. Help 
taking down the tents, tables, and chairs.                                                                                                   

Please step up, volunteer to keep the resi-
dents parade tradition alive and support our 
shared heritage. To volunteer, email Sally at 
sallycanna@centurylink.net                        □                                                   

VCDD Community 
Development District I 

Town Hall Meeting 
The Village Community Development Dis-

trict No. 1 will host a Town Hall Meeting on 
Thursday, March 31, 2016 at 6PM in the             
La Hacienda Regional Rec Center.  The Town 
Hall Meeting offers an opportunity to learn 
interesting facts about the District. Residents 
will be able to ask questions of the District 
Supervisors. For more information, please 
contact Jennifer McQueary, District Clerk, by 
email , jennifer.mcqueary@districtgov.org, or you 
can call her at 352-751-3939.                                    □ 

□ 

We have had two more golf cart related fa-
talities in the last month. Like all of the other 
fatalities the golf cart occupants were not wear-
ing a seat belt and were thrown/ejected from 
the cart at impact. In the latest crash the vic-
tims were doing everything right – they were 
not drinking, speeding, etc., but merely using 
the cart as a legal means of transportation, but 
they were not using seat belts.                                          

Please note that there have been at least 
EIGHTEEN golf cart related FATALITIES 
in the Villages in the last eight years, and 
over three dozen golf cart users who had to 
be trauma alerted to a hospital with head 
injuries during the last four years.                                

Each month, starting with the February 
2012 POA Bulletin and ending in April, 2014 
(you can find all of them on the poa4us.org 
web page - click on "archived bulletins"), we 
have included a listing of all of the accidents 
(with as much description as we had available) 
that we were aware of, and identified that al-
most all of them involved either someone fall-
ing out of a cart, or being ejected from the cart 
onto the pavement. OUR MESSAGE IS 
THAT WE BELIEVE YOU MIGHT BE 
SAFER IF YOU USE A SEAT BELT, but 
the usage of seat belts in golf carts is not re-
quired by Florida Statutes so it is your choice.                 

 

STAY ALERT! - BUCKLE UP!  
STAY ALIVE!   
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ness to evaluate the plan's effectiveness to 
solve the visibility concerns and agreed to have 
the project go out for bids.                                             

At their February, 2016 meetings, the Pro-
ject Wide Advisory Committee, (PWAC – 
made up of one representative from each of 
Districts 5 – 10), Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4, as 
well as the AAC, all agreed to the implemen-
tation of the plan recommended by the Engi-
neer. The project is expected to begin this 
May, (after the seasonal residents have gone), 
and will likely take 45 to 75 days to complete 
the work on all 42 miles of MMPs.   

 

*A geometrically constrained location is an 
area of sharp curvature where sight distance is 
reduced for MMP travelers in golf carts.   

These areas are primarily located where the 
MMP curves quickly to pass behind entrance 
gates at main road crossings and at tunnel ap-
proach ramps and in the tunnels themselves.                  

 

** A trail side obstruction is a physical ob-
ject (such as the root of an Oak tree) that di-
rectly protrudes into the path itself. At these 
locations, they will construct a raised curb sec-
tion and RPMs. (Note that there are numerous 
locations along the MMP system where land-
scaping and other improvements exist near the 
edge of the trail, but these are not considered 
obstructions by the Engineer.)                       □  
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nighttime and inclement weather visibility were 
cited as the primary reasons. District 4 accepted 
the offer. However, the offer was withdrawn 
when Districts 1-3 turned down the offer.                                    

In November of 2014, the CDD4 Board of 
Supervisors voted to use their own funds to 
install centerline striping on their paths due to 
the expressed safety concerns of their resi-
dents. After seeing how the reflective yellow 
centerline striping had improved visibility in 
District 4, residents throughout The Villages 
began asking for visibility improvements on 
the MMPs in their own Districts.                                                                                                                      

There were numerous meetings and hours 
of discussion in 2015 by representatives from 
Community Development Districts 1 through 
10 and the AAC. The possible solutions dis-
cussed were centerline striping, edge line strip-
ing and the plan recommended: striping and re-
flective pavement markings, (RPMs), for the 
island medians, geometrically constrained loca-
tions*, trail-side obstructions** and rounda-
bouts. (See Figures 1-3 below). 

While there were supporters for each of these 
options, in order to have consistency throughout 
the MMP system, all the District Boards came 
together and agreed to the implementation of the 
plan recommended by the Engineer last May. 
His plan did not include any centerline or edge 
line striping. The Boards expressed a willing-

Visibility Issues on 
Multi-Modal Paths 

We have received a number of inquiries, es-
pecially from our seasonal residents, as to what 
is being done about the visibility issues on the 
Multi-Modal Paths (MMPs), during night-
time and inclement weather conditions.                                                                                                       

There was a time when ALL of the 
"Recreation Trails", (now called "Multi-Modal 
Paths"), north of CR466 were made of con-
crete and had reflective yellow centerline 
striping. However, when the Amenity Author-
ity Committee, (AAC), using part of the $40 
million "Settlement Funds", reconstructed the 
major arterial MMPs, (such as those along 
Buena Vista and El Camino Real), and paved 
them with asphalt, the striping was not re-
placed because it was believed that the wider 
paths did not need striping. (Note: Some of 
the old concrete MMPs in District 1 neighbor-
hoods, along the east side of Morse Blvd, and 
along the entry road into Glenview Country 
Club, still have faded yellow striping.)                                                                                                

When the visibility issue was first raised in 
2013, the AAC offered to fund the installa-
tion and maintenance of reflective yellow cen-
terline striping in CDDs 1-4. Safety and better 

4" DOUBLE YELLOW  
PAINTED TWO COATS 
WITH GLASS BEADS 

EXISTING CURB 

LANDSCAPED  
MEDIAN 

4" DOUBLE YELLOW  
PAINTED TWO COATS 
WITH GLASS BEADS 

YELLOW/YELLOW 
RPM's AT 20'  
SPACING ON  
ASPHALT NOTE: PAINTED  

PAVEMENT MARKINGS 
SHALL BE INSTALLED  
USING PRODUCTS  
APPEARING ON THE FDOT 
APPROVED PRODUCTS LIST 
(APL), MEETING THE  
REQUIREMENTS OF THE  
2015 FDOT STANDARD  
SPECIFICATION SECTIONS 
710 AND 971. 

