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The Official POA 
Watch List 2025

#1 Growth – The Villages 
continues to be the fastest 
growing community in the 
country, with residents 

wondering when/if it will ever end, and how 
infrastructure of both commercial and roads can 
keep up with the on-going residential expansion, 
currently occurring mainly in Wildwood.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s statistics, 
The Villages MSA grew in population by 16.8% 
from 2020 to 2023, with more than 20,000 
people moving to the Sumter County portion of 
The Villages in those three years. Sumter County 
is the 12th fastest growing county in the nation. 
Demographers from the Bureau of Economic and 
Business Researchers (BEBR) are forecasting an 
additional 36% growth in population in the next 
decade. 

Growth is real and so are the challenges that 
come with it. With residents expected to take 
over the costs for maintenance as part of their 
annual Community Development District 
(CDD) maintenance costs and shared costs 
with the Project Wide Fund. The Project Wide 
Fund currently funds maintenance for shared 
infrastructure, signage, multi-modal paths and 
items listed on “Exhibit A” of the Project Wide 
agreement that includes CDDs 5-13, with a 
budget of $120.5 million in 2024. A new Eastport 
Maintenance Fund and an Advisory Committee 
were established for districts 14 and 15.

In October 2024, 
the Sumter Landing 
Community Development District (SLCDD) voted 
to move forward with the purchase of the Amenity 
Assets and Amenity Fees revenue stream from the 
Developer. The last purchase of these assets and 
fees that included CDDs 5-11 cost the residents 
$435 million, paid for with bonds to be repaid 
though resident Amenity Fees.

Growth also requires additional infrastructure, 
including, most importantly, an expansion of Fire 
and EMS services. The POA advocated for the use of 
fire impact fees to pay for these necessary services, 
while the District Manager and the Villages Center 
Community Development District (VCCDD) quietly 
entered into a purchase agreement to buy the new 
fire stations, 47 and 48, from the Developer. ALL 
residents will now pay for the lease-to-own deal, 
again with their Amenity Fees. All of this was done 
without input from the newly created Villages 
Public Safety Department Dependent District 
(VPSDDD), created by Sumter County ordinance in 
November 2023. (See #2 on page 2.)

Add concerns about failing or aging stormwater 
pipes, reconstruction of amenities such as the 
platform tennis court in CDD 9, depressions/
sinkholes, quality of multi-modal paths south of CR 
44, issues of safety on all multi-modal paths, safety 
of golf cart/bike lanes that are incorporated on 
roadways, and the POA has more than enough on 
this one topic to keep an eye on.

GROW TH
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Mission Statement 
The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. (POA) 
is the original property owners’ group in 
The Villages. Established in 1975, the POA 
operates with complete independence from 
the Developer of The Villages. Membership is 
open to all property owners and residents of 
The Villages. The POA is committed to acting as 
a watchdog to ensure that the Developer and 
local government are responsive to the needs, 
interests, and rights of residents. 

Vision The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. 
(POA) is a champion for the rights of residents 
of The Villages. Guided by member input, 
investigation and determination, the POA brings 
attention to and acts on issues that may impact 
property values and quality of life.

Goals The POA provides 1) a forum for 
discussion of issues; 2) research and analysis; 
3) programs of interest; and, 4) is a conduit for 
objective and accurate information. Specific 
attention is given to resolving housing, 
community and local government issues.

Values 
 Independence  Honesty  Fairness 
 Objectivity  Respect

The POA Declaration of 
Independence 
The POA is free of any outside influence. This 
is the only way we can assure our members of 
absolute autonomy to act on their behalf. From 
the very beginning in 1975, we recognized this 
need for independence, and we’ve cherished and 
nurtured it ever since.

The POA Bulletin is published monthly by the Property 
Owners’ Association of The Villages, Inc. Articles represent 
the opinion of the POA or the writer, and Letters to the POA 
postings represent the opinions of the writers. Care is taken 
to ensure that facts reported herein are true and accurate to 
the best knowledge of the POA and are taken from reliable 
sources. The POA assumes no liability for any information 
published, opinions expressed, or delivery to any person 
or location. The POA does not endorse or recommend the 
products or services of any advertiser or discount partner. All 
publication rights are reserved. Publication or reprinting of 
any material contained herein is by written permission only. 
The POA reserves the right to remove and/or discontinue 
any advertisement or advertiser from its POA Bulletin at any 
time at its sole discretion.

Growth has created a vibrant local economy 
and amenities that are unparalleled in other 
retirement communities. But it should not come 
at the expense of adequate attention to older 
infrastructure and safety.

#2 Villages Public Safety 
Department Dependent 
District
The Villages Public Safety 
Department Dependent District 

(VPSDDD) was created by Sumter County 
ordinance in November 2023. According to the 
District website, “VPSDDD has the duty and 
authority as authorized by law and Ordinance 
2023-18 to provide fire, rescue, and EMS transport 
service facilities, infrastructure, and other public 
facilities to the property owners within the 
established boundaries.”

The ordinance gave the VPSDDD the authority to 
levy and collect special assessments to construct, 
operate, and maintain facilities and services 
provided. This does not include Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) or ambulance transport. 
Residents saw the new assessment fee on their 
tax bills for 2024. 

However, a portion of the funding – the Municipal 
Service Tax Unit (MSTU – was reduced to zero 
when outgoing Sumter County Commissioner 
Oren Miller voted against the measure for a 
second time, after the Florida Department of 
Revenue told Sumter County that a new millage 
rate required a unanimous vote. Sumter County 
is disputing the directive; however, the Revenue 
Department has advised the Sumter County Tax 
Collector to issue refund checks to those who 
have already paid the tax. 

According to the Villages Fire Chief, Brian Twiss, 
the impact of the lost revenue will likely delay the 
opening of Fire Stations 46 and 49 because they 
will not be able to staff them.

The POA is concerned that the VPSDDD was 
not brought into the discussions regarding the 
purchase of these fire stations and the proposed 
funding, as the Board members and residents 
were originally told they would be leased from 
the Developer. The cost to ALL residents may 
ultimately be the same, however, if this Board is 

supposed to set the budget and assessments to 
residents, shouldn’t it be given the courtesy of 
being involved? The November meeting of the 
VPSDDD Board was cancelled. 

It seems to the POA that this Board has essentially 
been stripped of any oversight as to how the 
Department will operate or be funded. The 
number of meetings of the board has been 
reduced to seven, with the next meeting 
scheduled for January 8 at 1:30 at Savannah 
Center. The Board has agreed to discuss fire impact 
fees at this meeting.

As The Villages continues to grow, the POA will 
remain firm in its opinion that new fire stations 
and equipment should be paid for through a fire 
impact fee. Growth should pay for growth, just as 
it does with the road impact fee.

#3 Multi-Modal Path 
Discussion Group 
(MMPDG)
POA President and CDD 4 Board 
Chair Cliff Wiener has continued 

to pursue the reactivation of the Multi-Modal 
Path Discussion Group (MMPDG) to keep safety 
issues on the paths at the forefront of discussions. 
The Amenity Authority Committee (AAC), and 
CDDs 1, 2, 4, 5, 7 and 12 have passed resolutions 
to participate. CDDs 6, 8, 9 and 10 did not have 
meetings in December to adopt the resolution and 
CDDs 3, 11 and 13 have decided not to engage with 
the group.

Cliff has specifically been a proponent of reflective 
markers on the paths, as opposed to the highly 
controversial and more expensive striping options 
discussed in years past. He has also expressed 
concerns about carts that share the roadways 
with cars. Just last month a serious accident 
occurred again on North Morse Boulevard when 
a golf cart driver attempted to make a left turn in 
front of an on-coming car.

While nothing can prevent any driver from 
making unsafe maneuvers, Cliff hopes that 
continued stepped-up enforcement promised by 
new Sumter County Sheriff Pat Breeden will make 
drivers of both cars and golf carts more aware of 
their responsibilities. “We already know that the 
speed enforcement has worked on Morse Blvd. 

VPSDDD

M MPDG
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Please only use this form if you will be mailing a check. To pay by credit card, visit POA4us.org
MEMBERSHIP DUES   Joining or   Renewing at $15 per year per household
# of Years ( 1 - 10 ) ___________  Membership Amount $ __________
Donation (optional) $ ________  Total Enclosed $ _______________
ACCOUNT INFORMATION 
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# of Residents at address below  ____________________________________________
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Phone Number ____________________ Village Name  __________________________
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2nd Resident First & Last Name _____________________________________________
Relation  _______________________________________________________________

BULLETIN DELIVERY   Driveway   E-Bulletin   Driveway & E-Bulletin   None  
(Note: if no preference circled then Driveway is default, once account established, make changes at poa4us.org) 
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO THE POA. 
Enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope for membership card(s).  
MAIL TO: The POA, 8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane PMB111, The Villages, FL 32162

JOIN THE POA TODAY!
We respect your privacy.  
This information is for POA Official use ONLY.

