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What You Need To Know About

AMENITY FEES
Now And In The Future
In last month's POA Bulletin we reported
that the question of whether or not an increase
in the Amenities Fee Deferment Rate (AFDR)
needed to be looked at for next year. We included financial data of its current impact
supporting the POA position that there would
appear to be no reason to even consider raising the $155 AFDR in the AAC territory
(includes all homes situated north of CR466)
at this time. At the May 18th Budget Workshop, the AAC did their due diligence and
looked at all aspects of the AAC revenue
streams. In regard to the AFDR, it was the
unanimous position of the AAC that no increase in the AFDR was necessary for the
2016-17 Budget Year.
As a result of last month's POA article on
the April initial AAC Budget Workshop, we
have been asked by a number of members to
provide them with more information about
amenities fee controls, so we are presenting
them in this Bulletin article.
1) How is our monthly amenities fee determined? We all signed a Declaration of Restrictions when we purchased a new home
from the Developer. These Declarations basically read as follows: "Each Owner hereby
agrees to pay to the Developer, or its designee, a monthly fee or charge ('Amenities Fee')
against each Home site for these services in
the amount per month set forth in the Owner's

deed." The amenities fee rate being assessed by
the Developer for new home purchases from
the Developer is known as the "Prevalent
Rate" and has been used to determine the starting amenity fee for both new and resale purchasers throughout The Villages.
The Declarations provide that, "The Amenities Fee set forth is limited to the Owner named
therein. In the event the Owner(s) transfer, assign or in any manner convey their interest in the
Home site, the New Owner(s) shall be obligated
to pay the prevalent Amenities fee (Prevalent
Rate) that is then in force and effect…" The
Prevalent Rate is currently $145 per month.

This is why resale home purchasers may find
that their monthly amenities fee is significantly higher than that of their neighbors who may
have resided there for a number of years and
purchased at a lower Prevalent Rate. For example, the monthly amenity fee from 1992 to 1999
was $99 and has been increasing with the CPI
almost every year since then, with the exception
of the last several years, due to the low CPI, but
many are still not up to the current $145 Prevalent Rate.
(Continued on page 2)

Elder
Financial
Fraud
In The Villages

OLLIE'S FROZEN CUSTARD After the Meeting

Our featured speaker at the April, 2016,
POA meeting was Thomas Blomberg who is
the Dean and Sheldon L. Messinger Professor
of Criminology at Florida State University.
Throughout the United States, elder financial fraud is a growing social problem which
has resulted in considerable concern from private organizations and government agencies.
In an effort to move beyond speculation
and to provide necessary evidence to guide
effective policies and practices to prevent and
effectively confront elder financial fraud in
general, and in particular in retirement communities, the FSU College of Criminology and
Criminal Justice, in collaboration with Merrill
Lynch, is engaged in an in-depth research
study of financial fraud in The Villages.

All Residents Welcome - Come and Join Us!

(Continued on page 11)

Tuesday, June 21, 2016
POA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Third TUESDAY of the Month - 7PM
LAUREL MANOR RECREATION CENTER

Hurricane Readiness
What You Need to Know
Presented by Wayne Ward,
Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT) Training Officer
Followed by Questions & Answers
Audio and Visual in Overflow Room
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Amenity Fees
(Continued from page 1)

2) How are the increases in the monthly
amenities fee determined? The Declarations
state that adjustments shall be proportional to
the percentage increase or decrease in the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) from the date of
the Contract for Purchase for one year (some
are on an initial three year deferral) from said
date, and each one year period thereafter. Adjustments not used on any adjustment date
are deferred and may be used any time thereafter.
3) What is the Amenities Fee Deferral
Rate (AFDR)? It is a dollar figure that can be
used as the maximum monthly amenity fee
that can be assessed on any home site. The
AFDR is currently $155 per month for all residents of The Villages. Once your amenities
fee reaches $155, it will stay at that amount
until the AFDR is eliminated or raised. However, as noted above, the dollars not assessed on any property will be deferred and
may be assessed at any time in the future.
4) Who determines the Amenities Fee
Deferral Rate (AFDR)? If you live in the
VCCDD territory, (i.e., all homes north of
CR466), the Amenity Authority Committee
(AAC) has the authority to defer or not defer
amenities fee rates for its residents. It has the
authority to determine the dollar figure, if
used. You will recall from previous POA Bulletin articles that the AAC was established as
a part of the 2008 POA supported $40 Million
class action lawsuit settlement. It is a six
member committee, five members being full
time residents elected by residents, and one
member appointed by the Developer-elected
VCCDD Board.
The Interlocal Agreement which established
the AAC has two very important Articles
which pertain to Amenity Fees, as follows:
The POA Bulletin is published monthly by the
Property Owners' Association of The Villages, Inc.
Articles represent the opinion of the POA or the writer,
and Letters to the Editor postings represent the opinions of the writers. Care is taken to ensure that facts
reported herein are true and accurate to the best
knowledge of the POA and are taken from reliable
sources.
The POA assumes no liability for any information
published, opinions expressed, or delivery to any person or location. The POA does not endorse or recommend the products or services of any advertiser or discount partner. All publication rights are reserved. Publication or reprinting of any material contained herein
□
is by written permission only.

Amenity Authority Committee Powers
VII – "The Amenity Authority Committee shall be authorized to establish from
time-to-time a maximum Amenity Fee for
the Center District Territory (VCCDD)
such that increases in Amenity Fees whether
by Consumer Price Index, resale of a home or
otherwise will not result in an Amenity Fee
for a particular home within the Center District Service Territory having to pay in excess
of such maximum amount." (The Amenity
Fee Deferral Rate)
Limitations on Amenity Authority Committee Powers
VII – H. "In no event shall any action by
the Amenity Authority Committee result in
residents of The Villages outside the Center
District Service Territory being treated differently than residents within the Center District
Territory, (excluding all items contained in
the Project Wide Agreement utilized south of
CR466). It is understood that the Amenity
Fee rate applicable throughout the Village
Center Service Territory varies and nothing contained herein shall be construed to
mandate a uniform Amenity Fee."
Thus, there can be different "Amenities
Fee Deferral Rates" for residents north and
south of CR466, and secondly, there can be
different reasons to increase an AFDR. On the
one hand, resident amenity fees (exclusive of
bond debt required monies), north of CR466,
are controlled by the AAC, which is part of a
government structure and assesses amenity
fee increases only to the extent needed to
maintain the amenity services and facilities
and provide adequate renewal and replacement funds. Every dollar that comes in and
goes out is part of the public record and there
is no individual or corporation which would
benefit from having more revenue than needed. Any excess revenue would simply contin(Continued on page 4)

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
New System Sales, Installation, Repairs,
Maintenance on All Makes & Models
24 Hour Emergency Service
State Certified CMC 1249501

Licensed * Bonded * Insured

(352) 385-0195
Fax: (352) 385-0199

www.pipelinemech.com
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POA
Mission Statement
The Property Owners' Association of The
Villages is an independent organization devoted
to our home ownership experience.
The Vision/Objective of the POA is to make
The Villages an even better place in which to
live, where Residents' Rights are respected, and
local governments are responsive to the needs
and interests of residents.
The POA serves Villagers through programs
of education, research, analysis, representation,
advocacy, and legislative action.
The POA also functions as a "watchdog" organization overseeing the actions of our Developer and our local governments.
Specific POA attention is focused on housing,
community, neighborhood, and local government
issues. Special emphasis is focused on the
Amenity Authority Committee (AAC), our Community Development Districts (CDDs), the Florida Chapter 190 law that regulates CDD operations, and our Developer.
The POA has no ties or obligations to the Developer of The Villages which might compromise the POA position or its advocacy of Residents' Rights.
The POA, founded in 1975, is the original
homeowners' organization in The Villages.Membership is open to all Villages residents.
□

The Villages
Residents'
Bill of Rights
RESIDENTS have RIGHTS to:
1. Be treated in a respectful, fair, and responsive manner by the Developer and our local
government officials.
2. Have decision making authority for important issues in our community.
3. Elect our top government officials and approve appointments of the top administrative
officials in our community.
4. Approve major purchases of common property and the related debt obligations assumed
by residents.
5. Have local governments that are free of any
conflict of interest issues.
6. Be charged honest monthly amenity fees that
are used only for the stated purposes.
7. Receive full disclosure when purchasing a
home here in The Villages.
8. Receive an objective market appraisal for
major purchases of common property.
9. Receive objective, unbiased, unslanted news
reporting from local news sources.
10. Be informed beforehand by the Developer on
any major change in our community.
□
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REASONS TO JOIN THE POA
The Board of Directors of The Property
Owners' Association of The Villages (POA)
would like to thank you for your support
throughout the year.
The POA will continue to speak out for
residents' rights as we have in the past. The
POA has no special interest or hidden agendas.
The only interest the POA has is to protect,
preserve and improve the rights of all residents. We believe the POA is a needed check
and balance to ensure that the Developer and
governments decisions are in the best interest
of the residents.
The POA will continue informing and educating all residents (POA member or not) on

Seasonal
Residents,
Please
HELP!
POA BULLETIN DELIVERY
(Stop/Restart Date)

CALL 352-325-1540

issues that have an impact on their quality of
life and their public safety in our free monthly
Bulletin.
The third Tuesday of the month, the POA
has a general meeting at 7PM at Laurel Manor
where you, the resident, can participate in a
question and answer session that allows you
to ask questions and voice any concerns that
you might have, as well as hear a speaker on a
selected topic.
Active membership in the POA entitles
you to participate in our Discount Partners
program. (See pages 22-23.)
As an active member, you will also qualify
to receive our monthly email alert which
keeps you instantly updated on issues which

concern The Villages.
Your membership and contributions are vital to our existence. There is strength in numbers; the larger our membership, the more
credibility and strength the POA has. If you
want to know more about us, please visit our
website at poa4us.org.