YELLOW/YELLOW 
RPM's AT 20'  
SPACING ON ASPHALT 

NOTE: INSTALL YELLOW/
YELLOW RPM'S AT  
CENTERLINE OF MULTI-USE 
TRAIL ON 20' SPACINGS WHERE 
CONTRAINED GEOMETRIC  
CONDITION WARRANTS 
(APPROACH TO CURVE, TUNNEL, 
NARROW TRAIL, ETC.) 

FIGURE 2 
GEOMETRICALLY 

CONSTRAINED LOCATIONS 

FIGURE 1 
MEDIAN TREATMENT 

FIGURE 3 
TRAIL SIDE OBSTRUCTION 

 WHITE/WHITE 
RPM'S AT 10' 
SPACING 

EXISTING 6" EDGE 
CURB 

 6" RAISED CURB 

OBSTRUCTION 

CURB END TAPER 
(TYP. BOTH ENDS) 
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EASTER HOLIDAY, MARCH 27 

WILLS AND TRUSTS 
PROBATE 

MEDICAID PLANNING 

Katina Pantazis, Esq. 
Serving The Villages with FREE Office Consultations 

Home Consultations available upon request 

Attorney at Law 
Sabal Palms, 510 CR466, Suite 201 
Lady Lake, FL 32159 
352-600-2987 katinap@lawkppa.com 

DAYLIGHTS SAVINGS 
TIME BEGINS MAR 16th 
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(if needed); 

�� Comply with media law and ethical guide-
lines; 

�� Meet deadlines and budget requirements. 
 
Requirements: 
�� Full time Villages Resident; 
�� Belief in the POA Mission Statement 

(found on page two of this Bulletin); 
�� Familiarity with The Villages government 

structure and current issues; 
�� Proven working experience as an editor/

writer preferred but not required; 
�� Strong writing/editing/proofreading skills; 
�� Hands on experience with MS Office or 

other publishing tools; 
�� An eye for detail along with critical thinking; 
�� Prioritizing and multitasking. 

 

If you are interested in applying, please send a 
copy of your resume and a short statement on 
why you would like to be considered for this po-
sition to POA President Cliff Wiener at 
poa4us@hotmail.com at your earliest conven-
ience. If you have questions, Cliff can be reached 
at (352) 430-8497, or Elaine can be reached at 
(352) 753-5069.                                                    □ 

which should get dropped in order to meet 
quality and accuracy standards. The goal is to 
provide exceptional, informative and engag-
ing content which supports the mission of the 
POA.                                                                        

 

Responsibilities:   
�� Coordinate print publishing cycle and man-

age content areas; 
�� Set publication standards and establish 

goals and expectations regarding emphasis 
of developing stories; 

�� Monitor news gathering operations to en-
sure utilization of all news sources; 

�� Develop story or content ideas, consider-
ing reader or audience appeal; 

�� Confer with POA Management regarding 
placement and emphasis of developing 
stories; 

�� Responsible for 280 column inches of edi-
torial content each month; 

�� Verify facts, dates, and statistics; 
�� Oversee layout and check content for ac-

curacy and errors; 
�� Proofread, edit and improve stories or 

pieces; 
�� Recruit and manage writers and reporters 

POA Seeks  
Its Next  

Bulletin Editor 
It was announced in the November POA 

Bulletin that Elaine Dreidame, after serving 
for five years as both the POA President and 
Editor of the monthly POA Bulletin, would 
not seek re-election for the President's posi-
tion.  She agreed to continue to extend her ser-
vice on the POA Board of Directors in the role 
of Past President, and that she would continue 
to serve as Editor of the POA Bulletin until a 
replacement could be identified.  The time has 
come to begin that process.                                                                                                                                          

We are looking for an editor/writer, with a 
good sense of what makes an interesting angle 
to a story, and who has the ability to juggle all 
of the moving parts of our publication. You 
will plan, write, coordinate, review and edit 
content for the monthly POA Bulletin.  

The successful candidate will be able to 
decide which ideas should be pursued and 
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˙ 

˙ 

Amenity Authority 
Committee  

Meeting Summary 
February 10, 2016 

Old Business:    
Capital Project Update:                                                                                                 
Schwartz Park – The following renova-

tions are expected to be completed in April: 
the demolition of the pier; construction of a 
new picnic pavilion with barbeque station; re-
newal of the deck on Lake Paradise; construc-
tion of permanent erosion control; site drainage 
and new parking areas; installation of new land-
scaping, lighting and irrigation; and utility ser-
vice upgrades. The estimated cost is $225,000.                                                                                                                      

Saddlebrook Village Recreation Center: 
Two new items, a reconfiguration of the Sad-
dlebrook lobby area and relocation of The Vil-
lages Box Office (to the Savannah Center) in 
order to expand the billiards room were ap-
proved for further review.   