Delivery Drivers Needed 
In The Following Areas
Route 2 • BelleAire, Glenbrook, 

Harmswood, Polo Ridge, Summerhill 
Route 13 • Pinellas, Collier, Gilchrist 

Email poa4you@gmail.com with the  
Route # in the subject line. 

HELP 
WANTED

and other areas, and we appreciate the Sheriff 
helping us out,” Cliff said. He also believes that 
something needs to be done about the significant 
danger of making left turns, especially on Morse 
and has asked Captain Bob Siemer to become part 
of the discussion group.

The MMPDG will meet on January 21 at 2 pm at 
Savannah Center to continue the dialogue on 
these safety issues.

#4 UF Health Spanish 
Plains Hospital (formerly 
The Villages Hospital) 
Quality Improvements 
and Foundation Funding

The hospital in The Villages, now known as  
UF Health Spanish Plains Hospital, has always 
been on the POA Watch List. Residents have had 
a litany of complaints over the years, from wait 
times in the Emergency Department to quality  
of care. 

The University of Florida Health System (UF 
Health) took over the hospital three years ago, and 
under the continuing leadership and commitment 
of Chief Clinical Officer, Cheryl Chestnutt, the tide 
seems to be changing – for the better. While not 
yet at the ratings residents or even Ms. Chestnutt 
are happy with, improvements are being made 
and complaints are fewer.

Although Ms. Chestnutt said last March she hoped 
by Fall to be at a “B” from the healthcare rating 
group, The Leapfrog Group, it continued to show 
a “C.” The report itself shows improvement in 
several areas, which hopefully will be a continuing 
trend.

Ms. Chestnutt is scheduled to present to the 
POA membership again in March 2025.

Another area the POA will begin to watch is where 
funds contributed to the UF Health Local (Villages 
Hospital) Foundation are spent. Obviously, the 
POA believes they should be used for the benefit 
of The Villages local hospital, and not placed in 
a General Fund which can be used anywhere in 
the UF Health system. The POA will explore how 

much has been raised locally and how those 
contributions have been allocated.

#5 Property Insurance  
The POA has watched the 
burgeoning costs of coverage, the 
number of insurance companies 
that have left the State of Florida, 

and the continuing reports of cancelled coverages. 
With three hurricanes hitting Florida in 2024, 
the POA and residents are wondering what 
effects these events will have for homeowners 
in the coming year. The POA will report any 
developments in this important area as they 
occur.
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$40 SYSTEM CHECK Offer expires 10/31/22.   
Call for details.  
Must present coupon.

Offer expires 1/31/25.   
Call for details.  
Must present coupon.

Serving Marion & Surrounding Counties since 1982! 
www.JerryMartinIrrigation.com

Marion C-7085 
Sumter C-2899 

Lake C-21151
Licensed & Insured 
Certified Backflow Tester

FREE SYSTEM CHECK 
W I T H  C O M P L E T E D  R E P A I R
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#6 Morse Boulevard 
Safety
With a recent horrific accident 
involving driver error in 
attempting a left turn on North 

Morse Boulevard, Villagers are reminded of their 
responsibility in utilizing safe driving practices, 
especially on this roadway. According to the 
chair of the Multi-Modal Path Discussion Group, 
even though Morse Boulevard is not a multi-
modal path, the safety concerns especially when 
attempting to cross or make a left turn cannot be 
ignored.

The POA will continue to work with the Sumter 
County Sheriff’s Department to find solutions and 
will continue efforts to remind the public to take 
safety seriously. 

Watch List continued from page 3
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D E A L E R S H I P   
C A D I L L A C

LOCATION 
12345 Main Street
Anytown USA
12345

SALES 
XXX.XXX.XXX
Mon-Sat Xam-Xpm
Sunday Closed

SERVICE 
XXX.XXX.XXX
Mon-Sat Xam-Xpm
Sunday Closed

DealerCadillac.com ©2023 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

2023 CADILLAC MODEL AND TRIM

X.XX% APR1

FOR XX MONTHS

PLUS

$XXXPURCHASE
ALLOWANCE2

FOR WELL-
QUALIFIED BUYERS

1.  Monthly payment is $XX.XX for every $1,000 financed. Average example down payment is XX.X%. Some customers may not qualify. Not avail-
able with lease and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by XX/XX/XX.      2. Not available with lease and some other offers. Take new retail 

delivery by XX/XX/XX.  © 2023 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®
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2023 CADILLAC MODEL AND TRIM

X.XX% APR1

FOR XX MONTHS

PLUS

$XXXPURCHASE
ALLOWANCE2

FOR WELL-
QUALIFIED BUYERS

1.  Monthly payment is $XX.XX for every $1,000 financed. Average example down payment is XX.X%. Some customers may not qualify. Not avail-
able with lease and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by XX/XX/XX.      2. Not available with lease and some other offers. Take new retail 

delivery by XX/XX/XX.  © 2023 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

2025 CADILLAC XT4, XT5 & XT6

FOR WELL-QUALIFIED 
BUYERS

FOR

3.9% APR1

36 MONTHS

PLUS

PURCHASE ALLOWANCE2

WHEN YOU FINANCE THROUGH CADILLAC FINANCIAL

$1,000

1. Monthly payment is $29.48 for every $1,000 financed. Average example down payment is 21.5%. Some customers may not qualify. Not available with lease and some 

other offers. Take new retail delivery by 1/2/25.   2. MUST FINANCE THROUGH CADILLAC FINANCIAL. Some customers may not qualify. Not available with lease and some 

other offers. Take new retail delivery by 1/2/25. © 2024 General Motors. Cadillac Financial and the Cadillac logo are trademarks and/or service marks of General Motors 

LLC, used with permission. Cadillac Financial is a division of GM Financial. All rights reserved. Cadillac® XT4® XT5® XT6®

SULLIVAN
CADILLAC

SullivanCadillac.com

SALES
352.702.9372
Mon-Fri 8:30am-8pm
Sat 8:30am-7pm
Sun 12pm-5pm

SERVICE
352.702.9372
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat 8am-5pm

©2024 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

LOCATION
4040 SW College Rd.
Ocala, FL 
34474
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able with lease and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by XX/XX/XX.      2. Not available with lease and some other offers. Take new retail 

delivery by XX/XX/XX.  © 2023 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

D E A L E R S H I P   
C A D I L L A C

LOCATION 
12345 Main Street
Anytown USA
12345

SALES 
XXX.XXX.XXX
Mon-Sat Xam-Xpm
Sunday Closed

SERVICE 
XXX.XXX.XXX
Mon-Sat Xam-Xpm
Sunday Closed

DealerCadillac.com ©2023 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

2023 CADILLAC MODEL AND TRIM

X.XX% APR1

FOR XX MONTHS

PLUS

$XXXPURCHASE
ALLOWANCE2

FOR WELL-
QUALIFIED BUYERS

1.  Monthly payment is $XX.XX for every $1,000 financed. Average example down payment is XX.X%. Some customers may not qualify. Not avail-
able with lease and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by XX/XX/XX.      2. Not available with lease and some other offers. Take new retail 

delivery by XX/XX/XX.  © 2023 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

2025 CADILLAC XT4, XT5 & XT6

FOR WELL-QUALIFIED 
BUYERS

FOR

3.9% APR1

36 MONTHS

PLUS

PURCHASE ALLOWANCE2

WHEN YOU FINANCE THROUGH CADILLAC FINANCIAL

$1,000

1. Monthly payment is $29.48 for every $1,000 financed. Average example down payment is 21.5%. Some customers may not qualify. Not available with lease and some 

other offers. Take new retail delivery by 1/2/25.   2. MUST FINANCE THROUGH CADILLAC FINANCIAL. Some customers may not qualify. Not available with lease and some 

other offers. Take new retail delivery by 1/2/25. © 2024 General Motors. Cadillac Financial and the Cadillac logo are trademarks and/or service marks of General Motors 

LLC, used with permission. Cadillac Financial is a division of GM Financial. All rights reserved. Cadillac® XT4® XT5® XT6®

SULLIVAN
CADILLAC

SullivanCadillac.com

SALES
352.702.9372
Mon-Fri 8:30am-8pm
Sat 8:30am-7pm
Sun 12pm-5pm

SERVICE
352.702.9372
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat 8am-5pm

©2024 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

LOCATION
4040 SW College Rd.
Ocala, FL 
34474



5JANUARY 2025

Sharing continued on page 6

Responsibility Begins with YOU! Sharing  
the Roads and Multi-Modal Paths Safely
The number of residents and visitors will reach an all-time high for the next 
several months and everyone has a responsibility to do their part to help 
keep safety top of mind. Whether you are walking or jogging, riding your 
bicycle on the multi-modal path or on the public roads, using your golf cart 
to go to the pool or one of the squares, safety starts with you first. 