Get involved,
Support your POA
in 2016
□

POA 2016 AND BEYOND MEMBERSHIP & CONTRIBUTION FORM
Please complete each section and return to: The POA, P.O. Box 386, Oxford, FL 34484

□ New Member □ Renewal

Number of People in Household: _____

PLEASE PRINT! or Use the ONLINE FORM found on our website POA4US.ORG
NAME(S)(1)_______________________________________________________________________________
(SAME LAST NAME)

delivery@poa4us.org

NAME(S)(2)_______________________________________________________________________________

Please let us know the DATES you will
be away, at least 2 WEEKS before departing, and we will stop delivery of the POA
Bulletin during that time.
□

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________

HAPPY FATHER'S DAY
JUNE 19th

(DIFFERENT LAST NAME)

VILLAGE_____________________________________________VILLAGES ID#________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE__________________________________________________
PHONE __________________________________________________________________________________

Village Car Wash
& Lube

EMAIL __________________________________________________________________________________

Full Service Car Wash Packages
Professional Detailing Center
Car, Golf Cart, Boat & Motorcycle Detailing
Pennzoil Oil & Lube Center

MEMBERSHIP
DUES (Please Select One):

Golf Cart
Approved

970 Bichara Blvd
La Plaza Grande, The Villages

352-753-1306

$2 OFF

$1 OFF

Silver or Gold Car Wash

Basic or Bronze Car Wash

Not valid with other discounts Not valid with other discounts
Not interchangeable
Not interchangeable
Expires Jun 30, 2016
Expires Jun 30, 2016

Free Car Wash with Any Oil Change

(We respect your privacy. Your email address is for POA Official use ONLY)

□ One year - 2016 - $10 per/household
□ Two years - 2016/2017 - $20 per/household
□ Three years - 2016/2017/2018 - $30 per/household

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION IF DESIRED: Please accept my
additional contribution to the POA in the following amount:
$___________
TOTAL AMOUNT FOR DUES AND ANY CONTRIBUTIONS: $___________

□

□

Enclosed is a Stamped, Self-Addressed
Please hold my POA Membership
Envelope, along with this form and my check. Card for me to pick up at one of the
monthly POA Meetings.
Please mail my Membership Card to me.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE POA
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Amenity Fees
(Continued from page 2)

ue to build the AAC Renewal and Replacement Fund, so if it is properly funded, there
would be no reason to raise the AFDR.
On the other hand, when the amenity fees
are collected by an individual corporation,
any excess funds it can create would be
profit, something every corporation strives to
make.
In both the September 1 and 3, 2015, editions of the Daily Sun, there was an article in
which District Manager Janet Tutt espoused

Great Products. Great Prices.
Great Service.

Wildwood - 352.330.1718
6000 Signature Drive
(Across from Brownwood™ on 44)

Mon-Sat 7am-6pm • Sun 10am-4pm

352-245-7900

Top Soil ~ Railroad Ties ~ Boulders
Granite ~ Fill, Sand & Clay ~ Cypress
Lime & Mulches ~ Lava & River Rocks
Basket Rock Flat ~ Pine Bark & Straw

13665 SE Hwy 441

Summerfield, FL 34491

the decision of the Developer to discontinue
transferring the amenity contracts and facilities to the Sumter Landing Community Development District, (SLCDD). Currently, they
are operating under the "Agreement for Services and Collateral Assignment of Amenities
Fees from Future Residents Between The Villages of Lake-Sumter, Inc. and Sumter Landing Community Development District" dated
November 30, 2005, which was a requirement
in the 2005 AGREEMENT FOR PURCHASE
AND SALE.
The first article was entitled, "Tutt: IRS
Investigation Makes AAC South Unlikely". In
that article District Manager Tutt advised that
the possibility of forming an Amenity Authority Committee south of CR466 was unlikely
due to the ongoing IRS investigation into tax
free bond financing of amenities in The Villages. She pointed out that the IRS's arduous
investigation had scuttled the transfer of properties south of CR466 from the Developer to
the Sumter Landing Community Development
District (SLCDD) and that, "… since the Developer continues to be responsible for those
facilities and services, I cannot imagine that
they would turn management of them over to
a resident committee like an AAC."
Residents have asked why, since the IRS
said the SLCDD could issue taxable municipal bonds, just not tax-exempt municipal bonds,
is the Developer unwilling to continue selling
the amenity fee contracts and amenity facilities to the SLCDD and to create an AAC for
residents south of CR466. The most plausible
answer is that the Developer would receive a
significantly lower price for the amenity con-

CLEAN & DRAIN
the standing water in your
Lanai/Screen Enclosure with a
PATENTED Drain System invented
by Village Resident Bob Earls

Available in White & Bronze

All you need is a Garden Hose

BJ's Cap-Drains, LLC
352-259-2744 • 352-454-6448
Call for FREE Estimate
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tracts and facilities because of the interest difference between taxable and tax-exempt bonds
and it would be financially more beneficial to
simply keep the amenity fees and facilities and
continue to contract with the SLCDD to provide the services.
In the second article entitled "District Operates with Transparent Changes to Better Itself
for Residents" Ms. Tutt states that, "…The
Villages of Lake-Sumter has been an inspiration to me and our District Staff… And I believe the current public-private partnership is
working extremely well." If we just look at
the face of it, the POA would agree, but we
believe if we look out to the future, it may not
be beneficial for the residents living south of
CR466.
The POA is concerned that as long as the
demand for new houses in the new areas is
great and may be even greater when the economy picks up, the Developer could begin raising the Prevalent Rate for new home buyers
which would also raise the Prevalent Rate for
all of the purchasers of resale homes south of
CR466. The SLCDD/Developer also might
raise the AFDR. For example, let's assume
that over time the Developer raises the Prevalent Rate from $145 to $160, and the AFDR
from $155 to $170 and the AAC keeps its
AFDR at $155, (which is below the "example"
Prevalent Rate). This would result in a higher
amenity fee for incoming purchasers of resale
homes located south of CR466 ($160) than
purchasers of resale homes north of CR466
who would come in at the $155 deferral rate.
Being a government entity which does not
have a profit motive, it is hoped the AAC
will not increase its AFDR for resale purchasers unless the financial position of the
Amenity funds warrant it.
Lastly, the Developer could elect to remove
the AFDR on all of the residents south of
CR466. The incentive of course, would be profit,
which is not the case north of CR466 because
the amenity funds are controlled by a government. The POA sincerely hopes the Developer's desire for uniformity north and south of
CR466 will remain more important than corporate profit.
Hopefully, this article will provide residents with a better comprehension of The Villages amenity fee nuances; and a better understanding of why the POA worked very hard to
convince the SLCDD and the Developer to
(Continued on page 5)
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Amenity Authority
Committee (AAC)

Amenity Fees
(Continued from page 4)

initiate the previously promised creation of an
AAC for residents south of CR466.
Even though we were not successful in that
attempt, we can assure you that the POA will
continue to oversee the actions of our Developer and our local governments, keep the residents informed, and make challenges when
necessary. We hope that you, the POA Bulletin readers, will support our continuing hard
work on your behalf by joining the POA today
– you can find a membership application form
on page 3. The more members the POA represents, the better it is for ALL residents
regardless of where they live. WE HAVE
YOUR BACK – DO YOU HAVE OURS?? □

Irrigation
Maintenance
& Repair

Meeting Highlights


A request was made that District Staff take
a look at the golf cart path on the Tierra
del Sol golf course that runs between holes
number 9 and number 10. It was suggested
that the path presents a danger to residents
leaving the recreation center. It was also
suggested that the curbing in the area
needs better identification.
 A request was made that one of the sports
pools be lighted so that it could be used
during the evening hours. The AAC
agreed to move it to the "Project Consideration List" which will be reviewed at the
AAC Budget Workshop.

New Business:


352-409-3163
(Service not available in Marion County)

Paradise Pavers
& Coping, LLC

352-753-2156
Free Estimates
No Deposits Required

$25 Gift Card
Installation of your choice
OR 10% Off
Pressure Wash or Re-Seal



May 11, 2016

$35

Decorative Walls • Repairs • Re-Seals

Old Business Status Update:

Audience Comments:

System tune-up. Check & adjust
entire system and provide written
estimate to fix problems.