Mulberry Grove Pickleball Courts – The 
fence surrounding the courts is completed and 
the surface of the courts will be completed as 
soon as weather conditions permit.                               

Platform Tennis – Added to the "wish list". 
Springdale Fitness Trail – CDD4 – Runs 

from Belle Meade Circle to Buena Vista 
Boulevard near Mulberry Recreation Cen-
ter: After a discussion regarding whether or 
not this trail needed improvements and/or 
widening, this item was tabled. (Kimley-Horn 
and Associates advised that it would cost an 
estimated $771,400 to widen the 1.3 mile trail 
from 11 feet to 16.5 feet, including curbing.) 
District Manager Tutt recommended that no 
improvements be made at this time because it 
is in very good condition and we do not know 
what impact, if any, the additional 165 east 
villas which are to be built near the trail will 
have on usage. The Committee agreed to place 
the trail on the list of other paths north of 
CR466 that have not yet been reconstructed. 

Committee Member Comments: 
1) A motion made by Mr. Deakin to en-

courage staff to consider hands-free facilities 
in restrooms during new and reconstruction of 
the facilities was approved by the Committee.                         

2) Mr. Bell requested that the term "wish list" 
be changed to "Project Consideration List".  

 

PLEASE GO TO THE www.district.gov 
WEBSITE FOR THE OFFICIAL MINUTES, 
AGENDAS AND MEETING SCHEDULE. 
NEXT AAC MEETING: Wednesday, March 
9, 9AM, AT THE SAVANNAH CENTER.      □                           

 

Will Pick Up When  
You Call or Arrange a  

Convenient Time 

Morse Bridge  
Embankment  
Improvements        

 

District Manager Tutt advised the Project 
Wide Advisory Committee (PWAC) that it is 
believed that the "bridge embankment became 
saturated and failed/slid into the lake", during 
the heavy rains in July of 2013, at which time 
it was mitigated and stabilized.  Subsequently, 
Sumter County, the owner of the actual bridge, 
hired Kimley-Horn and Associates (KHA) to 
complete a review of the bridge and roadway and 
they determined that no further deterioration of 
the embankment had occurred.                                       

During the October, 2015 PWAC meeting, 
District Staff recommended that the PWAC 
engage KHA to provide an Individual Project 
Order (IPO), which would provide the options 
available to the Districts and preliminary esti-
mates of cost, benefits and drawbacks of each 
of the options presented to protect the slope 
and the integrity of the roadway. A Supervisor 
inquired if the Sumter County Engineer's Re-
port had identified that no additional sluffing 
had occurred, which is the concern the District 
is attempting to correct. District Staff advised 
that the original incident was either the result 
of sluffing or a sinkhole and that once the sta-
bilization was completed, a survey was done 
which identified that approximately 14 feet of 
embankment was lost. While no additional 
sluffing has occurred, there have been cracks 
identified in the block wall on the south side 
of the island, which indicates shifting.                           

At their February 1, 2016 meeting, the 
PWAC reviewed and then recommended ap-
proval of the KHA Individual Project Order 
which would entail an analysis of the slope 
stability for the embankment alongside the 
bridge, which included the hiring of a geotech-

(Continued on page 12) 

 

Seasonal  
Residents  
HELP 

 

BULLETIN DELIVERY (Stop/Restart Date) 
  Email: delivery@poa4us.org 

  Phone: Shelley Pfaff  352-325-1540  
 

If you are a seasonal resident, please let us 
know the DATES you will be away, at least 2 
WEEKS before departing, and we will stop 
delivery of the Bulletin during that time. If we 
inadvertently deliver to an unoccupied house, 
thank you in advance if you or one of your 
neighbors can pick up the Bulletin and either 
keep or discard it.                                                     □ 
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Morse Bridge 
nical firm to obtain field samples of the existing 
embankment. So, do not be concerned when you 
see work being done from the bridge. It was 
explained that this would be done for better 
stability of the boring equipment.  

The cost for the engineering work is "not to 
exceed" $72,450. Note, the study is specific to 
the structure of the embankment. The bridge 
construction itself is fine. The Committee 
was advised that at this time there is no way to 
know what the costs of remediation might be. 
It could be from $0, with no work needing to 
be done, to millions of dollars. About 98% of 
any funds needed will come from CDDs 5-10 
residents via their annual non-ad valorem CDD 
maintenance assessment, while commercial 
property owners in Lake Sumter Landing will 
be responsible for about 2% of any costs.        □ 

(Continued from page 11) 
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Village Mover 
Old Fashion Quality Moving Experience 

Mike Collop 

We Sell All Moving Supplies! 
• Packing  • Paper  • Boxes 
352-751-2750 

611 North Dixie Ave. 
Fruitland Park, FL 34731 

   March 20                    March 25 

First Baptist Church 
Terminates and 
Withdraws from 
Contract with the 

AAC/VCCDD 
What happened??? An article on this mat-

ter in the February 22nd edition of the Daily 
Sun advised that, "The District may be look-
ing elsewhere for new recreational sites after 
the First Baptist Church at The Villages an-
nounced Sunday it would not be selling its 
Fellowship Hall (old Church) and 10 acres to 
the Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) be-
cause appraisals were too low." The article 
quoted an email received by Ms. Tutt from 
Ken Howard, Pastor for Ministries and Ad-
ministration which stated, "…It has been a 
pleasure doing business with you, and I regret 
the unexpectedly low appraisals resulted in 
our need to withdraw from the proposed sale."                                                                              