This article will help longtime residents and 
visitors to The Villages navigate the many 
roundabouts in The Villages or know how to ride 
your bicycle safely. 

Accidents of any kind are traumatic but those that 
involve cars and golf carts or bicycles can cause 
traumatic injury or even death. 

Just last month, a traumatic accident occurred 
on North Morse Boulevard, involving a golf cart 
attempting to make a left turn into the path of 
oncoming traffic. Everyone here shares the roads 
and multi-modal paths. It is up to you to pay 
attention to your surroundings and be on the 
defensive. Don’t make sudden moves and signal to 
others what you intend to do.

Golf Cart Rules of the Road  
and Safety Tips
The multi-modal paths in The Villages are 
designated for use by non-automotive, non-
vehicular traffic such as bicycles, golf carts and 
pedestrians.

Rules Of The Road

• As of July 1, 2023, the minimum age to drive a 
golf cart on public roads in Florida is 15 years old 
with a learner’s permit, or 16 years old with a 
driver’s license

• Drive on neighborhood streets, marked roadside 
lanes, and multi-modal paths

• Obey all traffic laws, signs, and signals

• Golf carts are subject to Florida’s open alcoholic 
container laws

• Speed not to exceed 20 mph

• Use hand and turn signals 

• Yield to automobiles 

• Come to a full stop at stop signs 

• Never enter a roundabout in a golf cart 

• Golf carts are prohibited from roadways with 
posted speeds of 35 mph or more

Safety Tips

• Provide a seat for each person/pet 

• Secure all children and pets 

• Keep passengers seated in golf cart at all times 

• Keep arms and legs inside golf cart at all times 

• Enter traffic lane safely before turning left 

• Be aware of vehicles turning right (across the 
golf cart lane) 

• Maintain golf car according to manufacturer’s 
recommendations 

• Do not text/phone while driving 

• Limit passing slower golf carts 

• Pull off the path when you need to stop

In addition, the VHA offers a golf cart safety clinic. 
You can get more information at thevha.net.

Roundabouts and Motor Vehicle 
Driving in The Villages
AARP Driver Safety provides a 6-hour “Smart 
Driver” class multiple times each month. The 
January schedule is on page 9. Now is a good time 
to take the class. Everyone hates roundabouts, but 
they are a way of life here in The Villages. Please 
learn to use them safely! Look at the brochure on 
pages 6 and 7. 

Cycling Safety for Riders AND 
Motorists 
The following information was provided by the 
Sumter Landing Bike Club

Certified Cycling Instructors in The Villages 
have a 1-day safety course for Cyclists and ½ day 
informational course available for drivers that 
provides educational information as to how to 
interact with Cyclists. This short article can’t 
possibly cover all the information contained in 
those courses so we will hit the key points.

First and foremost, under Florida Law, a bicycle 
is defined as a Vehicle with “All the Same Rights 
and Responsibilities” as any other vehicle that 
operates on the public roads. This key point 
is essential for both Cyclists and Motorists to 
understand. What this means, as a Cyclist, you 
are not just riding your bike, you are driving your 
vehicle. You should be “driving” that vehicle just 
as you should any other vehicle you own. There is 
a common misconception that bike riders must 
hug the right edge of the road. To do so is very 
dangerous. Why? You make yourself less visible 
to motorists and you encourage them to try and 
“squeeze by” way to close. There are many aspects 
of this law that we could discuss, however, the 
most relevant are the lane sharing rules. 

Here is what many people don’t know.  
Under the law, any lane that is less than 14-feet 
wide is considered “sub-standard” and cannot 
be shared by any 2 vehicles at the same time. The 
lanes in The Villages and surrounding areas are 11-
feet wide which makes them non-sharable. Why 
are they not sharable? It’s simple math. A motor 
vehicle is considered to need 8-feet of space to 
operate and a bike a minimum of 3-feet (5 feet 
preferred). So, with 8 plus 3 equaling eleven, that 
leaves no room for a safe passing zone.
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Do’s and Don’ts for cyclists.

• DO follow traffic rules, the same as any other 
vehicle

• DO, if you ride on the road, occupy your lane –  
be visible

• DO be predictable! Always proceed through 
intersections in the correct lane for your 
direction of travel

• DON’T go straight through an intersection from 
the right turn only lane. 

• DON’T blow through traffic controls. Interact 
and negotiate your way through intersections 
the same as in any other vehicle.

• DON’T pass cars on the right!  When you come 
to an intersection with cars stopped ahead 
of you. It can be tempting to squeeze by on 
the right to get to the front. Don’t do it! It’s 

Sumter County
Board of County Commissioners

A roundabout is a circular intersection where vehicles 
yield at entry to traffic already within the circulatory 
roadway and all vehicles flow in a counter-clockwise 

direction around a central island.

A Guide to Navigating

in Sumter County, Florida
Roundabouts

• Do not change lanes within the roundabout or as you exit 

• Do not overtake other vehicles or bicyclists within the 
roundabout

• Be aware of other vehicles in the roundabout

• Follow pavement striping and arrows for guidance – exit 
roundabouts with caution

• YIELD to emergency vehicles before or after the round-
about – DO NOT STOP in the roundabout

• Give oversized vehicles extra room because they may 
need both lanes to manuever

• Indicate your exit using your right-turn signal

PRODUCED BY

FOR SUMTER COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION
FEBRUARY 2012

Approaching Roundabouts
• Reduce your speed and prepare to YIELD to all traffic 

in the roundabout.
• Guide signs provide guidance for approach street 

locations, not lane use orientation.

Choose your lane:
Approaching a two lane roundabout, make a lane choice 
according to the following rules:
• If you intend to exit the roundabout more than halfway 

around, use the LEFT-HAND lane.
• If you intend to exit the roundabout less than halfway 

around, use the RIGHT-HAND lane.
• If you intend to continue straight through, use either 

lane unless signs or markings indicate otherwise.

Navigating Roundabouts
• Move up to the entrance line and wait for a gap in 

traffic. DO NOT ENTER next to a vehicle in the round-
about, as that vehicle may be exiting at the next exit.

• Within the roundabout, do not stop except to avoid a 
collision; you have the right-of-way over entering 
traffic. Keep moving in a counterclockwise direction.

• Do not change lanes in a roundabout.
• A striped channelization island is present in several 

roundabouts, which reduces the circulatory roadway to 
one lane approaching a single-lane exit.

Remember:
To avoid conflict, do not use the right-hand lane to 
make a left turn through the roundabout.

For additional information, please refer to
FHWA’s Roundabouts: An Informational Guide

at www.tfhrc.gov/safety/00068.htm

Best Practices:

What is a Roundabout?

Central Island
Channelization Island
Pedestrian Refuge
Crosswalk

Yield Line
Splitter Island 
Circulatory Roadway
Exit Lanes and Entry Lanes

Thru Traffic

Right Turn

U Turn

Left Turn

CAUTION

51330063.12_wpb

dangerous, it’s illegal and it’s incredibly rude! 
Get in line and wait your turn.

Do’s and Don’ts for motorists.

• DO yield the lane when passing cyclists. While 
some may say, I only need to give them 3-feet, 
everyone who drives in Florida should be aware 
that “Vulnerable User” legislation that went into 
effect July 2021, effectively supersedes previous 
Move over for emergency vehicle rules and 
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Sharing continued from page 5

Sharing continued on page 7
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• DON’T speed up to try and make a quick right 

turn in front of a cyclist! There is a good chance 
they are moving faster than you judged and 
you are putting people in danger to save a few 
seconds. 

This article only scratches the surface on the topic 
of cycling safety. The Villages offers a multitude of 
cycling opportunities from roads to multi-modal 
paths and pedestrian/bike only paths. While 
there are nuances to each, you will be the safest 
if you remember the fundamental rule that you 

Turning Left or Making a U-TurnTurning Right Going Straight Ahead
1. APPROACHING: Be in the left-hand lane 

unless otherwise marked on the roadway, 
and use a left-turn signal.