"Paving Your Way
To Paradise"

ing for the upcoming Landowner Elections
of AAC members is being pursued.

It was announced that the next MultiModal Path Discussion Group (MMPDG)
meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 26,
2016, at 9:00AM at the Savannah Center.
The topic to be covered is signage on the
MMPs. This involves such things as: need
for reflectivity, consistency in size of
signs, larger words/letters, better contrast
between the words/letters and the background, enlargement of golf carts ONLY
signs, etc. It was suggested by Mr. Don
Deakin that members should travel on
some of the MMPs that they were not familiar with in order to better determine the
effectiveness of the signage being used.
The AAC also unanimously agreed that
they were not in favor of speed bumps.

Old Business:
Capital Projects Update


Golf View Dock and Pavilion projected
completion date is August 2016 with a total estimated cost of $331,262.
 Hacienda Trail and other multi-modal
paths north of CR466 reconstruction is
projected to begin in the summer of 2017,
at an estimated cost of $2,580,000. Settlement funds will be used.
 A Second Amendment to the Interlocal
Governmental Agreement to Create an
Amenity Authority Committee of the
VCCDD which would provide early vot-

Mr. Deakin requested that Staff follow-up
with the entities that attended the pre-bid
meeting regarding El Santiago concession
services but did not submit a proposal, in
order to determine why they were not interested in providing the service.

Supervisor Comments:


Vice Chairman Carl Bell requested Staff
review the applicable documents to determine if compensation can be received by
AAC members on a similar basis as that
offered to the CDD Board members.

Please go to the DistrictGov.org website
for the official minutes, agendas, and meeting
schedules.
Next AAC Meeting: Wednesday, June 8th,
9:00 AM, at the Savannah Center.
□

Pilates Reformer, and Classical Mat Pilates
Weights, Cardio, Flexibility, Water Therapy
Beginner to Advanced Yoga
Certified for MS, Parkinson's and Arthritis
Water Therapy

Online Training
Available!

No Need for Bulky Gym Equipment
FUN and EASY Training AT HOME!

Certified Personal Trainer & Villages Resident

FREE CONSULTATION
CALL NOW! 352-801-1633
60 OR OVER? SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE MEMORY SCREEN
Compass Research in The
Villages is oﬀering Free Memory
Screens to help increase awareness
and early detecon of memory loss
for those age 60 or over.

CALL TODAY
352-877-4039
www.CompassResearch.com
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AAC Budget Workshop Meeting

So What Happened
To The Needs Of
The CDD4 Residents?
A Little History:
Spring of 2015 - New Expansion in District 4 Announced:
With the expansion on County Road 42
(CR42) in District 4 already underway for 300
more Courtyard Villas and the proposed 300
units for Independent Senior Living, Assisted
Living and Skilled Nursing, all with amenity
privileges already approved by the AAC,
CDD4 could end up with 1,200 additional residents using their recreation facilities!
With these facts in mind, the AAC started looking for land on which to build an
additional recreation center and swimming
pool. Two potential properties were identified
as possible options:
 The old First Baptist Church, on 10 acres
behind the NEW First Baptist Church,
west of Buena Vista Blvd. on CR42



40 vacant acres on CR42, east of the
VA Clinic
The AAC decided:
 The old Church was the best option and
signed a "Purchase Agreement".
 The 40 acres was priced at $3 Million
and dropped from consideration.
Meanwhile, John Rohan and his staff had
been compiling information on usage of both
indoor and outdoor facilities at Mulberry and
Chatham and the results were presented to the
Committee. District Manager Janet Tutt recommended that a proposed recreation facility be a
"Villages" Recreation Center comparable to the
Chatham Recreation Center and include a
pool, outdoor courts and the recreation center
facility. She concluded by stating that a facility such as this could be an asset, even if it is
not needed for programming.
The AAC Workshop meeting scheduled for
March 3, 2016, to discuss recreation facilities
in District 4, was cancelled because the leadership of the First Baptist Church exercised
their right to withdraw their offer to sell the
old church property located on 10 acres behind their new church.

th

At their March 9 meeting, the AAC members responded to several hundred residents
attending the meeting by directing Ms. Tutt
to: 1) further investigate the 40 acres for sale
on CR42, including getting it appraised; and
2) look for any other viable properties north of
CR466 owned by the Developer, and any
available land on the perimeter of The Villages that would be suitable for the addition of
recreation facilities. In the meantime, there
were also requests for additional Petanque
courts, platform tennis and expansion of the
lawn bowling/croquet courts.
**************
At the May 18th AAC Budget workshop,
Staff presented their findings on the 40 acres.
As was previously known, the price of the
land would be $3M. What really stood out was
Ms. Tutt's estimate that it would cost $3,700,000
to build a Villages recreation center, a nine-hole
executive golf course would cost $3,526,000, an
additional $200,000 for professional services, for
a total of $10,426,000, plus other unknown
costs.
(Continued on page 7)
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activities that may be introduced to The Villages over time.
Some of the facilities that could be included in this "Complex" are as follows:
 Petanque courts – the CR42 acreage is ideally suited for them because of the large
number of big oak trees on the property
which could provide shade;
 Croquet Courts
 Lawn Bowling Courts
 Platform tennis courts
 A family swimming pool (Provided by the
Developer in the previously agreed upon
exchange for 300 additional Independent
Living/Assisted Living Units.)
 A covered resident-only lap pool
 A park similar to Paradise Park – Beautiful property for this because of the location of many large oak trees
 A Multi-use Building designed to facilitate
outdoor activities: – meeting room, office,
restrooms accessible from outdoors, storage rooms, etc.
 A 9-hole pitch and putt course
 Additional pickle ball courts
 Use your imagination

interest due through December 2020: $17,917,803.
Isn't it time that the AAC use some of the
Lawsuit Settlement Funds to enhance the lifestyles of residents in CDD3 and CDD4?
Both properties will be on the agenda for
the June 8, 2016 AAC meeting which will
be held at the Savannah Center at 9AM. □

AAC Budget Meeting
(Continued from page 6)

The idea that this land could be used for
less expensive activities, (the AAC had not
designated what facilities would be built on
the property and a number of suggestions had
been received), which would meet the needs
of both the CDD3 and 4 residents and the residents who had addressed the AAC with their
interest in particular activities were never addressed or suggested to the AAC by staff.
Rather, the $10M+ sticker shock set in as it
should have, and the AAC immediately abandoned the idea of the 40 acres because of the
$10M+ price tag and became receptive to Ms.
Tutt's presentation of her finding the Developer-owned 5 and ½ acres behind the Rio
Grande Postal Station, as a location to develop
Staff's "NEW CONCEPT – AN OUTDOOR
RECREATION COMPLEX". In addition to
its current facilities Staff recommended adding Petanque courts (even though this location
is only a stone's throw away from the ones that
are currently located at Paradise Recreation
Center), enlarge the croquet and lawn bowling
facilities and put in platform tennis.
When all was said and done, the AAC,
which is not permitted to vote during a Workshop, requested that Staff address the property
owners of the 5 and ½ acres as to availability
and price and report back to the AAC.
At the request of Mr. Deakin, who represents CDD4 on the AAC, the Committee
agreed to leave the 40 acres on the table until
they had all the information on the Rio Grande
properties.
Note, the identification of these Developer
properties on Rio Grande Avenue was NOT
supplied to the Committee prior to the meeting
so we cannot fault the Committee for not being alert to the fact that to use this facility,
golf cart users would have to travel on
Morse Boulevard and Rio Grande, two of
the most dangerous roadways for golf cart operators in the entire Villages, and secondly,
that there may be real value in considering the
40 acres for use as AN OUTDOOR RECREATION COMPLEX – the NEW CONCEPT
presented by Recreation Director John Rohan
at the workshop. The 40 acres could accommodate many more activities (which do not all
have to be constructed immediately) and still
have open space available for new sports/

Yes, the 40 acres has a high price tag but
there are no other large plots available. The
initial design could be to build from the back
of the property (abutting Villages homes)
north toward CR42. If it became obvious that
the AAC did not need to retain the total 40
acres for potential additional facilities, they
could sell off the property on CR42 and receive premium commercial prices for it making the $3M initial purchase much less in
overall costs. However, if additional facilities
are requested and we do not purchase the 40
acres, the AAC will likely not be able to accommodate future requests.
As an aside, the approximate total expenditures from the Lawsuit Settlement Funds that
have been expended or approved, to date, are
as follow:
MMP Reconstructions
$11,697,782
Misc., e.g., gate connectivity
1,862,265
Recreation Facility Projects:
LL/LC, CDDs 1 & 2
10,108,270
(Avg. $3,369,423)
CDD3
1,679,394
CDD4
14,958
---------------TOTAL
$25,362,669
Approximate Settlement Funds remaining
including cash on hand and payments plus

PLEASE PICK UP
ABANDONED BULLETINS!
If we inadvertently deliver to an unoccupied
house, thank you in advance for picking up
the abandoned Bulletin!!