However, the POA has heard from three 
different sources who attended services on 
February 21st (so, this is not likely to be just a 
rumor) that Senior Pastor Bob Perry told his 
congregation that they were "stepping back” 
from an offer from The Villages Developer to 
purchase part of the Church property. He indi-

cated that The Villages had wanted to buy the 
acreage that abutted the north end of The Vil-
lages, which included the original Church 
building for possible conversion into an addi-
tional recreation center, and to gain at least 
golf cart access to new villas that are sched-
uled to be built just west of the old Church 
property.                                                                          

According to our sources, Pastor Perry ad-
vised his congregation that the Church Lead-
ership had initially told the The Villages (he 
did not clarify whether he meant the Develop-
er and/or the AAC/VCCDD) that they would 
be willing to sell the Church property IF The 
Villages was willing to make up at the new 
church area they were planning to build (new 
fellowship hall), for the facilities that would 
be lost in the sale of the original building 
which included a kitchen and hall where 
church dinners are held, meeting rooms, a li-
brary, offices and a baptismal pool.                                

He also told his congregation that after the 
appraisals were undertaken, The Villages ad-
vised them that it was unwilling to fulfill its 
offer to make up for the facilities that would 
be lost if they sold the original building, and 
that was the reason the Church withdrew its 
interest in selling the old Church property to 
the AAC.                                                                         

This sounded strange because the appraisal 
was requested and paid for with funds from 
the Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) and 
any negotiations the Developer may have had 
with Pastor Perry that might have impacted 
the purchase of the Church were not a part of 
the AAC decision to move forward with the 
appraisal process. – at least they were not di-
vulged to the AAC. (The appraisals for the 
Church property were $1,160,000 – AAC, and 
$1,175,000 – Church. AAC expenditures to 
date for the appraisal are $24,081.50 with in-
voices from the VCCDD attorney and an engi-
neer which are not anticipated to be substan-
tial still outstanding.)                                                  

As a result, the AAC Baptist Church 
Workshop which was scheduled for March 
3rd has been cancelled. The next regular AAC 
meeting will be Wednesday, March 9th, at 
9:00AM at Savannah Center. We are hopeful 
that the conflicting information on this issue 
will be clarified at this meeting and that there 
will be discussions regarding moving forward 
with the investigation of the 40 acres for sale 
on CR42.                                                         □ 
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#1  
REAL ESTATE  

COMPANY  
LOCATED ON 466  
IN THE VILLAGES 

       

       

       

    Frank Melino            Eddie Manson           Bunky Doxsee              Liz Dietrich         
         552-6773                      522-6998                    603-5775                     516-7739            

   Karla Mason             Frances Pierce                Cissie Smith                      
        430-7725                       459-5601                        391-0884        

   Karren Schoman/
Teena Levy  430-9020 

       Pat Serafino               Bob Berube              Jan Ennes                  Glenn Stein              Karoline Clark   John Mello/Linda Sears     Carol Youkee              
           630-7230                     446-9969                     408-6214                   Broker/Owner                  255-7993           205-0595      205-0713              401-2121                        

At  
Realty Executives, 
our only focus  

is you! 
 

CALL ONE OF 
THESE AGENTS  

TODAY!! 

       Sally Love                   Cindy Wise          Kathy Abruzzo                 JP  Porta               Laura Jensen             Julie Haines               Beverly Shive               
          430-6960                     446-8964                   205-4110                     430-6960                    552-1554                     512-8355                     460-7232    

   Reba Pace                   Jody Held                  John Jones 
 717-439-6966                  446-6270             772-349-4136       

   LOOK FOR OUR SATURDAY AD IN THE DAILY SUN 

Annette McCullough    Denis Bissonette           Linda Flack 
         350-0168                      446-7056                239-910-0345                                                 

   Milford Leedy          Jim Van Ostran        Robert Galluci                                                    Lisa Esposito              Jim Grider            Peggy Schaefer            
        874-4777                      445-2300                  727-430-3227                                                            301-3588                      801-0040                     801-0040 
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CDD4 Expansion 
Issues 

March, 2016 Page 15 

 Time to sell?  
 Time to buy?  

  

Go with the Leader in the industry! 
 

For Amazing Service,  
CALL REMAX Randy! 

 

You can Relax, with REMAX Randy 

352-431-8179 
See all MLS properties at 

www.RandyErb.com 
Randy Erb, REALTOR®, SRES 

Seniors Real Estate Specialist 
REMAX Premier Realty 

The POA Website - http://www.poa4us.org    

BECAUSE EXPERIENCE COUNTS! 
Whether Selling Or Buying 

 

CALL ME, I CAN HELP! 
 JULIE HAINES 
 352-512-8355 

On February 12th, the CDD4 Supervisors 
voted unanimously to expand the borders of 
their District and authorized "…the Chairman 
and all District staff to file a petition with 

Marion County, Florida, requesting the pas-
sage of an ordinance amending the District's 
boundaries, and authorizing such other actions 
as are necessary in furtherance of the bounda-
ry amendment process; and providing an ef-
fective date."                                                                                  

This amendment to the District's bounda-
ries will result in the addition of approximate-
ly 66.9 acres. In addition, the Developer 

agreed to provide sufficient funds to District 4 
"to reimburse the District for any expenditures 
including, but not limited to, legal, engineer-
ing and other consultant fees, filing fees, ad-
ministrative fees, and other expenses, if any".                