2. CIRCULATING: Stay in the left-hand lane of 
the circulatory roadway until you are ready 
to exit.

3. When you have passed the last exit before 
the one you want, use your right-turn signal 
and continue to use it through your exit. Do 
not change lanes.

4. EXITING: As you exit the roundabout, be 
aware of vehicles traveling on the outside of 
the circulatory roadway that may continue to 
circulate around the roundabout.

1. APPROACHING: Be in the right-hand lane 
unless otherwise marked on the roadway, 
and use a right-turn signal.

2. CIRCULATING: Keep to the right-hand 
(outside) lane of the roundabout and 
continue to use your right-turn signal through 
your exit. Do not change lanes.

3. EXITING: Stay in the right-hand lane as you 
exit the roundabout.

1. APPROACHING: You can be in either lane, 
unless otherwise marked on roadway or 
posted.

2. CIRCULATING: Stay to the inside of the 
circulatory roadway if you entered from the 
left-hand approach lane, or stay to the  outside if 
you entered from the right-hand approach lane. 
Do not change lanes.

3. When you have passed the last exit before the 
one you want, use your right-turn signal and 
continue to use it through your exit.

4. EXITING: As you exit the roundabout, be aware of 
vehicles traveling on the outside of the circulatory 
roadway that may continue to circulate around the 
roundabout.

Driving Roundabouts

Slow
down
when 

approaching
a roundabout

YIELD to traffic 
already in the 
roundabout

Provides orientation of 
approaching streets and

direction on which lane to use

Sample Guide Sign:

Travel in a
counterclockwise 

direction only.
Stay to the right

of the splitter island

Watch
for 

pedestrians 
and

golf cartsXING
AHEAD

Roundabout Signs:

LEFT
LANE

RIGHT
LANE

the so called 3-foot rule. The new law requires 
drivers to slow down/move over for emergency 
vehicles, personnel, landscapers, pedestrians 
and yes, bicycles. Basically, anyone who is put at 
risk by motor vehicle traffic.

• DO follow the laws and use proper lane 
positions at intersections and roundabouts even 
if it means you may have to wait a few seconds 
for cyclists to clear the intersection.

are driving a vehicle. Follow the same rules as you 
would in any other vehicle. And don’t forget your 
helmet. Doctors can fix almost anything you break 
except your brain.

For more information, contact SLBC Safety 
Director at safetygov@slbikeclub.org. 

Sharing continued from page 6
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w w w . k e y f o o d d e a l s . c o m
 701 East FL-50

Clermont, FL 34711
(352) 432-5577

18986 U.S. Hwy. 441 
Mount Dora, FL 32757 

(352) 639-2600

1929 Southwest College Rd. 
Ocala, FL 34471 
(352) 789-6240

Sale Dates Valid From 01/03/25 to 01/09/25

519 S. Orange Blossom Trail
Apopka, FL 32703

(407) 886-5334

Limits may apply

 

Our Delicious  
Cuban Sandwich

  $899 Ea.

USDA Inspected  
Goat Meat 

$499 Lb.

Panamei EZ Peel Frozen 
Raw Shrimp 21-25 Ct. 16 Oz.

$699 Ea.

Yellow Jumbo  
Onions

$0.69 Lb.

Buttered Toast with  
Medium Coffee

$399 Ea.

Delivery? 
Order Online 

Now

 

Beef Boneless Top 
Sirloin Palomila 
$699 Lb.

USDA Grade A Boneless 
Chicken Breast Family Pack 

$249 Lb.

Nescafe Instant  
Coffee 7 oz. 
$599 Ea.

Variety, Freshness,  
& Savings In  

Every Aisle

Oriental  
Sweet Potato

$0.99 Lb.

Dragon  
Fruit 

$249 Lb.

Bimbo White Bread 
20 Oz. 

$199 Ea.

Red Ripe  
Tomatoes

$149 Lb.

Our Special Breakfast 
Starting at

$599 Ea.

Kellogg's Cereal  
Special K 9.6-12.9 Oz.

$249 Ea.

Key Food Water 
24 Pk. 16.9 Oz.
$299 Ea.

Tropicana Twister  
Juice Assorted Varieties 59 Oz.

$199 Ea.

Bone-In Center Cut 
Pork Chops Family Pack

$199 Lb.

SUPERMARKET

Visit www.keyfooddeals.com to sign up for our Key Food weekly specials.

Organically Grown 
Baby Carrots 16 Oz.

$179 Ea.

Start the New Year Right by Visiting Your Community Key Food Supermarkets, The Home for
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January 2025 Schedule
Instructor Phone # Day Date Day Date Location

Chet Kowalski  352-430-1833 Tuesday 1/7/25 Wednesday 1/8/25 Colony

Wink Daniel 352-753-8563 Monday 1/20/25 Thursday 1/23/25 Savannah

Art Donnelly 631-792-2203 Tuesday 1/14/25 Friday 1/17/25 Laurel Manor

Jack Haughn  352-603-1420 Friday 1/17/25 Buffalo Crossing

Chet Kowalski 352-430-1833 Saturday 1/18/25 Saturday 1/25/25 Paradise

AARP now offers a  
Free 60–90-minute Smart 
Driver Technology workshop 
for those thinking of either 
leasing, purchasing or just 
upgrading to a newer vehicle.
Local presenters would be available to attend organized social / club meetings to share this 
information. Please contact (352) 430-1833 to arrange a presentation for your Club. 
AARP Driver Safety now offers a 6 hour “Smart Driver”course for seniors; it is designed for those 
50 and older. All available courses are listed at AARP.org/findacourse or call (877) 846-3299.
In The Villages, there are at least 4 classes each month. The classes are either two days,  
9 AM to Noon or one day* 9 AM - 4 PM. Fee is $20 for AARP members, $25 for non-members. 
Select your class and call the instructor to register. Instructor will give instructions and time to arrive 
to complete registration. Volunteers Needed! Contact Chet at 352-430-1833 or 352-348-4946. 

Love Life.

��� � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � � � � � � 
 � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��

Call To Schedule Your Free Skin Cancer Screening!

Love Your Skin Too.

9668 N. US Hwy. 301, Suite 100
Peppertree Plaza

Wildwood, FL 34785 

855.353.7546
Wildwood

Greg Sharp, Publisher, Sea Hill Press

Sea Hill Press, 214 North Third Street, Suite A,
Leesburg, Florida. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., M-F

(352) 801-0426 OR (877) 397-0005
www.seahillpress.com/publish

BOOK PUBLISHING SERVICES

“Everyone has a story to tell, be it a memoir, family history, 
business experience or novel,” said Greg Sharp, publisher 
and president of Sea Hill Press. Covering a wide variety of 
genres, Greg has specialized in navigating authors down 
the publishing road since 1989. “We know all the stages 
of publishing. Our expertise includes writing, editing, 
photography, design and printing,” said Greg. Together 
with wife, Cynthia, a book editor, they help authors hone 
their writing, develop their books and publish their work. 
Sea Hill Press is in Leesburg, Florida. They have full  in-
house printing and book-binding equipment capable of 
producing nearly every type of book.

CIALIS 5mg Gen. 90 tabs $100.53 including shipping
VIAGRA 100mg Gen. $2.75 per tab minimum 30 tabs
ELIQUIS 5mg Gen. 168 tabs for $156.02
XARELTO 20mg Gen. 90 tabs for $181.64
JANUVIA 100mg Brand 84 tabs for $172.37
MYRBETRIQ 25 mg Gen. 100 tabs for $203.57

of Sumter County

CALL 352-569-1484 
FAX    352-569-1485
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512 N. Main Street, Bushnell, FL*Prices subject to change

REACH 70,000+

To advertise, contact: Cliff Wiener,  
POA President (352) 418-7372 or  

1presidentpoa@poa4us.org
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Don’t Just Add Years to Your Life. 
Add Life to Your Years.

Schedule your appointment 
and start living your best life

(352) 329-30753429 Warm Springs Ave, The Villages, FL 32163

www.getvipcare.com

Embrace a healthier, fuller life with VIPcare. 
Primary care for 65+.

CENTER STATE SLIDING GLASS 
DOOR MAINTENANCE

• Sliding Door Roller Replacement
• Sliding Door Track Repair
• Door Cut-Downs
• Handles and Locks
• Sliding Patio Door Alignment
• Screen Door Repair & Replacement
• Window Repair WE RECOMMEND INSTALLING 

A DOUBLE-BOLT LOCK ON 
EVERY SLIDING PATIO DOOR

www.csslidingglassdoormaintenance.com
centerstatesgd@gmail.com

 FREE Estimates 863-594-4788 

We are experts in 
Sliding Glass
Door Repair. 