Will Pick Up When
You Call or Arrange a
Convenient Time
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RETENTION PONDS
IN THE VILLAGES
The Plan For Destroying
Hydrilla Invaders

Hydrilla is a fast growing aquatic plant
which is rooted in the soil and grows on long
stems (as much as 25 feet) with many leaves.
You can usually see it floating just under the
surface but if it is advanced, it will look like
the picture above.

A contractor recently hired to treat hydrilla,
in the water retention areas in The Villages,
provided the District with the current plan to
destroy the invasive species and advised what
residents can expect to see.
During the month of May, a number of
ponds were treated with the herbicide "Oasis".
Although slow acting, it is a product that will
provide long term control of hydrilla and prevent vegetation from growing to the surface
for the remainder of the year. Many of the
ponds have little vegetation, or vegetation that
was well below the surface and not readily visible. In these ponds, the effect of the treatment
will likely go unseen, but so will the vegetation.
For those few ponds that do have visible
vegetation, the effect of "Oasis" is slow and
often times it appears that nothing was done.
However, once the effects begin, you will see
a clear "whitening" at the very tips of the vegetation. This is because the herbicide works to
block the formation of plant pigments which
help to protect the plant from too much sun.
As the plant attempts to continue growing,
more and more of it will turn white and eventually a combination of starvation (no new
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growth) and the combined impact of sun damage will eliminate the plant. The down side is
that this process can take weeks or even
months, depending on how much vegetation is
present and the amount of sun exposure.

For ponds used for irrigation, or which are
pumped into, a different herbicide, Aquathol
K, will be used to treat hydrilla. This is a
much faster acting herbicide and the symptoms will appear within several days. It will
appear the plant is "browning" and it will start
to turn mushy. Typically, within 2-3 weeks the
plant material will sink to the bottom.
The one negative of these treatments, especially the ponds with more hydrilla, would be
an increase in algae growth as the treatment
progresses. This happens because all plants
and algae require nutrients in order to grow
and as the hydrilla begins to decrease it uses
less nutrients in the water, freeing that source
for algae to use. The District contractor is
aware of this possibility and is proactively
planning to reduce the impacts of this growth.
If it gets out of hand, it can look like the picture below.

(Continued on page 9)

Page 9

The POA Website - http://www.poa4us.org

Retention Pond
Hydrilla Invaders
(Continued from page 8)

Algae Bloom - Algae contain chlorophyll
but lack true stems, roots, leaves, and vascular
tissue. Since 'algae' is a broad term including
organisms of widely varying sizes, growth
rates and nutrient requirements, there is no officially recognized threshold level as to what
is defined as a bloom. The photosynthetic pigments in the algal cells determine the color of
the algal bloom, and are thus often a greenish
color, but they can also be a wide variety of
other colors such as yellow, brown or red, depending on the species of algae and the type of
pigments contained therein.
As District management efforts continue, in
years this problem will decrease and the overall health of the ponds will improve. For
"Oasis", the "algae bloom" will be much slower and less pronounced, but for the Aquathol K
treatments, it will be intense and typically begin
to show in 10-14 days after treatment. The contractors will treat the algae as it occurs.
□

CDD4 Expansion
Updates
Mr. Gary Moyer, The Villages Vice-President
for Development, provided an update to the
CDD4 Board. Highlights are as follows:
 Marion County approved the proposed expansion in April.
 The Villages and the First Baptist Church
exchanged deeds and right of ways to enable golf cart access from the proposed
West Villas to the Clearview entrance to
The Villages. He stated that there would
be a sufficient buffer between the multimodal path and Villages homes and villas.



The next step will likely occur in August,
is the issuance of special assessment
bonds which will pay for the infrastruc(Continued on page 10)

PROFESSIONAL

EMBROIDERY

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

AUDREY ANN ORIGINALS
Screen Printing, Creative Custom Logos
for Clubs & Businesses

Tee Shirts
Hats
LOWEST PRICES & BEST SERVICE
Polo Shirts
Golf Towels

352-259-0131
Visit Audrey Ann Originals on FACEBOOK & Like Me!
Also, find Audrey Ann Originals on DEXKNOWS!

Saving Precious
Memories

609 W Lady Lake Blvd

War Time Veteran?
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?

Consider Joining Our Smoke Free Post.

Members Only Lounge

Convert your VHS, VHSC,
Mini's and Hi8 cassettes to DVD!
$8.50 per cassette
We also convert audio tapes, slides, & 8mm.

Call for a Quote: 352-750-2755

Open 7 days a week from 12 noon

Lounge: 352-750-0639
Office hours 9 AM to 4 PM
Office: 352 750-2099

Anxiety, Weight, Smoking, Other Issues
Most Insurances Accepted

June N. Steinbock, LCSW, CACH
State Licensed & Certified - Village Resident

Bill Bryan Kia
9039 S. US Hwy 441 Leesburg, FL

Sales: 352-321-3093
Service: 888-349-3596
"Where the people
make the difference!"

888-315-8687 or 352-461-0980
607 Hwy 466, Lady Lake, FL 32159
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tures of the two new villa areas. This will be
paid for by new villa homeowners only.
Marion County will commence installing
the water line extensions immediately. The
sewer lines are already in place.
Mr. Moyer stated there would be a bank and
possibly a "food market". He did not mention restaurants.
In response to a question, Mr. Moyer advised that a study had already been completed showing that the increased traffic
from the villas will not require any additional traffic lights on CR42.
Board members expressed their continued
concern, about safety issues, regarding the
use of Mulberry Lane as the only route for
golf cart travel to and from the East villa
development.
□

Still Cleaning Your
Dirty Grout
With This?
There is a
Better Way!

April/May Questions
&Responses Forum
1. A few months ago we had a great presentation on recycling. My wife and I have been
placing our clear bag on one side of the driveway and the other bag on the opposite side of
the driveway which has worked well. This
morning I watched the truck come down the
street and ALL of the bags, recycle or not,
were tossed in together. Perhaps this was a
one-time thing, they were just in a hurry, or
short staffed? If we are recycling, and they are
not, then we are wasting our time. R) If anyone else has experienced this issue, please notify the POA at poa4us@hotmail.com with
your information and if we deem it a problem
we will contact the appropriate administrator
to look into it. Also, make sure you are placing the recycle out on the CORRECT day.
Although trash is picked up 2x a week, recycle is only picked up 1x a week.
2. Is it true that the membership fee goes
towards the printing of the Bulletin? I don't
think most people understand or know that the
POA Board is voluntary. I think that if people
knew that the dues money went towards the
publishing and distribution costs, more residents who read the Bulletin regularly would
join. R) Very good points. All members of the

POA Board of Directors are VOLUNTEERS.
The Bulletin costs us approximately $125K a
year to distribute an issue each month. And,
those costs go up each year.
3. I have vertigo and I have to hold my
nose, mouth and ears to keep from getting dizzy when I go through the tunnels, especially
the longer tunnels, because of the fumes and
exhaust from the gas golf carts. R) The District Representative, who is with us tonight,
will pass this concern on to the appropriate
VCCDD staff member.
4. Regarding Deed Restrictions, does the
address number have to be visible on the front
of the house? We called Community Standards and they said that if there is not a number
on the front of the house they couldn't send
anyone out there. R) Seems likely that the addresses on either side of the property would be
used to locate the property. However, there is
supposed to be a number on the house.
5. Some of the lines, put down on the pavement to indicate where to stop in parking lots,
are missing or worn away. It is dangerous because people are just driving through the stop
signs. R) If you are referring to the parking
lots in the town squares, this is the responsibility of each commercial district. The representative here tonight from the VCCDD will
ask that it be looked into by Property Management.
(Continued on page 11)

352-396-7813
Tile & Grout Cleaning








Grout Restoraon
Color Matched Caulking
Granite Sealing
Loose & Hollow Tile ReBonding
Shower Repairs & Regroung

EXPIRES 6/30/16

Ask About
Our 10 Year
Warranty

Call & Schedule Your Free
In-Home Demonstration
(352) 396-7813

www.groutsmithlms.com

Expires 6/30/2016
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(Continued from page 1)

expose this exploding national problem.
The College of Criminology at FSU is the
number one ranked program for published
research. Research, data collection, and publishing articles are only the beginning; if the
research is to be worthwhile and to have function, it has to inform policy and practice. It is
estimated that every 12 months crime costs a
TRILLION dollars. In 2012, then Attorney
General, Eric Holder reported that 1 out of
every 5 senior citizens had experienced at
least one incident of fraud in the previous
year. This probably doesn't come close to the
actual numbers.
Additionally, it was reported that 2.9 billion dollars were exploited from elder victims
in 2011, which was a 12% increase from
2008. In 2012, then Secretary of Health and
Human Services Kathleen Sebelius estimated
that for every reported case of elder abuse or
financial exploitation, there were 24 unreported cases.
Research is typically based on "official statistics", or, what the police know. The problem with official statistics is that crime is under reported.