CDD4 Supervisors also approved an 
"interim funding and acquisition agreement" 

(Continued on page 16) 
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with the Developer. Since CDD4 is not yet in 
a position to issue the $5 million "special as-
sessment bonds to finance the infrastructure 
improvements on this acreage, the agreement 
provides for funding by the Developer to con-

(Continued from page 15) 

the east parcel), each being responsible to pay 
their share of the infrastructure construction 
costs, not paid for by the Developer, which is 
estimated to be approximately $5 million.  

This will result in a bond debt on each unit 
of approximately $16-17,000. Current resi-
dents of CDD4 will have no financial expo-
sure for the cost of the infrastructure or for the 
$5 million bond.                         

Additionally, each of the property owners 
of the 300 units will have to pay their annual 
non-ad valorem maintenance assessment to 
CDD4, thus reducing the overall administra-
tive costs to District 4's current residents by 
about 6%. It is estimated that this will bring in 
an additional $87,000 to District 4 annually.                  

The District administrative staff had also 
been requested to prepare an estimated annual 
maintenance cost, that the additional units 
would incur, which they estimated would be 
approximately $42,000, leaving a positive bal-
ance of about $45,000 each year, which could 
be put into reserves for any future needs. Dis-
trict Manager Tutt advised that the estimated 
cost included future rejuvenation of the road-
ways in those parcels.                                                      

It was evident that the CDD4 Supervisors 
did not take this decision lightly, as they had 
over one hour of additional questions for Mr. 
Gary Moyer, the Developer's representative, 
before they were ready to make a Motion. A 
few of their inquiries were as follow:                    

1) Will the infrastructure bond pose ANY 
additional financial burden on the current 
CDD4 residents? Mr. Moyer advised that the 
TOTAL project infrastructure cost would be 
approximately $9.7 million. The villa portion 
of the infrastructure would be $4.9 million, 
plus financing costs, resulting in the need for 
CDD4 to issue $5 million in bonds, and the 
Developer will pick up any overage.                              

2) We have had sinkholes throughout the 
area, many of which have occurred in the 
lined retention ponds and they can be very 
costly to repair. Will the retention areas desig-
nated for each parcel be wet ponds or dry 
ponds? Mr. Moyer advised that neither of the 
water retention areas would be lined – they 
would both be "dry ponds".                                             

3) The additional 66.9 acres will include 
approximately 21 acres of non-assessable land 
(no homes on it). Will maintenance costs be 
covered by the 300 villa units? The response 
from Mr. Moyer was "Yes".                                            

(Continued on page 17) 

tinue construction with the agreement that 
CDD4 will purchase the improvements from 
the Developer once the bonds have been is-
sued and monies become available.                                                                                                                 

This action will provide for the addition of 
300 additional courtyard villas just south of 
CR42 which will be divided into two parcels, 
(135 units on the west parcel and 165 units on 

 

Buying or Selling? 
 

Receive a Free Comparable Market Analysis! 
 

Call (352) 445-4875 TODAY! 

Helping clients  
with their  

real estate needs 
 for over 30 years. 

840 County Road 466, The Villages, FL 32159 
www.TheVillagesAreaRealtor.com 

Lee Gettling 
Sales Associate 
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www.thevillagepetspa.com 

  352-751-5711 
37601 Rolling Acres Rd 

(1.5 miles south of 466)  
Lady Lake  

Boarding, Day Care & Grooming  
for all Breeds of Dogs and Cats  

with Current Vaccinations  

  

Sales: 352-321-3093   

Service: 888-349-3596    

""Where the people  
make the difference!"  

Bill Bryan Kia
9039 S. US Hwy 441 Leesburg, FL  

Members Only Lounge  
Open 7 days a week from 12  noon 

Lounge: 352-750-0639 
 
 

Office hours 9 AM to 4 PM  
Office: 352 750-2099 

 609 W Lady Lake Blvd 
  

War Time Veteran??  

 

Consider Joining Our Smoke Free Post. 
 

The POA Website - http://www.poa4us.org     

CDD4 Expansion 
4) Will the costs of the two Neighborhood 

Recreation Centers (postal station, swimming 
pool, bocce and shuffle board courts) costs be 
paid for with bond funds?  The answer was 
"No. They would be paid for with Developer 
funds."                                                                                           

5) Mr. Moyer received several questions 
related to test borings in and around the reten-
tion areas. 

6) Who would pay for landscaping and 
maintenance of buffers between the new par-
cels and future commercial entities? Mr. Mo-
yer advised that this would be the responsibil-
ity of the commercial entities, not the District. 

7) Will this development impact the water 
pressure in other areas of CDD4? Mr. Moyer 
stated it would not, because a separate new 
water line provided by Marion County Utili-
ties, (which is a different provider than for the 
rest of The Villages), is being put in for the 
parcels.                                                         

8) CDD4 will need to issue the $5 million 
dollars in bonds before all of the units are 
sold. Who will pay for the annual assessment 
on the unsold lots? Mr. Moyer stated that the 
Developer would be responsible for paying it 
on each unit until it is sold.                                                                   

9) Questions about utilities were raised and 
it was stated that all of the utilities would be 

(Continued from page 16) 

underground and that there would be no natu-
ral gas lines to those areas.                                                                          

Recreation Issues                                                                                                                           
While the "Expansion" issue has been re-

solved, the second part regarding amenity rec-
reation facilities issue is still unsettled. For 
example:  

1) Will the Developer donate the two 
Neighborhood Recreation Centers to the 
Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) or re-
quire the AAC pay for them? And,  

2) Will the AAC purchase the 40 acres for 
sale on CR42 for a possible executive golf 
course, Villages recreation center, and other 
amenity facilities?  