Veteran Owned & Operated

352.217.7556
www.exceptionsblinds.com

• Luminette
• Silhouette
• Vertiglide
• Faux Wood

• Verticals
• Woven Wood
• Roller Shades
• Cellular Shades

Blinds & Shutters

Coupon Required

BLIND REPAIR

$4999
In-Home Service

Fast & Friendly

Expires 12/31/24

PRICE IS FIRST BLIND REPAIRED;
ADDITIONAL REPAIRS DURING SAME 
VISIT $5 AND UP/SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY. NOT ALL BLINDS CAN BE 
REPAIRED. CONTACT STORE FOR DETAILS.

We Stage & Sell 
HOMES

Debra & Marc Davis
(352) 445-4278 

SimpleProbateSolution.com
Probate & Trust Certified Realtors® 

Broker Olympus Executive Realty, Inc.

• Estate Sale – Sell Contents of Home
• Staging & Styling Home is Included
• We Sell Homes & Complete Estates
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 In Memory of Gilbert ‘Gil’ Windsor In Memory of Gilbert ‘Gil’ WindsorFinancial Solutions For 
Aging In Place
Servicing Communities 55 & Over
Does your �nancial plan include this 
potentially valuable asset?

Your home can be an important part 
of your retirement strategy!

Daniel Mudd
Reverse Mortgage Specialist | NMLS 224034
Mobile: (630) 235-7700
Dmudd@onetrusthomeloans.com

Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection and Innovation under California Residential Mortgage Lending Act, Branch License # 4131248 CalCon Mutual Mortgage LLC, dba OneTrust Home Loans is an Equal 
Housing Lender NMLS #46375; 3838 Camino del Rio N Suite 305, San Diego, CA 92108. Corporate phone (888) 488-3807. For more licensing information visit: https://onetrusthomeloans.com/licensing-information/. 
All products are not available in all states. All options are not available on all programs. All programs are subject to borrower and property quali�cations. Rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without 
notice. This is an Advertisement. For more information on Reverse Mortgages, visit: https://OneTrustHomeLoans.com/reverse-mortgage-disclosures/

SERVICES 
• Residential Painting
• Commercial Painting
• Epoxy Garage Finishes
• Driveway Finishes
• Pressure Washing
• Handyman Services
• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning
• Post Construction Cleaning

352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312

Very Resonable Rates                  Excellent References

Critter Sitter
Villages Resident 

352-750-2420

Pam Powell

FREE ESTIMATES

LANDSCAPE CURBING
Many Colors & Styles

352-383-1123
www.kwikkerbby3d.com

NMLS 2302495

Dan Kapellen
Certified Reverse Mortgage 

Specialist in The Villages

FREE LUNCH 

RSVP 352-462-0636  
or for more details.
RMExplained.com

Grow Security from Home Equity
Your Questions Answered

Tues., Jan. 7th and Tues., Feb. 11th, 12:30 p.m.
at The Standard Coffee Shop in Spanish Plaines Plaza

1552 Bella Cruz Dr, The Villages 32159

Wed., Jan. 22nd and Wed., Feb. 19th, 12:30 p.m.
at Bob Evans, Colony Plaza

360 Colony Blvd, The Villages 32162

Remembering  
Gilbert “Gil” Windsor

Our hearts broke when we learned the news  
that our dear friend and POA Board member, 

Gilbert Windsor, passed away suddenly at home 
on December 2. Gilbert and his wife, Sally,  

moved to The Villages 15 years ago.

Gilbert was a stalwart at District and Sumter 
County Commission meetings, asking hard 

questions about how residents’ money was being 
spent. Just last year, he made a bid for  

Community Development District (CDD) 7’s  
Board of Supervisors. He was defeated by the 

incumbent Jerry Vicenti but remained vigilant 
about resident issues.

Gilbert served as the POA’s Vice President,  
and helped organize the shredding event.

Gilbert and Sally made their home in Bonita  
and attended New Covenant Methodist Church. 

He was an avid golfer and was proud to have  
made a Hole-in-One.

He is survived by Sally, three sons, four 
grandchildren and one stepson.

Gilbert, we will miss your humor, your humility, 
your friendship, your hard work and dedication. 

God Speed until we see you again. 
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In Case You Missed It…Highlights from December Meetings
AAC Wavers on Griffin Road Fence
The Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) has gone back and forth for the last several months over 
constructing a fence along Griffin Road in Lady Lake. There are multiple factors at issue in the debate. 
First, do a majority of the residents really want a fence? A vocal few have attended meetings, but a 
survey showed at best a lack of interest. AAC Chair Donna Kempa expressed concern that the fence 
would be constructed and residents who didn’t want it would demand it be removed. 

Ms. Kempa suggested that the two residents who want the fence conduct a survey as is done in villa 
neighborhoods when an improvement is requested. Those surveys require a 75% resident favorable 
response. It should be noted, however, that those villa improvements would be an option for every 
resident but in this instance the proposed fence would be imposed on all residents. While the residents 
were frustrated, they agreed to work with staff on the survey.

The second issue is more complex. Fences in all other parts of The Villages are considered maintenance 
and paid for by each individual district or the Project Wide Advisory Committee (PWAC) with 
maintenance, not amenity funds. Amenity Funds are intended for shared amenity facilities, such as 
pools and recreation centers, that are available to all Villages residents.

The problem is that the Lady Lake portion of The Villages is not a numbered district and residents 
there do not pay maintenance fees. Apparently, when those assets were sold to the Village Center 
Community Development District (VCCDD) there was no distinction between maintenance and 
amenities, and all expenses are paid from the Recreation Amenities Division (RAD) Fund. The 
sale documents, however, seem to be unclear as to what is included and what is not. Community 

Development District (CDD) 1 Supervisor Patsy 
Oburn has suggested that the AAC seek an 
itemized list of amenities for which they are 
responsible. She noted that neither the Paradise 
Recreation Center and pool nor the 27/441 bridge 
are listed in the 1996 sale agreement.

Carpet or Vinyl for Savannah 
Center?
The Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) asked 
staff for options on Savannah floor replacement 
material after District Property Manager Mike 
Harris presented a request to replace the 
carpeting with Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT). AAC 
member Don Deakin said he thought carpeting set 
the Savannah Center ambiance as a performing 
arts center, while vinyl would give it the feel of all 
other recreation centers.

The AAC asked to see samples of the proposed 
vinyl, as well as a cost for carpeting.

December Meetings continued on page 13
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t is all about experience and 
sophistication. You wouldn’t do 
well on a commercial aircraft flying 
to Europe with a pilot whose total 

training was less than two weeks: but 
“reimbursed” the same paycheck. The 
same analogy applies to the use of 
radiation. 
The Robert Boissoneault Oncology 
Institute’s therapeutic radiation 
oncologists have each completed 
four or more years of cancer 
specialty training, not to mention 
decades of practical experience and 

academic positions…using the most 
sophisticated equipment with precise 
accuracy while limiting exposure 
to normal and uninvolved tissue. 
Electron energy becomes critical for 
treating most skin cancers: demand 
and accept only this technology! 
We can explain why.
The plan…choose a respected 
dermatologist who constantly relies 
on our practice to administer radiation 
when needed, forming a team for you. 
We are the only accredited American 
College of Radiology Comprehensive 

Cancer Center in The Villages. You 
deserve this accreditation.
Before you accept radiation treatment, 
come chat with us. Compare quality 
aircraft and pilots. We want you to soar 
in your flight of life.

Norman H. Anderson, MD
 CEO, Robert Boissoneault 
Oncology Institute

PATIENT-CENTERED RADIATION ONCOLOGY CLOSE TO HOME Like us on  
Facebook

The Villages 352.259.2200 / Ocala 352.732.0277 / Lecanto 352.527.0106 
Inverness 352.726.3400 / Timber Ridge 352.861.2400

Why is it best for a radiation oncology 
physician to administer my…radiation?
Similarly, why would a dermatologist be best 
to perform my…delicate skin surgery?

 RBOI.com

PWAC to Spend Half of Pipe 
Budget on One Repair
Anticipating that emergency repairs would 
likely occur as they have in the past due to failed 
stormwater pipes or depressions, the Project 
Wide Advisory Committee (PWAC) budgeted 
$250,000 for the current fiscal year. A naturally 
forming geological ground depression that formed 
beside the golf cart parking lot at the Seabreeze 
Regional Recreation Center, wiping out half of 
that budget with 9 months to go in the fiscal year. 