Highlights of Dean Blomberg's presentation are as follows:
If you haven't experienced elder fraud, it is
likely you know someone who has. The six
months we have been gathering data here in
The Villages (from surveys, individual interviews, Seniors vs. Crime and the Sumter
County Sheriff's Office) is just beginning to

What do we know about elder financial
fraud?
 Americans 55 and over comprise the fastest growing segment of the U.S. population and it is estimated to be a total of 50
million by 2020.
 Americans ages 65 and older control 70%

April/May Forum
(Continued from page 10)

6. There are wild boars in the back of our
property in the marsh. Does the District do
something with them, or do they just let them
reproduce? R) The boars sometimes damage
the golf courses which calls for action. Other
than that, if the boars aren't doing any damage
elsewhere, we are not aware that the District
does anything.
Audience member - I know a fella, you just
call him and he comes and shoots them. R) The
issue with that, which we won't be going into, is
the illegal discharge of a firearm in The Villages.
7. Who do we contact to report the golf cart
lane white lines are worn away on Paige Place
in front of St. Timothy's? R) The District Representative will take this report back to Janet
Tutt who will follow up. Note that you can
always call the VCDD District Customer Service at 753-4508 and report the problem.
□

Elder Financial Fraud







of the money deposited in financial institutions each year.
60% of Florida and Arizona residents ages
60 and over reported at least one fraud victimization or attempt during the prior year.
Many elder citizens who experience financial fraud do not report the incident.
Nonetheless, a conservative estimate is
that well over 20 million citizens ages 60
and above will fall victim to financial
fraud in 2020 with losses that could exceed 5 billion dollars.
Despite these alarming trends, our
knowledge of elder financial fraud and
prevention policies are without compelling
evidence. Specifically, we have little evidence about national prevalence, risk factors, and the most effective ways citizens
can protect themselves.
(Continued on page 12)

BONE DRY
ROOFING, LLC
Insurance Inspections
Citizens Approved

RC 29027460

Repair or Replacement of Shingle,
Tile, Metal and Rubber Roof Systems,
TPO Rubber Roof Overs
All of my roofers have 25+ Years
Experience roofing in Central Florida

CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS

Pete Tsirnikas (352) 669-6607
Licensed - Bonded - Insured
Family Owned and Operated

BROWARD FACTORY SERVICE
Sales - Service - Contracts

*For appliances up to 10 years old.
Offer extended through Jun 30, 2016

No Deducbles ~ Unlimited Service Calls
All Labor Charges ~ All Funconal Parts
Serving the Southeaster United States Since 1998
U.L. OWAY.E255097 N.F.P.A #989991 L.P.I. Master Installer / Designer #1070 #1453
Licenses: CAC057400 ES0000336 CFC056867

15980 S US Hwy 441 - Summerfield
BrowardFactory.com (352) 307-5100
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Elder Financial Fraud
(Continued from page 11)



Importantly, we have no concrete information on elderly fraud in retirement
communities.
There's a retirement community being built
in Port St. Joe in Florida, on the beach. It's
being called "the Villages on steroids". These
communities are booming across the country.
Is anything being done to prepare this new
community on what is about to descend upon
them? It is hoped, that with the current ongoing research, something CAN be done to prepare them.
The Villages, while it is large, has a lot in
common with other retirement communities.
This is the reason for the on-going study to
gather information about the types of fraud
that are most prevalent here. Specifically,
what are the risk factors? What are the prevention factors? What are the consequences
of experiencing financial fraud?
"I've never been more emotionally upset and
bothered than from what I've heard from some
of your fellow residents over the last six months
that we have been doing surveys here. It would
break your heart, and probably has already broken your heart. It's very sad. There are predators
out there that prey on elders. I believe there are
strategies that can control or prevent this type of
activity much more effectively."
The research draws from experiences reported by Villagers themselves. Similar to
what is found in The Villages, home services
and unnecessary repairs are among the top
two reported incidents of financial fraud nationally. The average reported loss to Seniors
vs. Crime for various forms of financial fraud
is $2,000 compared with an average national
loss of $1,000 for elder Americans who have
experienced identity theft.
We believe this is most likely because of the
"attraction" of fraudsters to "the Golden Dome".
Many respondents indicated that they weren't
approached by the criminal element UNTIL
they moved to The Villages. Senior citizens,
particularly widows, are being ripped off by unscrupulous people, whether it's fixing your air
conditioner so it won't work and telling you that
you need a new one, or other schemes.
The atmosphere of the retirement community creates feelings of safety that puts residents at an increased risk. Have you ever
looked at the types of homes surrounding The

Villages - the frequency of mobile homes, and a
lot of depressed areas? And, now you've got The
Villages. The Villagers don't work, they are retired, and they live in this beautiful community.
There is this "perception of opportunity" by
the criminal element. And, other retirement
communities will probably have the same
problem, if nothing is done to figure how to
go about preventing and preparing them for
potential senior fraud. Research shows that
many senior citizens are more trusting, when
they really need to be more skeptical of these
predators in sheep's clothing.
Research indicates that seniors with SOCIAL SUPPORT SYSTEMS are less likely to
fall victim to predators. Have family and/or
friends with you when the repairman comes
into your home, rather than just one single person, as this will be more intimidating to the
predator. The predators look for the smooth and
easy targets. Confide in your friends, share your
experiences with your neighbors and share with
your Property Owners' associations, talking
about these things. You've got to be vigilant and
you've got to share this information. Under reported fraud is a huge problem. If we are ever
going to be successful in changing the laws and
creating a support system.
Findings from Focus Groups and Interviews with Residents of The Villages:
 The magnitude of financial fraud victimization and targeting attempts in The Vil-
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lages is large.
Compared with their prior home, residents
note that fraud targeting attempts, fraud
victimization, and the frequency with
which financial fraud is discussed are
much greater in The Villages.
 Every resident we have spoken with has
been targeted at least once for a financial
fraud scam since moving to The Villages,
and a majority have fallen victim to fraud
and lost money. Moreover, those who
have not been victimized are on guard or
in fear of possible victimization, because
of knowledge they have of their neighbors'
and friends' experiences.
 Significant changes in one's life as they
age increase vulnerability:
a. Retirement;
b. Transitioning to live on a fixed income;
c. Changing social support networks;
d. The death of a spouse;
e. Recently widowed women feel especially vulnerable;
f. Increasing frequency and severity of
health issues;
g. Cognitive declines.




Victimization has profound impacts on a
person's quality of life and health
a. Scared to open bills and write checks;
b. Distrustful of almost all strangers;
(Continued on page 14)

(352)
753-7500
We Do Property Management
AND
Long Term and Seasonal
Rentals
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REAL ESTATE
COMPANY
LOCATED ON 466
IN THE VILLAGES
Unless otherwise indicated, area code is 352.

Sally Love
430-6960

Cindy Wise
446-8964

Kathy Abruzzo
552-1554

JP Porta
205-4110

Laura Jensen
460-7232

Julie Haines
512-8355

Pat Serafino
630-7230

Bob Berube
446-9969

Mary Grant
255-0300

Glenn Stein
Broker/Owner

Frank Melino
552-6773

Eddie Manson
552-6998

Bunky Doxsee
603-5775

Liz Dietrich
516-7739

Karla Mason
430-7725

Milford Leedy
874-4777

Jim Van Ostran
445-2300

Bob Gallucci
533-0427

Karren Schoman/
Teena Levy 430-9020

Lisa Esposito
207-3311

Jim Grider
391-4588

Peggy Schaefer
801-0040

Reba Pace
717-439-6966

Jody Held
446-6270

John Jones
772-349-4136

Karoline Clark John Mello/Linda Sears
255-7993
205-0595
205-0713

Frances Pierce
459-5601

Beverly Shive
409-6229

Carol Youkee
401-2121

Cissie Smith
391-0884

At
Realty Executives,
our only focus
is you!
Annette McCullough
350-0168

Denis Bissonette
446-7056

Linda Flack
239-910-0345

CALL ONE OF
THESE AGENTS
TODAY!!