Hopefully, a discussion on all of these is-
sues will take place at the regular AAC Meet-
ing on March 9, 2016, at the Savannah Center, 
at 9AM.                                                             □ 

DID YOU KNOW?? 
 

If you have a question about  
anything in The Villages, or how to 
do something, or want to report a 

problem, etc., you can call the 
VCDD Customer Service Center  

at 352-753-4508. 
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    EXPIRES 3/31/16 

     
 
 

Anxiety, Weight, Smoking, Other Issues 

Most Insurances Accepted 

June N. Steinbock, LCSW, CACH 
State Li- censed 

& Certi- fied - 

PROFESSIONAL 

Visit Audrey Ann Originals on FACEBOOK & Like Me! 
Also, find Audrey Ann Originals on DEXKNOWS! 

 

352-259-0131 

EMBROIDERY 
AUDREY ANN ORIGINALS 

Screen Printing, Creative Custom Logos 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Polo Shirts 
Hats                   Tee Shirts 

               Golf Towels 
    LOWEST PRICES & BEST SERVICE 

for Clubs & Businesses 

 BUFFALO RIDGE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
      748 Villages Campus Circle, The Villages, 32162 
            (Located off of CR466, near Wal-Mart, behind Tire Choice) 
                                                                                  

Saturday                                                         
March 26th                                              
8:30AM to 

Noon 

100% of  Donations to Benefit  
LEESBURG AND SUMTER COUNTY  ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETIES 

Crown Information Management, a licensed, 
bonded and insured shredding company, will provide 
on-site shredding services on Saturday, March 26th 
from 8:30AM until Noon in the parking lot of the 
Buffalo Ridge Animal Hospital. The hospital, located 
at 748 Campus Circle, is just north of Highway 466 
between Red Lobster and Golden Corral and behind 
Tire Choice. Bring your documents and other personal 
items for shredding.    

The service is free. Donations greatly appreciated!! 
All proceeds will go directly to the Humane Societies 
for the care and feeding of local  homeless animals. 
PERSONAL ITEMS ONLY. Sponsors reserve the 
right to refuse binders and commercial items.             □ 
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 FirstBank Ins�tu�on ID 472433 
Borrowers must pay taxes & required insurance.  
Must meet underwri�ng requirements. 

888-227-4779 
kcrissy@firstbankonline.com 

Bob Gersh  
Reverse Mortgage Specialist  
 

3596 Infinity Run  
The Villages, FL 32163  
 

Corporate: 800-486-8786 ext 813  
Phone: 781-202-7475  
 

NMLS ID: 787326  
 

rgersh@iReverse.com  

 

THE POA HAS YOUR BACK, DO YOU HAVE OURS? 
Become a member today, see Membership Form on Pg 3! 

                   "Hey, let's be   
                       careful out          
                                there" 
 

Sergeant Phil Esterhaus, Hill Street Blues 
TV show, 1981-1987 
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�� Have I been approved by ARC? (Arch-

itectural Review Committee).  
�� What's the condition of the soil? (Get a 

soil pH test through your county agricul-
tural extension service).  

�� Assess sunlight, soil composition and 
moisture conditions. You need to know 
these specific growing conditions in order 
to have the right plants in the right place. 

�� What is the purpose of the fence? (Most liv-
ing fences won't keep dogs out or children 
in.) 

�� Do you want a formal hedge or a more nat-
ural, looser look?  

�� How long, tall or wide does it need to be? 
�� Do you want a straight-line fence or some-

thing with a pattern or a more layered look 

 

Create a layout plan. Before picking up a 
shovel, sketch a rough plan of the area where 
you would like to create your living fence. 
Choose the right plants. Before heading to the 
nursery, get an idea of what type and size plants 
you'll need. The plants you choose should fit 
the landscape and home design. Be sure to 
bring your plan along. By discussing your ide-
as with a professional, he or she can tell you if 
the plants you want will work or suggest 
something better suited for your area. And if 
your budget allows, buy plants in 3 gallon 
pots, so you won't have to wait years for them 
to fill in.                                                                                              

Living fences constructed of shrubbery, trees 
or flowering bushes is an attractive and environ-
mentally sound way to define your property's 
boundaries, provide privacy and screen unsightly 
objects.                                                                               

 

Living fences have many attributes:                                                                                       
1. provide privacy from street traffic and 

neighbors;                                                  
2. provide friendly havens for birds, butter-

flies and other desirable fauna;               
3. create a sound barrier to reduce noise or 

act as a windbreak;                                 
4. mask distant or unsightly objects.                                                                                   
In the Villages, and in many communities 

like ours, any living fence must have approval 
from the Architectural Review Committee (ARC), 
as there are some restrictions. Your applica-
tion must include your site plan and landscap-
ing choices. Here's how to get started on your 
own living fence. Define the boundary or lo-
cation. If you're using the fence as a boundary 
marker, you'll first want to determine the pre-
cise location of your property line.                                                    

 

You need to know/find out:  
�� Are there any buried utility lines? (call 811).  
�� Check for irrigation heads and lines.  

 Our Gardening Column: 

Living Fences 
 by Anne Lambrecht, Master Gardener 

annegarden@embarqmail.com 

You might want plants of differing heights, 
as opposed to a tall screening, which attract a 
greater diversity of wildlife than those on one 
level. You also can use a cluster of plants to 
surround a patio or lanai, hide a shed, define a 
vegetable garden or add drama to a drab area.                