District Property Management (DPM) identified 
the cause to be a 54” metal stormwater pipe with 
deterioration due to age. In a memo to PWAC, 
DPM director Mike Harris said that DPM must 
urgently repair the stormwater pipe and restore 
the landscaping to prevent the depression from 
expanding and causing further costly damage and 
minimize any potential safety threat to residents 
and guests of the Villages.

December Meetings continued on page 15

December Meetings continued from page 12 When asked the life expectancy of the new 
stormwater pipe, Mr. Harris said that since it will 
now be PVC (plastic), it should last up to 50 years. 
The committee recommended approval of the 
$125,240.74.

Developer Again Gives No 
Reply on Lake Sumter Landing 
Funding Request
At its November meeting, the Project Wide 
Advisory Committee (PWAC) members asked 
Assistant District Manager Bruce Brown to 
contact the Developer to request participation 
in the funding for the new Lake Sumter Landing 
enhanced landing project, estimated at $3 million, 
the answer was the same – no answer, which 
means no funding. 

After the December meeting, in follow up 
communication to Mr. Brown, he provided the 
following explanation of financial responsibility 
for each portion of the Lake Sumter Landing area, 
including the Boardwalk area:

“The “boardwalk” itself along the waterfront (and 
the bulkhead) are supported and maintained by 
the Commercial Tenants through assessments.   
If  you look on the attached map, “the boardwalk” 
is the tan area which extends from the lock area 
down to the Lighthouse.  

The Landing, which is maintained through Project 
Wide (PW), is the ramp structure which leads 
down to the Pier, Finger Piers, and the Floating 
Gazebo Structure.  It does NOT include the 
Boardwalk itself. The Ramp was closed two years 
ago due to it being structurally compromised from 
age and wear after suffering a structural failure  
4 years ago and a temporary repair which has also 
failed.  Previous repairs were temporary repairs 
to shore it back up, but ultimately this entire 
structure requires replacement. PW is responsible 
for the Ramp Structure and everything extending 
out to, and including the Gazebo, not just “the 
Gazebo.”

This project proposes to remove, rebuild and 
expand the landing by adding more piers, seating, 
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Concert dates and times  
are subject to change

Visit  
FLstrawberryfestival.com  

or call 813-754-1996  
and get your tickets  

for the best seats available!

Home of OUR

#berryfest25

TOMMY JAMES & THE SHONDELLS 
Thu. Feb. 27, 3:30      

$40 

HOME FREE  
Sat. Mar. 1, 3:30     $35

BAILEY ZIMMERMAN 
Sun. Mar. 2, 7:30 

$75 

NATE SMITH  
Thu. Feb. 27, 7:30    

$45

WHISKEY MYERS 
Thu. Mar. 6, 7:30 

$65

THE BELLAMY BROTHERS 
Wed. Mar. 5, 3:30    

$25

CHRIS TOMLIN 
Tue. Mar. 4, 7:30  

$40

JON PARDI 
Fri. Mar. 7, 7:30      

$70

ROOTS & BOOTS 
with SAMMY KERSHAW, AARON TIPPIN and COLLIN RAYE

Fri. Feb. 28, 3:30     $45

SARA EVANS 
Tue. Mar. 4, 3:30 

$40

CORNELL GUNTER’S COASTERS, THE DRIFTERS, THE PLATTERS     
Mon. Mar. 3, 3:30     

$30

BOYZ II MEN 
Mon. Mar. 3, 7:30

$55

THE BEACH BOYS  
 Fri. Mar. 7, 3:30    

$45

REBA 
Fri. Feb. 28, 7:30   

$100

LAUREN DAIGLE 
Sat. Mar. 1, 7:30        

 $65

THE OAK RIDGE BOYS 
Thu. Mar. 6, 3:30 

$40

LYNYRD SKYNYRD 
Wed. Mar. 5, 7:30       

$70

SAWYER BROWN 
Sat. Mar. 8, 3:30

$40

NELLY 
Sat. Mar. 8, 7:30

$65

JOHN FOGERTY 
Sun. Mar. 9, 7:30

$75

the stage is set !

Feb. 27 -  Mar. 9, 2025  
Plant City, FL

• O’Reilly Auto Parts •  True Frequency Products  • Alessi Bakeries • Suncoast Credit Union • Florida Blue • Daiwa Massage Chair  
• Florida Restaurant & Lodging Association • Uncommon USA • ICEE • Local Ford Dealers • Astin Farms • TRUFFOIRE  

• Stingray Chevrolet • AMSCOT • Good Health Saunas • The Bank of Tampa • Netterfield’s Concessions • DIRECTV  
• Candyland Warehouse • Entenmann’s • South Florida Baptist Hospital • SUN ‘n FUN Aerospace Expo • T-Mobile  

• Advantage Restoration & Contracting • Grove Equipment Service • Krazy Kup • Solution Source Construction & Development  
• Images Everywhere! • Master Spas • General RV Center • ALLEGIANCE Crane & Equipment • Citizens Bank & Trust • AT&T

Tickets On Sale Now! • FLstrawberryfestival.com

Artists Appearing
on the

Soundstage:
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dragon boat launch/recovery, recreational storage, kayak launch/recovery and a dock for the tour boats 
to moor to and would remove “The Landing” from Exhibit “A” and reclassify it as an amenity. Therefore, 
instead of using Resident Maintenance Funds to replace the existing Landing, it would be funded with 
Resident Amenity Fees. Outside of these three PW Maintained areas in LSL, the rest within the Lake 
Sumter Market Square are generally funded through Commercial Assessments paid by the Tenants/
Businesses in Lake Sumter Landing with some exceptions for building owners (i.e. the Bank, Waterfront 
Inn, etc.).   

The only portion that will move from Project Wide (Resident Maintenance Fees) to Amenity (Resident 
Amenity Fees) is “The Landing” as described previously. Replacement In-Kind of “The Landing” is 
estimated to be a $2.2M project (if we rebuild and replace what was existing with Maintenance 
Assessment Funds). Instead of a $2.2M Project Wide funded project, we propose to truly utilize this 
space as an Amenity for an approximately $3 million project cost.  If we do not move forward with 
the $3M Amenity project, we will proceed with the $2.2M Project Wide Funded project to replace “the 
landing” as is, using Maintenance Assessments.”

District Offices to Relocate to 
Brownwood
District offices currently located at Lake Sumter 
Landing will get a new and 20% larger home in 
January at 3571 Kiessel Road in Brownwood, 
now considered the “center” of The Villages. 
All departments will then be under one roof 
instead of spread out at different locations, 
providing much better efficiency and improved 
communication according to District Manager 
Kenny Blocker.

The District will maintain a presence at Lake 
Sumter Landing, along with customer service 
centers (located inside of La Hacienda Recreation 
Center) and 4856 S. Morse Boulevard. 

December Meetings continued from page 13

(352) 396-7813
www.GroutSmithLMS.com

Still Cleaning Your 
Dirty Grout With This?

There Is 
A Better 

Way!• Tile & Grout Cleaning
• Grout Restoration
• Color Matched Caulking
• Granite Sealing
• Loose & Hollow Tile 

ReBonding
• Shower Repairs 

& Regrouting

Ask About Our 
10 Year Warranty

$99 Granite Cleaning & Sealing 
w/Any Other Service

Call & Schedule 
Your Free 
In-Home 

Demonstration

EXPIRES 1.31.25
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Some facilities may not be open at the time 
of printing of this map. For your safety and the 
safety of the crew, please do not enter areas 
under construction.

Every pool has a designated pool lift

Recreation 
Administration Office 

At Your Service
Location

Recreation Facilities

Sports Pool

Family Pool

Adult Pool

Park

Dog Park

Bridge

Fit Club 
(Membership Required)

At Your Service + Plus 
Location

All renderings and artwork are artists’ interpretations and are subject to 
change or vary from actual depictions. Map revised 07/24. REC633_0724

Recreation
Area Map

DistrictGov.org |  352-674-1800 |  RecreationDepartment@DistrictGov.org

Where is the Best Place 
to Spend Your Winter? 
In The Villages!
Spotlight on Recreation and Parks
Editor’s Note: There is so much to know about living or visiting in The 
Villages, so this year, The POA Bulletin will feature a Spotlight on the various 
departments that make The Villages such a great place to call home. This month 
we will feature Recreation and Parks.