LOOK FOR OUR SATURDAY AD IN THE DAILY SUN
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Elder Financial Fraud
(Continued from page 12)

c. Stress, anxiety, high blood pressure;
d. Sense of identity as adults who can make
sound decisions is threatened.
The consequences are dire when someone
is a victim of fraud, especially seniors. They
* * * * * * ADVERTISEMENT * * * * * *

11 Critical Home Inspection Traps To
Be Aware of Weeks Before Listing
Your Villages Home For Sale
Villages - According to industry experts,
there are over 33 physical problems that will
come under scrutiny during a home inspection when your home is for sale.
Whether you own an old home or a brand
new one, there are a number of things that
can fall short of requirements during a home
inspection. If not identified and dealt with,
any of these 11 items could easily cost you
dearly in terms of repair or maybe even a sale.
That's why it's critical that you read this
report before you list your home. If you wait
until the building inspector flags these issues
for you, you will almost certainly experience
costly delays in the close of your home sale
or, worse, turn prospective buyers away altogether. In most cases, you can make a reasonable pre-inspection yourself if you know
what you're looking for. And knowing what
you're looking for can help you prevent little
problems from growing into costly unmanageable ones.
To HELP the home seller deal with this
issue before their home is listed, a free report
entitled "11 Things You Need To Know
To Pass Your Home Inspection" has been
compiled which explains issues involved.
To hear a brief recorded message about how
to order your FREE copy of this report, call tollfree 1-866-278-8790 and enter 1003. You
can call any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Get your free special report NOW to learn
how to ensure a home inspection doesn't cost
you the sale of your home.
This report is courtesy of Ira Miller-ERA/Grizzard Real Estate. Not intended
to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright 2016.

lose their confidence in their abilities and they
lose self-esteem. A highly decorated WWII
veteran, bought this scam ticket that was going to give he and his wife these luxury cruises. He paid the money, and attempted to book
his trip, and kept getting put off. Finally, Seniors vs. Crime was brought in, but there was
no way to help get the money back. Tears
flowed; he was basically humiliated by a
fraudulent company.
Some of the residents said that one of the
things you learn in The Villages is that there is
NO FREE LUNCH, if it sounds too good to
be true, it's too good to be true.

LOCAL
HOMES
FOR SALE
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Recommendations from Villagers on How
to Protect Yourself from Financial Fraud:
 Education
a. Attend meetings held by Seniors vs. Crime;
b. Inform your neighbors and friends of
any suspicious mail, phone calls, or persons trying to sell you products or services.
 Research
a. Thoroughly research all companies
before signing contracts;
b. Shred any and all important documents before throwing them away.
 Remain vigilant and skeptical


Next Research Steps:
Through further data analyses and a large
national survey of elder Americans, we
hope to accomplish the following:
a. Develop a more complete understanding
of the salient life events such as death of a
loved one, change in independent living
status, and declining health that may increase one's risk for experiencing financial
fraud;
b. Develop a more complete understanding
of the protective factors against elder
financial fraud;
c. Develop a more complete understanding
of common fraud types perpetuated
(Continued on page 15)

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER?
ONE WEEK REAL ESTATE COURSE OFFERED AT FOXFIRE
REALTY AND BEGIN YOUR NEW REAL ESTATE CAREER.
FOXFIRE REALTY IS HIRING AND TRAINING LICENSED,
EXPERIENCED REAL ESTATE AGENTS AND NEW AGENTS
LOOKING TO EXPAND THEIR CAREER! 4 LOCATION AND
GREAT PAY PLAN W/ 100% COMMISSION AVAILABLE.

Call Us:
Lady Lake/The Villages
(352) 750-5110 or
Summerfield/The Villages
(352) 307-0304
Visit us online at: www.foxfirerealty.com

41 YEARS IN BUSINESS. COME JOIN US!
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Elder Financial Fraud
(Continued from page 14)

against the elderly;
d. Develop a more clear understanding of
the financial losses incurred and other
consequences that result from elderly
financial fraud.
Policy Plans/Recommendations
Launch a national media/education effort
aimed at publicizing elder financial fraud's
incidence characteristics, and "to do's" and
"not to do's" as either victims or support providers.
 Work with local, State of Florida, and national policy-making bodies for the development of comprehensive service systems
for retirement communities and other geographic locations with large elder populations that can respond and provide needed


services for residents related to fraud or
other forms of elder abuse.
Professor Blomberg announced that there
is going to be a major survey. He is working
with the Wall Street Journal and he wants to
run a series of stories about financial fraud in
The Villages, FL and other large retirement
communities. There was a meeting with AARP
in May and the hope is that there will be a profile of elder fraud in The Villages, FL. One

June, 2016
goal is to heighten the awareness of state government officials like Jeff Atwater and Pam
Bondi. There is work ongoing with the White
House Counsel On Aging. He said "We aren't
going to just sit on this; we need more and
more data." If you are interested in participating in our research study by being interviewed, please contact us. Julie Mestre, Email: jmestre@fsu.edu, Phone: (850) 645(Continued on page 17)

BECAUSE EXPERIENCE COUNTS!
Whether Selling Or Buying
CALL ME, I CAN HELP!

JULIE HAINES
352-512-8355

GET RESULTS
Get REMAX Randy

CALL NOW!
352-431-8179
See all MLS properties at
www.RandyErb.com
Randy Erb, REALTOR®, SRES
Seniors Real Estate Specialist
REMAX Premier Realty

Page 16

The POA - Champions of Residents' Rights Since 1975

June, 2016

Page 17

The POA Website - http://www.poa4us.org

June, 2016

point. The system is set up against us. People
on the other end don't have to identify themselves, they can mask their identity. There's no
way we can report them. R: The message that
our research needs to send to everyone is that
You Cannot Be Trusting of Emails, Telephone

Calls, or People Knocking on Your Door. While
this is not a "way to live your life", it's the way
you have to live today. In retirement communities, our elderly population is at risk.
The magnitude of the fraud in The Villages

Elder Financial Fraud
(Continued from page 15)

6101. We as a collective group can begin to
launch a campaign against this epidemic."
Questions and Responses followed the
presentation.
Q: How are you deciding who the predators are? What do you do when fraud is committed by family members? R: Nationally,
51% of all the elder financial fraud is found to
be committed by family! Moreover the problem is that the people don't want to report it –
"it's my son" or "it's my grandson" and "I
don't want to get them in trouble". Embarrassment is one of the biggest reasons, but what is
it that we value the most? INDEPENDENT
LIVING is why elders don't report the financial fraud, "my kids will come and 'save me'",
"take away my home". There is also a fear of
retaliation.
Q: My experience was my house cleaning
service. All I can say, is NEVER, NEVER,
NEVER pay up front. That's where I made my
mistake. R: Excellent point. I can tell you, as
a criminologist, don't trust PERIOD. Be skeptical. Never sign contracts unless you have
them reviewed, even get a backup review.
There are predators out there! Retirement
communities are their prime hunting ground.
Q: Computers and phones are an entry

(Continued on page 18)



35 years experience



Outstanding customer service



References upon request

888-227-4779

kcrissy@firstbankonline.com
Borrowers must pay taxes & required insurance.
Must meet underwring requirements.

FirstBank Instuon ID 472433

Are you 62 or older?


Bob Gersh
Reverse Mortgage Specialist
3596 Infinity Run
The Villages, FL 32163
Corporate: 800-486-8786 ext 813
Phone: 352-561-3096
NMLS ID: 810502/787326
rgersh@iReverse.com

David Kennedy
NMLS #384607
Kennedy.dp@hotmail.com
Direct: 352-391-3709

Borrow approximately 1/2 of the value of
your home with no monthly mortgage payments.*
Or



Purchase your NEXT HOME with approximately 1/2 down
payment with no monthly mortgage payments.*

*No monthly mortgage payments. Must pay property taxes, insurance,
and association dues.

Company NMLS #1415881
4620 E Colonial Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

This material is not from HUD or FHA and was not approved by any government agency.
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Elder Financial Fraud
(Continued from page 17)

is large. All of the people that we talked to,
every single one had fallen victim to fraud
AFTER moving to The Villages.
Q: I know a couple of women who didn't
put their husband's death in the paper. R:
This is a good idea.
Q: Are you up to speed on cybercrime?
Many of us are newbies when it comes to
computers, etc. R: When relying on focus
groups and interviews, the results will be a
little soft. Our next phase will be 8,000 residents across the US. Our hypothesis is generated from the responses we received here in
The Villages. Regarding cybercrime, we are
finding that people are afraid of using computers. That is something in our recommendations we would try to deal with. We did find
cybercrime not to be the predominant form. It
could be that our sample wasn't wide enough.
Q: These predators say, we'll trim your
trees, wash your sidewalk, and they never do
a good job. They want a check made out to
"joe blow" instead of to a company. R: Never
pay until the work is done, and consider getting a second opinion on large jobs, like replacing an AC unit. Talk to your neighbors/
friends, have a strategy and a support system.
Thoroughly check all companies. Be skeptical. Be Diligent.
□

Lightning Protection
Service, Inc. Underwriters
Laboratories

LETTE R S
Letter to the POA:

Right Turn EXIT Lane
Needed on Boone/27/441
There are thousands of homes on the east
side and more and more people are moving to
this side of The Villages. The Developer and
other contractors are building more new homes
on this side. During the winter months, when
the snowbirds and the renters are here, there
are just so many more automobiles and golf
carts exiting Boone gate.
We believe it is time for the Developer, or
whoever is in charge of the roadway at that
exit, to consider adding a right turn lane at the
Boone gate exit at 27/441. Sometimes there is
traffic backed up on Boone and Paradise waiting to get to the exit. You may have to sit
through two or three light cycles in order to
make a right turn from Boone.
Please continue to keep up the good work
to keep us really informed as to what is going
on in and around the villages.
Kenny and Judy Reeves

LPI Certified
Journeyman Installer

NFPA 780

UL 96/96A

LPI 175

POA Response: We contacted District
Manager Janet Tutt. She advised us that she was
aware of the traffic signal wait times at that exit.
She advised that it was a District issue and that
the gate attendants were paying attention to the
backups. However, after discussions with Sam
Wartinbee, the District Property Manager,
they were in general consensus that this is a
temporary high season issue – as with most
"opportunities" we have in The Villages. She
also noted that if you wanted to request the
Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) to have
a traffic study conducted they could explore
the appropriate expansion/markings of the
road, but that it would not be staff's recommendation to make any changes.
(Note, however, that the AAC spent considerable sums of money attempting to solve
the backup problems at the Del Mar gate. We
would suggest that if you want to pursue this
that you contact your AAC representative,
Lowell Barker, lowell.barker@districtgov.org
or 205-8140, and if he will support the needed
first step – a traffic study - then gather up a
number of residents and attend an AAC meeting and bring it up during Audience Comments.)
□

GOT MOLD?