Here are some popular plant suggestions to 
create living fences for our zone (9a): 

Viburnum Odoratissimum, also known as 
Sweet Viburnum, is a fast growing shrub with 
large, leathery, dark green, glossy leaves and clus-
ters of extremely fragrant, small, white flowers, 
covering the plant in springtime. It grows 6 ft. or 
better. Hot sun and poor soil is not a problem.                       

Japanese Boxwood Buxus microphylla or 
Florida Boxwood Schaefferia frutescens are 
the only recommended boxwoods for our 
zone. Japanese boxwood: Easy care and cold 
hardy. Has small, thick leaves, with a slow 
rate of growth and a bushy habit. Since these 
boxwoods grow so slowly, plant them 2 feet 
apart. Florida boxwood: most are seen as small 
to medium-sized shrubs. Leaves are yellow-
green and rolled over slightly along the mar-
gins. Small, greenish white flowers appear in 
the leaf axils in compact clusters.                                   

Hollies, Ilex species, are reliable, low-
maintenance plants for Florida landscapes. 
Diverse sizes, forms, and textures exist, rang-
ing from large trees to dwarf shrubs. Some 
hollies can be used as informal or formal 
hedges or as foundation plants, while others 
make beautiful accent or specimen plants. 
Many are valued for their colorful berries, 
which provide food for birds and brighten the 
fall and winter seasons.                                                   

 

Simpson's Stopper Myrcianthes fragrans is 
a beautiful native shrub, easily trimmed and 
maintained. Finely textured and glossy apple 
green leaves with little or no insect or disease 
problems. Gorgeous fragrant, creamy white 
blooms in the spring, the flowers turning to 
red berries which songbirds, like cardinals, 
absolutely love. 

Here are some other plant options for living 
fences: clumping bamboo, pineapple guava, 
podocarpus, lady palm, dwarf Walter's vibur-
num. And, just like any other plant in your 
yard, your living fence will need to be ferti-
lized, watered and pruned correctly to achieve 
the look and coverage you desire.                                   

"Good fences make good neighbors". For 
information on some of the above plant choic-
es, go to https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu                     □ 
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Seniors vs. Crime 
Leading the Fight Against Scams 

IRS Imposter Scams 

Here are some of the warning signs 
that you may be the target of an IRS Im-
personator Scam: 
1. How will the IRS contact you? 

�� Phone – NO 
�� Email – NO 
�� Text – NO 
�� US Mail – YES 

2.   How will the IRS ask you to pay? 
�� With a prepaid debit card – NO 
�� With a money transfer – NO 
�� The real IRS will not require a specif-

ic type of payment 
 

When you have a tax problem, the IRS will 
first contact you by mail. The IRS won't ask 
you to wire money, pay with a prepaid debit 
card, or share your credit card information 
over the phone. 

 

If you get what you suspect is an IRS 
Impersonator scam call: 
�� Don't give the caller information, such as 

your financial or other personal infor-
mation. 

�� Write down details such as the name and 
phone number of the caller. 

�� Hang up. Never call them back in re-
sponse to a recorded message. 

�� Call the IRS directly if you are worried 
that the call is real. You can call the IRS at 
800-829-1040, or online at www.irs.gov. 

�� Report the call by filing a complaint with 

 

 

POA SPEAKERS AVAILABLE 
Call Cliff Wiener  352-430-8497  

the Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration at www.tigta.gov, or call 
them at 800-366-4484. And, report the call 
to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) at 
www.ftc.gov/complaint, or call them at 
800-FTC-HELP (800-382-4357). 

�� Warn friends and family. Tell people that 
you know that these calls are scams. 

 

Want to help your friends and family? 
Share this information with them and get 

more information at ftc.gov/taxidtheft. 
 

Remember, no one will watch out for your 
interests better than YOU.  When in doubt as 
to what you can to do to protect yourself 
against unscrupulous IRS impersonators, con-
tact your nearest Seniors vs. Crime office in 
The Villages for advice or assistance. There is 
never a charge for their services. 

Seniors vs. Crime can be reached at 352-
753-7775 at the Marion County Sheriff's Of-
fice in The Villages; 352-689-4600, extension 
4606, at the Sumter County Sheriff's Office in 
The Villages; or 352-750-1914 at the Wild-
wood Police Annex in Brownwood. Volun-
teers at all three offices are ready, willing and 
able to assist you. To keep up with the latest 
scams, LIKE 'Seniors vs. Crime Region 4' 
on Facebook.                                                  □ 

According to the AARP Fraud Watch Net-
work, IRS Imposter Scams remain the nation's 
biggest scam. Phone calls come from fraud-
sters posing as IRS agents. They threaten you 
with arrest, deportation or seizure of property 
or businesses, unless immediate payment is 
made for alleged back taxes. Recently, bogus 
mailing and faxes have been added to the 
methods they use to contact you. Remember, 
the real IRS doesn't call out-of-the-blue, nor 
demand immediate payment, especially by 
prepaid debit card or wire transfer. 

According to Amy Hebert, a Consumer Ed-
ucation Specialist with the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC), complaints to the FTC 
about IRS imposter scams have shot up over 
the last year — by almost 50,000 complaints. 

 

Here's how this scam works. 
�� You get a call from a scammer pretending 

to be with the IRS. 
�� Your Caller ID might show that the IRS is 

calling you. 
�� The caller might give you a badge number 

and might know the last four digits of your 
Social Security number. 

�� You are told "You owe money"; "You bet-
ter pay now or you will be arrested"; "Put 
money on a prepaid debit card or wire it to 
us." 

�� If you pay, you find out it's all a lie. It 
wasn't the IRS. It was a scam. If you have 
already sent the money, IT'S GONE! 