Whether you call The Villages home, are a “snowbird,” or visiting family 
and friends, there is no place on earth like The Villages. While it takes many 
departments to keep the community working and looking great, when it comes 
to activities, look no further than the Recreation and Parks Department.

Perhaps the greatest visualization of all the Recreation Department is 
responsible for is shown on the map on this page.

It is hard to fathom how so much can be managed and so well maintained 
as the amenities continue to grow in number. This article is just the tip of 
the iceberg; residents should explore the Recreation and Parks section of 
DistrictGov.org to get details on how to stay active and healthy in The Villages.

Recreation Centers
• 13 Regional Complexes that offer the widest variety of amenities, including 

multiple gathering rooms, arts & crafts rooms, a theater, sports pools, and 
outdoor recreation facilities.

• 34 Village Centers which may include a large meeting room, card room, 
billiards hall, game room, a full-service kitchen, family pool, and outdoor 
facilities.

• 69 Neighborhood Areas that provide adult pools, outdoor recreation such as 
bocce and shuffleboard courts and a horseshoe pit.

In addition, there are five regional softball complexes, and thirteen softball 
leagues. According to the District website, Recreation Social Leagues are 
“Just for Fun” Leagues with an emphasis on socialization. Residents can play 
pickleball and platform tennis with their friends and neighbors and make new 
friends along the way. Three air gun ranges, two archery ranges and frisbee golf 
are also available. 

Resident Lifestyle Volunteer activities provide residents the opportunity 
to explore many recreational activities, both passive and active. At last count 
there were over 3,000 “Resident Lifestyle Clubs,” offering the opportunity to 
meet up with others from your home state or country, card groups, mahjong, 
dog groups, exercise groups, air gun clubs, archery groups, ham radio groups, 
drone groups – you name it, there is a club or group for it. Don’t see your 
particular interest? You can start a group! Guidelines and a 218-page contact list 
for existing groups is on the website.

Recreation and Parks continued on page 17
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We sell lights for 
Kichler ceiling fans! 

352-326-9018 www.dansfancity.com

Ask us about our
WiFi enabled fans.

Leesburg 1712 N. Citrus Blvd (Hwy 27/441)

DAN’S FAN CITY
Home of the Palm Fans!!

$40

50%
Up To OPEN BOX

CEILING DISPLAYS
See Store For DetailsOFF

ON ALL CEILING FANS
DAN’S FAN CITY LIC#EC13004528

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

INSTALLATION

A Welcoming, Inclusive Reform Jewish Temple Serving  
Residents of the Villages Community and Surrounding Area

Join Us for Services and Events!Join Us for Services and Events!                                                                   
Weekly Friday Night Services
Holiday Observances
Spiritual Study and Activities
Sisterhood & Brotherhood
Community Outreach
Bar & Bat Mitzvah Lessons

www.tscfl.org ~ communications@tscfl.org ~ 352-748-1800

Rabbi Zev Sonnenstein,  
Spiritual Leader 
Located Adjacent to The Villages, 
Golf Cart Accessible

TEMPLE SHALOM OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

Who lets the dogs out? There are currently eight 
dog friendly leash-free parks in The Villages. 
Dog parks are fenced in play areas for both large 
and small dogs designed for dogs to run freely and 
socialize with other dogs.

These parks also have doggy amenities, water and 
waste stations and people amenities, benches and 
pleasant scenery.

Go Outside! Any time of the day or year, residents 
and guests in The Villages walk and bicycle in their 
neighborhoods, on the trails, or on the multi-
modal paths. There is an extensive network of 
trails, parks, and pathways to provide residents 
and guests with numerous outdoor activities. 
There are sixteen parks and five walking or nature 
trails where you can find wildlife and breathtaking 
scenic views.

Camp Villages is a unique program that runs 
year-round, offering activities for grandparents 
and their visiting grandchildren, between the ages 
of 3-16, to enjoy together. Monthly activities and 
special holiday programs, along with multiple 
summer sessions provide something fun for kids 
of all ages. There are now monthly activities, 
December holiday week programs, Easter week, 
and the summer program that runs from June 
through August.

The Enrichment Academy (TEA) provides 
a robust curriculum of innovative and active 
programming that supports the community’s 
growth and interests. Courses and speaker series 
complement the existing resident-led lifestyle and 
recreation services, providing even more choices 
for our community to enjoy. TEA started in 2017 
and has continued to grow in its diversity of 
courses. Residents pay a fee to attend each course 
of lecture. Two semesters are offered each year – 
Fall/Winter and Summer.

John Rohan, Executive Director of the Recreation 
and Parks Department, oversees all these many 
amenities, working with District Property 
Management and residents to ensure that the 
standards of quality are maintained and enhanced. 
He has been with Recreation and Parks for more 
than 31 years.

Mr. Rohan has seen the growth in activities, 
different types of centers and the creation of the 
STARs and Camp Villages programs. He finds the 
most rewarding aspect of the department to be 
the relationship they have with the volunteers, 
staff and residents.

Residents can reserve just about any recreation 
center, courts or pavilions for their outings, 
something they may not be aware of.

Besides the website, residents can find 
information in the 64-page weekly Recreation 
Guide, available at every recreation center, on the 
District website, The Villages app, and delivered 
to subscribers of The Villages Daily Sun. A new 
guide comes out every Thursday. Digital Displays 
have been added outside the meeting rooms at 

Lake Miona, Mulberry Grove and Rohan Regional 
Recreation Centers. These displays will be 
added to Laurel Manor and Eisenhower Regional 
Recreation Centers in the future.

The mantra for the Recreation and Parks 
Department is “STAY ACTIVE every day, PLAY 
GOLF every day, MAKE FRIENDS every day.” 

And, as you often hear residents say, “It’s a great 
day in The Villages,” is due in large part to the 
caliber of amenities that are available and to the 
staff that guides residents through them. To Mr. 
Rohan, the staff and volunteers at The Villages 
Recreation and Parks, the POA says “Thank YOU!”

Next month The Bulletin will feature Golf  
in The Villages. 

Recreation and Parks continued from page 16
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A-1 Lightning 
Protection 
Services, Inc.

S P E C I A L S  A L L  Y E A R
MARION COUNTY: 

352-465-0620352-465-0620
FAX: 

352-465-1773352-465-1773

DANNY MACK 
VICE PRESIDENT

A1LIGHTNING.COM
LPI and UL Certified 
Master Label Installers 
NFPA 780 Installers

A1_lightning@yahoo.com

STOP/START DELIVERY – SIMPLE PROCESS! 
Go to POA4US.org. If you are a POA member, sign into your account to change 

your Bulletin Delivery preference. If you are not a member, create a Guest 
Account by selecting POA Bulletin Delivery.

SHINE Offers 
Medicare Help
SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs of 
Elders) volunteers are available to assist 
clients with Medicare related questions 
including Medicaid, Medicare, and Medigap 
plans, financial assistance, and scams.  
The service is free and unbiased, and 
reservations are not taken.
Counselors will be at the following locations 
to assist area residents for one-on-one 
counseling on the indicated days. 

Eisenhower Recreation Center 
9 am - 11:30 am  |  1st & 3rd Wednesdays

Chula Vista Recreation Center 
3 pm - 5:30 pm  |  1st & 3rd Fridays

Lake Miona Recreation Center 
9 am - 11:30 am  |  2nd & 4th Tuesdays

Lady Lake Library 
2:00 pm - 3:30 pm  |  2nd & 4th Wednesdays

Leesburg Public Library 
9:30 am - 11:30 am  |  1st & 3rd Tuesdays

“Understanding Medicare,” a group 
presentation geared toward those  
turning 65, will be made at 1:00 pm on 
the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the 
Aviary Recreation Center. 
 

For more information, go to FloridaShine.org 
or call (800) 963-5337. 

Expires 1-31-2025
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March 29, 2025 

9 AM 
New Covenant Methodist Church

POA 2025

Members 
ONLY 

– Must be a PAID 
Member at the 

time of the event –
Request a ticket 

via email  
POA4YOU@gmail.com

Stay Connected for the latest Announcements and 
to watch Membership meetings livestreamed!
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WATER OAK COUNTRY
CLUB ESTATES 

216 Magnolia Dr. Lady Lake, FL 

888-894-5048

New Homes from $150,995
2 & 3 Bedrooms
Open Floorplans
Front Porches
High Ceilings
Kitchen Islands
Laundry Rooms

www.wateroaksales.com

VOTED 
LADY LAKE’S 

BEST 55+ 
COMMUNITY 

2024

Swimming Pools
Dog Parks
Daily Activities
Planned Events
Pickleball
Sports Center

TOUR 
HOMES 
TODAY!