Fusion Electrical Contracting

IS YOUR HOME MAKING YOU SICK?
DOES YOUR HOME SMELL MUSTY?

*service and repairs *surge protection *fans installed

TOXIC MOLD TESTING
FORMALDEHYDE TESTING

352-840-3043
Danny Mack
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*LED under cabinet lighting *senior discounts

Lic # ER13012866 352.470.3444

FLORIDA MOLD TESTING
SINCE 1991
State License #MRSA 463

Blinds Plus Shutters
"QUALITY FOR LESS"

●

(352) 430-7200
GRABER

●
●
●

The Most Trusted Service
Since 1969
True 24/7 Same-Day
Emergency Service
No Overtime Rates /
Free Second Opinion
Financing Available

Heating &
Air Conditioning

CA-C025444
EC-13004440

EVERY HOME A GALLERY.

Villagers Special
POA Discount of 20%
(must present coupon)
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er, I do not – nor does my daughter-in-law –
use the changing tables, very often, for one
reason: cleanliness and germs.

POA SPEAKERS AVAILABLE
for Villages Club Meetings
Call Cliff Wiener 352-430-8497

UPDATE: IT TOOK A YEAR, but we are
pleased to report that it was recently announced
that BABY CHANGING STATIONS have
been added to the public restrooms located at
the three Squares: Spanish Springs, Lake Sumter Landing and Brownwood.
□

Village Mover

LETTERS
Letter to the POA:

Baby Changing Stations
at the Squares
The POA received the following letter last
spring: "I am a very concerned grandmother
over the lack of baby changing stations. I do understand that a survey was completed last year.
The survey failed to report complaints that there
are NO changing stations in any of the public
family restrooms or regular restrooms. We
should not be forced to go into a restaurant or
our vehicles, especially in the rain or hot temperatures, to change a child/grandchild.
"I refuse to go into a restaurant, as a nondiner, to use their facilities. This is not fair to
my grandchildren, the patrons eating at the
restaurant, me, or the restaurant owner… This
would not be a problem if The Villages would
just put a changing station in all of their public
bathrooms."
In response, the POA forwarded the letter
to District Manager Janet Tutt thinking that
since she had recently had her first grandchild,
that she might support this request.
However, she replied that, "…Actually, this
has been asked and answered previously. I am
not going to recommend the changing stations
in the bathrooms… However, as a grandmoth-

WILLS AND TRUSTS
PROBATE
MEDICAID PLANNING

Old Fashion Quality Moving Experience

Mike Collop

We Sell All Moving Supplies!
• Packing • Paper • Boxes

352-751-2750
611 North Dixie Ave.
Fruitland Park, FL 34731

Katina Pantazis, Esq.

Serving The Villages with FREE Office Consultations
Home Consultations available upon request

Attorney at Law
Sabal Palms, 510 CR466, Suite 201
Lady Lake, FL 32159
352-600-2987 katinap@lawkppa.com
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Seniors vs. Crime
Leading the Fight Against Scams

Health Insurance
Exchange Scam
This latest scam comes with a threatening
twist designed to steal your personal information
and begins with a robocall purporting to be from
the Health Insurance Marketplace, saying you
need to purchase insurance or pay a fine. If you
do as instructed and "press 1," a real human operator will come on the line and ask for your
personal information, including your full name,
date of birth, phone number, income information
and Social Security number. At that point you
are toast – your ID has been stolen!
The Health Insurance Marketplace doesn't
make robocalls, and they don't ask for personal
information. These calls are from scammers who

THINKING ABOUT
INSURANCE?

ALL IN ONE INSURANCE

352-674-9015

526 N US HWY 27/441
Lady Lake
Village Crossroads Plaza
(Between Kohl's & Best Buy)

Home, Auto, AFLAC
Golf Cart, Health
and Dental Insurance
The BEST
PROTECTION at
Insurance
the LOWEST PRICE!

by BEFORE you
BUY or RENEW!!
NOTE: ALSO coverages
for Mobile Homes, Events,
Directors & Officers, Business,
and Workers Comp

are after your personal information. If you give
it to them, they will use it to make purchases and
open credit cards in your name.
How do you protect yourself against this
new scam?
Here are a few tips from the Federal Trade
Commission and Seniors vs. Crime:
1. If you get a recorded call, hang up. Unless
you signed up to receive recorded calls,
the call is illegal.
2. Don't press 1 to speak to the operator.
This lets the scammers know a 'real person' answered and that puts you at risk for
receiving more robocalls.
3. If you do speak to an operator who asks
you for personal information, hang up!
4. If you get a call like this, report it online
to the FTC, or call 1-877-382-4357.
5. Warn your friends and neighbors about
this new scam.
Trusted
Since 1981
Family Owned
& Operated

Security Systems ● Fire Alarms ● 24hr UL Alarm
Monitoring ● Video Surveillance & More

Justin Schneider- State License EF20000594

www.asiadvancedsecurity.com
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This is just the latest twist on scams involving health insurance. Scam alert! Some scammers offer to help you navigate the new health
care law for a fee. Scam alert! Others will
advise you that you need a new Medicare
card, because of the new health care law.
To learn more, visit the FTC's website at
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0394suspect-health-care-scam.
Remember, no one will watch out for your
interests better than YOU. When in doubt as
to what you can to do to protect yourself
against unscrupulous Health Insurance Marketplace scams, contact your nearest Seniors
vs. Crime office in The Villages for advice or
assistance. There is never a charge for their
services.
Seniors vs. Crime can be reached at 352753-7775 at the Marion County Sheriff's Of(Continued on page 21)
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Seniors vs. Crime

(Continued from page 20)

fice in The Villages; 352-689-4600, Extension
4606 at the Sumter County Sheriff's Office in
The Villages; or 352-750-1914 at the Wildwood Police Annex in Brownwood. Volunteers' at all three offices are ready, willing and
able to assist you. To keep up with the latest
scams, LIKE 'Seniors vs. Crime Region 4' on
Facebook.
□

VIAGRA
SPIRIVA
CIALIS
100MG GEN
18MCG
20MG GEN
$4 EACH
90 FOR $151.75
$5 EACH

Our Gardening Column:

Groundcovers
by Anne Lambrecht, Master Gardener
mrsanne04@gmail.com
If I had a new yard, I would have no turf
grass at all. I would have groundcovers. A
groundcover can be any type of spreading lowgrowing plant or shrub that is used to cover an
area. Groundcovers are wonderful alternatives
to turf grass because they require a fraction of
the maintenance, water and fertilization so you
spend less money on your landscape.
Turf grass is the best choice for active use –
recreation and heavy foot traffic, but groundcovers will grow where your finicky grass will
not and groundcovers are adaptable to a wider
range of environmental conditions. They grow in
deep shade or wet areas. Many are drought and
salt tolerant and can minimize irrigation. You can
put them in hard to mow areas like slopes or outof-the-way corners. Some grow well under trees.
Groundcovers are interesting. There are so
many species suited to central Florida and
they come in a variety of textures and colors
that can really compliment your landscape and

June, 2016
work well with trees and shrubs. They can
provide a transition from manicured gardens
to wild open spaces. Using two or three
groundcovers in a gradation of heights can be
an especially effective way to draw the eye
gradually downward (or upward).
The type of groundcover should tie in with
your landscape design. You need to be aware
of your environment before you choose. Know
where your sunny areas are during the year,
and the soil conditions. You need to know
about the groundcover you choose: texture,
color of the flowers and leaves, expected
height for the mature plant, growth habits.
Some groundcovers for shade: liriope,
mondo grass, ajuga, blue-eyed grass, coontie,
sansevieria and ferns.
Some groundcovers for sun: sensitive mimosa, juniper, beach sunflower, bulbine, perennial peanut, society garlic, and grasses such
as muhly.
Mulch groundcover with well-composted
material promotes water retention. Once rooted
in the proper spot, these groundcovers will require only minimal maintenance.
(Continued on page 22)
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Groundcovers
(Continued from page 21)