Irrigation  
Maintenance  

& Repair 
$35 

System tune-up.  Check & adjust  
entire system and provide written  

estimate to fix problems. 
 

352-409-3163 
(Service not available  

in Marion County) 

     U.L. OWAY.E255097 N.F.P.A #989991  L.P.I. Master Installer / Designer #1070 #1453 

Serving the Southeaster United States Since 1998 
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Village Car Wash  
& Lube 

Full Service Car Wash Packages 
Professional Detailing Center 

Car, Golf Cart, Boat & Motorcycle Detailing 
Pennzoil Oil & Lube Center 

 

970 Bichara Blvd 
 La Plaza Grande, The Villages 

352-753-1306 
 

 

Free Car Wash with Any Oil Change 

 

Golf Cart 
Approved 

$2 OFF 
Silver or Gold Car Wash 

Not valid with other discounts   
Not  interchangeable   
Expires Mar 31, 2016 

$1 OFF 
Basic or Bronze Car Wash 
Not valid with other discounts   

Not  interchangeable  
Expires Mar 31, 2016 

Online Training 
Available! 

No Need for Bulky Gym Equipment 
FUN and EASY Training AT HOME! 

Certified Personal Trainer & Villages Resident 
 

 FREE CONSULTATION 

OFFERING: Weights - Nutrition  
Balance - Cardio - Pilates  Reformer     
Flexibility - Yoga (including chair) 
ALSO AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL NEEDS:             

MS, Parkinson's & Joint Replacements CALL NOW! 352-801-1633  

ALL IN ONE INSURANCE 

 Home, Auto, AFLAC 
    Golf Cart, Health  
 and Dental Insurance 
             Insurance 

  by BEFORE you  
  BUY or RENEW!!                                                                     

THINKING ABOUT  
INSURANCE? 

  

The BEST PROTECTION at 
 the LOWEST PRICE! 

352-674-9015 
526 N  US  HWY 27/441 

Lady Lake 
Village Crossroads Plaza 

(Between Kohl's & Best Buy) 

 

 NOTE: ALSO coverages  
for Mobile Homes, Events,  

Directors & Officers, Business,  
and Workers Comp 



The Property Owners'  
Association 
P. O. Box 386 

Oxford, FL  34484-0386 
POA Phone   352-430-8497 

 

BULLETIN DELIVERY  
(Stop/Restart Date)  Email:delivery@poa4us.org 

  Phone: Shelley Pfaff  352-325-1540  
 

Officers 
President  Cliff Wiener              430-8497 
V.P.                Jerry Ferlisi               391-5261 
Treasurer      Donna Kempa    716-445-4008 
Secretary  Carolyn Reichel        205-8199 
Past Pres.       Elaine Dreidame      753-5069  
  
Directors      
 Ken Copp   751-0086 
 Myron Henry    205-8849 
 Sal Torname     350-2218 
 Jerry Vicenti     259-9746 
 

POA Staff 
Membership        Jerry Vicenti   259-9746 
IT Tech        Ken Copp    751-0086 
Bulletin Editor Elaine Dreidame 753-5069 
Advertising        Richie Hausner  446-4186 
Bulletin Layout   Jackie Awtry   350-7491 
Webmaster        Jackie Awtry      350-7491 
Hall of Fame        Myron Henry  205-8849 
 
POA Email    poa4us@hotmail.com  
 
Website     www.poa4us.org 
 

POA Telephone     352-430-8497 

$.50 cent off your order  
with this coupon - expires MAR 31 

 

Sign up for Ollie's Email @ OlliesUSA.com 
Get Discount Coupons sent to you 

OOllie's Frozen Custard 

Open Noon-10PM Daily Phone 259-3568 

  

"If you like Ice Cream-you'll love Ollie's" 

Next to First Watch in The Spanish Plaines Center 

LOOKING FOR  
DISCOUNT PARTNERS? 
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ADVERTISERS 
 
 

For Ad Rates and For More  
Information, Please Contact 

 

Richie Hausner 
 
 

POA Advertising Independent Sales Rep. 
 

 

352-446-4186 

 

POA Hall of Fame 
2004   Russ Day 
    Eva Hawkins 
    William Rich, Jr. 
    Glen Swindler 
    Jean Tuttle 
2005   Sadie Woollard 
2006   Charlie Harvey 
    Carol Kope 
    Frank Renner 
2007   Rose Harvey 
    Dorothy Hokr 
2008   Ray and Lori Micucci 
    Win Shook 
2009   Dorothy Morehouse-Beeney 
    Vinnie Palmisano 
2011   Pete Cacioppo 
    Betty Cunningham 
2012   Joe Gorman 
2013   "Class Action Five" 
         Elaine Dreidame 
         Bill Garner 
         Joe Gorman 
         Rich Lambrecht 
         Irv Yedwab 

 VIAGRA                SPIRIVA                   CIALIS 
100MG GEN         18MCG           20MG GEN 
$4 EACH         90 FOR $151.75       $5 EACH 

www.asiadvancedsecurity.com 

Security Systems ● Fire Alarms ● 24hr UL Alarm  
Monitoring ● Video Surveillance & More  

 

 
   

 
 

Justin Schneider- State License EF20000594 

 

Trusted  
Since 1981 

  

Family Owned 
& Operated  

Show your current year POA membership 
card to the Discount Partners listed on our 
website. Visit poa4us.org for details, scroll 
down to Discount Partners in the list to the left. 
Please say "thanks" to our Discount Partners 
for participating in this program.                     □ 
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