Championship Golf 
   Course (18-Hole)

Golf ProShop
Onsite Bar & Grill
Clubhouse
Fitness Center
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A reputable contractor should have no problem 
providing a contract with all the above 
elements. If your contractor objects, perhaps 
you need to find another contractor. 

If you need assistance with understanding any 
aspects of your contract, contact your nearest 
Seniors vs Crime office in The Villages for advice or 
assistance before you sign it! Seniors vs Crime can 
be reached at: 

Sumter Co. 
(352) 689-4600, X4606 

8035 E. CR 466 (Sumter Co. Sheriff’s Annex) 
Monday – Wednesday  •  10 am – 2 pm 

Thursday  •  9 am – 1 pm

Marion Co. 
(352) 753-7775 

8230 SE 165th Mulberry Ln. 
(Marion Co. Sheriff’s Annex) 

Tuesday  •  10 am – 2 pm

Wildwood 
 (352) 775-3186 

2722 Brownwood  Blvd. 
(Wildwood Police Department Annex  

next to theater) 
Tuesday – Thursday  •  10 am – 1 pm

Fruitland Park 
(352) 674-1882 

Moyer Recreation Center • 3000 Moyer Loop 
(Fruitland Park Police Substation) 

Wednesday  •  10 am – 2 pm

So Now You Need A Contract!
S E N I O R S  V S  C R I M E

You have decided that you need some work done around your home. 
Perhaps it’s landscaping, or adding a birdcage, or adding a golf cart garage, 

or pavers in the driveway, or those custom closets you have always wanted.

A statement that the contractor will provide 
you with a Release of Lien before you make 
the final payment. This ensures that all 
subcontractors and suppliers have been paid 
and they will not come after you for additional 
payments.

A statement that the contractor will obtain 
and pay for all necessary permits, licenses and 
fees and will obtain all necessary approvals 
(such as from the Architectural Review 
Committee [ARC], your homeowners or 
property association, etc.

A statement that the contractor is insured 
both for liability (damage to your or other’s 
property) and Workman’s Compensation 
(injuries to any workers on your property). 
You should ask to see his Workers Compensation 
Insurance Card issued by the State of Florida.

All warranties and guarantees (for equipment 
and work) are made by the contractor.

A statement that the work site is to be cleaned 
at the end of every workday and all debris is to 
be removed by the contractor.

Complete contact information for the 
contractor — including a brick-and-mortar 
address, land-line telephone, email address, 
perhaps website. Just a cell phone and a 
magnetic sign on the pickup truck is not 
sufficient.

All of this “stuff’ should be signed and dated 
by both parties. We have a saying at Seniors vs 
Crime, “If it isn’t in writing, it didn’t happen!”

You have done your due diligence in selecting 
a contractor by contacting Seniors Vs Crime 
(contact information at the end of this article), 
the Better Business Bureau (http://centralflorida.
bbb.org/Find-Business-Reviews/) and 
the Florida Division of Consumer Services 
(http://csapp.800helpfla.cornicspublicapp/
businesssearch/aspx ). Each of these resources 
can provide valuable information in selecting a 
contractor.

Now, you need to negotiate a contract with 
your selected contractor. But what should be in 
that contract? Here are some basic elements that 
should be in every contract:

Specifically, what work is to be done? This 
includes plans, blueprints or drawings; brand 
names (if appropriate) of any components; what 
specific material is to be used; how many coats of 
paint; etc.

When is the work to be done? This includes 
a start date and a date when the work is to be 
finished. The contract should also contain the 
phrase “Time is of the Essence” in order to 
emphasize that you expect that the work will be 
completed by the final date.

When and how much are you expected to pay? 
Generally, you should not be expected to pay 
anything up front (unless the contractor is going 
to have to order custom-made material — such 
as made-to-measure drapes). On small jobs, a 
reputable contractor should not ask you to pay 
in advance for the contractor to obtain standard 
material. On large jobs, you should expect to make 
“milestone” payments after specific work has 
been completed. But the final payment (at least 
25% of the total) should not be payable until the 
work is completed to your satisfaction.



23JANUARY 2025

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
2018 Elaine Dreidame  

POA Hall of Fame
2024 Craig Estep 

 Jerry Ferlisi
2023 Sal Torname 
2022 Bill Schikora 
2021 Bryan Lifsey
2020 John Donahe 

 Carolyn Reichel 
 Jerry Vicenti 

2017 Myron Henry
2016 Frank E. Carr
2013 “Class Action Five” 

 Elaine Dreidame 
 Bill Garner 
 Joe Gorman 
 Rich Lambrecht 
 Irv Yedwab

2012 Joe Gorman
2011 Pete Cacioppo  

 Betty Cunningham
2009 Dorothy Morehouse-Beeney 

 Vinnie Palmisano
2008 Ray and Lori Micucci 

 Win Shook
2007 Rose Harvey 

 Dorothy Hokr
2006 Charlie Harvey 

 Carol Kope 
 Frank Renner

2005 Sadie Woollard
2004 Russ Day 

 Eva Hawkins 
 William Rich, Jr. 
 Glen Swindler 
 Jean Tuttle

The Property Owners’ Association 
8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane, 
PMB 111, The Villages, 32162 

2024 OFFICERS
President Cliff Wiener 418-7372
V.P.
Treasurer Jerry Ferlisi 391-5261
Secretary Reb Benson 874-0179

Directors

Tita Dumagsa 391-4828
Mike Gross 450-0405
Ken Knodel (330) 388-2308
Gary Search
Dan Warren 630-4491

POA STAFF
Bulletin Editor Deb Butterfield (219) 508-6863
POA Email poa4you@gmail.com
POA Phone (352) 418-7372

DISCOUNT 
PARTNERS
Another benefit for POA members 
is the Discount Partner program.
Most vendors will ask 
you for your current 
POA Membership card 
to receive the offered 
discount. If you have a 
favorite business who 
is currently not offering 
a POA Discount, tell 
them about our program. 
Please say “thanks” to our 
Discount Partners for their 
participation. 
The up-to-date list of Discount Partners can 
always be found on our website poa4us.org. 
Click ‘Discount Partners’ to access the list. 

15% OFF
up to $100

Not redeemable for cash. Not to be combined  
with any other offer / coupon. Exp. 01/31/25.

T e ONLY Dealer You’ll Ever NeedT e ONLY Dealer You’ll Ever Need
GEORGE NAHAS GEORGE NAHAS CHEVROLETCHEVROLET

4135 E. SR 44 • Wildwood, Florida 4135 E. SR 44 • Wildwood, Florida 
 352-748-1122 352-748-1122

www.georgenahaschevrolet.comwww.georgenahaschevrolet.com
SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm 

 SERVICE HOURS:  SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-1pmMon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-1pm
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Independent Real Estate Company    
in The Villages & Wildwood

C A L L  O N E  O F  O U R  R E A L T O R S  T O D A Y

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL FOR THE LATEST MARKET UPDATE

Visit us online at  
HomesByRealtyExecutives.com

This certifies that

Glenn Stein
License #BK3435176

Has successfully completed 
all requirements for the Crypto Certification Agent course.

Certificate ID: 22021220002
Date Awarded: February 21, 2022

Paige Booth
(352) 636-0007

Karla Mason
(352) 430-7725

Cissie Smith
(352) 391-0884

Charmaine Adams
(904) 646-8206

Debbie & Lee 
Schoonover

(352) 661-9552

Glenn Stein
Broker/Owner

Gail Carter
(352) 516-9131

Melissa Huennekens
(352) 817-7975

Sheila Davis
(352) 446-6942

Bob Berube
(352) 446-9969

Micki Wohl
(954) 839-5880

Tim Davis
(352) 446-1688

Deborah Adelman
(630) 390-9272 

Donna Pattermore
(216) 548-9295

Frances Pierce
(352) 459-5601

Sunny Parsons
(352) 239-0980

Peggy Schaefer
(352) 801-0040

Amanda Fincher
(352) 497-5673

Steve Savage
(908) 675-0533

Paul Ledbetter
(352) 661-5309

James “Coop” Cooper
(352) 626-3151

Jamie Noll
(352) 459-5892

Nanette Elliott
(352) 551-8776

Liss Cartagena
(352) 877-1855

Katrina & Jon McNeely
(352) 250-4842

Joanie Snaith
(352) 659-4573

Erika Watson
(352) 435-5822

Jim Bell
(817) 307-5678

Timothy Millson
(352) 931-1231

Sandra Giraldo 
(352) 572-7328

Property Manager