Keep in mind the effect of groundcover on
surrounding plants. You don't want groundcover to creep onto your other plantings. Vining plants such as Confederate Jasmine and
creeping fig can be grown on the ground and
then allowed to climb on a wall, tree or embankment to cover problem structures.
Two of my personal favorites are ajuga
(ajuga reptans) also known as bugleweed or
carpet bugle and sensitive mimosa (Mimosa
strigillosa), also known as sunshine mimosa. I
love the colors of ajuga – the green and purple
leaves with spires of little blue salvia-like
flowers that bloom in the spring. The plants
grow so tightly together that you hardly have
to weed. A fast grower and shade lover, ajuga
can tolerate morning sun. Sensitive mimosa is
a creeping sun lover with such cute delicate
bipinnate leaves that actually curl up onto
themselves when touched or watered. The
flower is a little round pink powder puff that
stands higher than the foliage.
So go ahead, forget your grass! But you
will need to get approval from the Architectural Review Committee (ARC) if you remove parts or all of your grass. Enjoy your
groundcovers: you will save money on
maintenance and have a much more interesting yard and garden.
□

DISCOUNT PARTNERS
The POA Discount Partner Program is a continuing benefit for POA members. Just show your
current year POA Membership Card when ordering the product or service listed here. And, please
say "thanks" to our Discount Partners for participating in this program. ("*" = new this issue). To become a Discount Partner, call Richie Hausner, 352446-4186.
24 Hr. Cart Club, Inc. - 3 months FREE
with sign up. Valid on initial sign-up only.
Present POA membership card. 352-330-1911
Battery Boys - Electric & Gas batteries.
We also sell & repair battery chargers. Free gift
with purchase to POA members. 352-643-1241.
Cozco Handcrafts - 1121 Main St., Sp
Sprgs, 352-430-0386. 10% off non-sale items.
Decorating Den in The Villages - Creating
beautiful rooms since 1969. 10% POA discount
- must mention this ad. 352-787-4603.
Edible Arrangements - Southern Trace
Shopping Center, 352-391-1334. $3 off order
greater than $25.
Entry Point by Perry Decorative Glass La Plaza Grande, 352-751-0883. 10% off any
non-sale items (cannot be combined with any
other offer). Present membership card.
Exercise2gether - 10% Off Services for
POA Members, please present POA membership Card. 352-801-1633.
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EyeSite of The Villages - Dr. Paul E Collins
- Grand Traverse "Publix" Plaza, Adjacent to
Brownwood, $50 Off Complete Eyeglasses Purchase. 352-674-3937, www.eyesite-thevillages.com
Flags & Flag Poles - 211 S. Hwy. 27/441
next to Tire Round-up. 352-751-1876. $5 off
installation of new flag pole for POA members. Discount on cash or check orders only.
Friar Tax Preparation Service - Barney
Madden - 10% POA Discount. 1544 Hillcrest
Dr. Villages resident. 352-751-4435.
Golf Cart and Club Security System - Email us at yunk38@embarqmail.com, 352-391
-9488. $3 POA discount (approx. 10%) for
Golf Cart and Club Security device.
Golf Clubs & Bag Lock - Gator Jaws, $30
each or 10% POA disc off on 2 or more, 352750-0488.
Grandma's Sewing & Crafts - Cushion,
pillow and chair seat recovering, personalized
gifts & custom embroidery, Specializing in baby gifts & personalized licensed fabric pillowcases for children & adults. Email myshopping14@comcast.net or 350-7124. 10% POA
discount.
Haagen Dazs - 1001 Lake Shore Dr, Lake
Sumter Landing, 352-751-0261. 10% POA
discount.
Handyman Bob Shappy - Villages resident, very reasonable prices. 802-236-3429
10% discount to POA members.
Honey Baked Ham Company & Cafe Best Buy Shopping Center 352-259-3900.
Buy one sandwich or boxed lunch - Get 2nd
50% off (equal or lesser value). Present membership card.
I. Stern & Co. - 10% off Hi Quality Golf
Clothing, 3405 W College Road, Suite 113,
Ocala. 352-307-4878.
Johnny Rockets - 976 Old Mill Run, Lk
Sumter Landing, 352-259-0051. 10% POA
disc.
Kiley & Sons Plumbing - 219 S Old Dixie
Hwy, Lady Lake, 352-753-5301. 10% POA
discounted labor on a SERVICE Call. Valid
on a minimum 1 hr of service for POA members. Visit our Showroom.
Kitty Camp & Resorts - JUST for CATS,
a Lovable Lakeside Cat Resort & Retirement
Home. 15% POA Disc. Call 352-205-4284.
L. Rae Jewelry Appraisal Services - Certified Gemologist, Villages resident, Appt only, 10% POA discount, 352-430-2991.
(Continued on page 23)

Page 23

June, 2016

The POA Website - http://www.poa4us.org

DISCOUNT PARTNERS
(Continued from page 22)

Lopez Professional Landscaping - Reasonable Prices, references upon request, 10%
discount to POA members. 352-484-8098.
Massage Therapy - In my office. 10%
POA discount from normal $60 per hour. Call
Susan at 352-638-7649, license #ma53841.
Minami Granite Designs Inc. - 1806 N.E.
2nd Ave, Ocala FL. Free stainless steel sink
w/kitchen counter do-over. 352-671-9800.
MOE'S Southwest Grill - Rolling Acres
Plaza, 430-3610. BOGO free every Saturday
w/purchase of two medium drinks! Not valid
w/any other offer. One offer per POA family.
Ollie's Frozen Custard - Use the Ollie's
Coupon below.
Panda Express - 869 N Hwy. 27/441,
Home Depot Plaza, 352-751-2507. 10% POA
discount, not valid with coupons or specials.
Plaza Jewelers - 16770 S. Hwy. 441,
Baylee Plaza, 352-307-3846. 20 to 40% POA
saving off retail price; all watch batteries $4.
Routed Lamp Post Signs - Denny Farrisowner 419-705-5272 Market nights 5 - 9 PM
Spanish Springs Mon & Wed. Sumter Landing Tues. & Thurs. 10% POA discount.
S & N Lawn Care And Maintenance Free Estimates. No Contracts. 10% discount to
POA members. 352-445-8137 or 352-209-8288.
Sparr Building & Farm Supply - At Hwy
44 & Signature Dr, Wildwood. 352-330-1718.
10% disc. on Pool Supplies & Benjamin Moore
Paints, excludes Aura & sale items.
Tip Top Tree Experts - All tree work,
landscaping, paving, pressure wash, and home
repairs. 10% POA discount. 352-516-8820.
Tri-County Tile & Home Improvements
- Lake County Resident & Home Improvement for 25 years. Call 352-978-3556. 15%
Discount (on labor) to POA Members only.
Ultimate Handyman Services - Drywall,
trim/crowns, paint/remodel. Insured. 10%
POA discount. John Sainiak, 352-516-2976.
Villages Apparel - Southern Trace Shopping Center, 750-1600. 10% POA disc off
custom screen printing, min order 25 shirts.
Villages Car Wash and Lube - Bichara
Blvd, La Plaza Grande Center, 753-1306. $1
POA disc off regular price of silver/gold wash.
Wholesale Computer Components - Terrace Shoppes Spruce Creek, Summerfield,
across from Wal-Mart, 245-1500. $15 POA discount on any computer repair.
□

POA Hall of Fame
2004

2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2011
2012
2013

Russ Day
Eva Hawkins
William Rich, Jr.
Glen Swindler
Jean Tuttle
Sadie Woollard
Charlie Harvey
Carol Kope
Frank Renner
Rose Harvey
Dorothy Hokr
Ray and Lori Micucci
Win Shook
Dorothy Morehouse-Beeney
Vinnie Palmisano
Pete Cacioppo
Betty Cunningham
Joe Gorman
"Class Action Five"
Elaine Dreidame
Bill Garner
Joe Gorman
Rich Lambrecht
Irv Yedwab

The Property Owners'
Association
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Oxford, FL 34484-0386
POA Phone 352-430-8497
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(Stop/Restart Date) Email: delivery@poa4us.org

CALL 352-325-1540
Officers
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Cliff Wiener
430-8497
Jerry Ferlisi
391-5261
Donna Kempa 716-445-4008
Carolyn Reichel
205-8199
Elaine Dreidame
753-5069
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Ken Copp
751-0086
Myron Henry
205-8849
Bob Rovegno 704-618-1459
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Membership
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ADVERTISERS
Ollie's Frozen Custard
"If you like Ice Cream-you'll love Ollie's"

$.50 cent off your order
with this coupon - expires JUN 30
Sign up for Ollie's Email @ OlliesUSA.com
Get Discount Coupons sent to you
Next to First Watch in The Spanish Plaines Center

Open Noon-10PM Daily

Phone 259-3568

For Ad Rates and For More
Information, Please Contact

Richie Hausner
POA Advertising Independent Sales Rep.

352-446-4186
rhausnerpoa@hotmail.com
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