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March 18, 2025 • 7 pm 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center 

SPEAKER: Cheryl Chestnutt 
Chief Clinical Officer 

UF/Spanish Plaines Hospital 
TOPIC: Update and Progress
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Everglades Recreation Center 

SPEAKER: Lisa Honka  
TOPIC: Key to Senior Living Options 

April 15, 2025 • 7 pm 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center 

SPEAKER: Lisa Honka  
TOPIC: Key to Senior Living Options 
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Donuts & Coffee will be available at the  
POA General Membership Meetings

AAC Tackles Amenity 
Fee Deferral Rate (Cap) 
Discussion
Nearly since the beginning of 
(The Villages) time, there have 
been Amenity Fees. Counsel 
for the Amenity Authority 
Committee (AAC), Kevin Stone, 
told Committee members and 
a standing room only audience 
that the first Amenity Fee of $37 
was charged to the first three 
homes in The Villages in 1977. 
Every year thereafter, Amenity 
Fees have been increased based 
on the federally published 
Consumer Price Index (CPI). 
Well, nearly every year. From 
2010-2019 Amenity Fees were 
“capped” at $155. This is also 
known as the Deferral Rate.
The AAC held a workshop in February to 
explore the possibility of reinstating a 
Deferral Rate.

Much of this issue of The Bulletin will be focused on 
helping residents understand Amenity Fees, why 
they are charged, how they are charged, and what 
they cover. It is a complicated topic, with many 
different entities involved in overseeing the fees that 
residents pay. See page 5 for a list of definitions and 
acronyms.

Prior to the creation of the Village Center Community 
Development District (VCCDD) in 1992, the 
Developer owned all the amenities and collected the 
fees, which is set forth in the agreement between 
the Developer and every person who buys a home. 
This agreement continues today with every new 
homebuyer agreeing, among other things, to pay the 
monthly fee based on the Prevailing (or Prevalent) 
Rate at the time of the home purchase, set annually 
by the Developer. The Prevailing Rate today is $199.

Attend In-Person or 
Watch Online 

via Facebook Live 
(no donuts for you!) 
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Mission Statement 
The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. (POA) 
is the original property owners’ group in 
The Villages. Established in 1975, the POA 
operates with complete independence from 
the Developer of The Villages. Membership is 
open to all property owners and residents of 
The Villages. The POA is committed to acting as 
a watchdog to ensure that the Developer and 
local government are responsive to the needs, 
interests, and rights of residents. 

Vision The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. 
(POA) is a champion for the rights of residents 
of The Villages. Guided by member input, 
investigation and determination, the POA brings 
attention to and acts on issues that may impact 
property values and quality of life.

Goals The POA provides 1) a forum for 
discussion of issues; 2) research and analysis; 
3) programs of interest; and, 4) is a conduit for 
objective and accurate information. Specific 
attention is given to resolving housing, 
community and local government issues.

Values 
 Independence  Honesty  Fairness 
 Objectivity  Respect

The POA Declaration of 
Independence 
The POA is free of any outside influence. This 
is the only way we can assure our members of 
absolute autonomy to act on their behalf. From 
the very beginning in 1975, we recognized this 
need for independence, and we’ve cherished and 
nurtured it ever since.

The POA Bulletin is published monthly by the Property 
Owners’ Association of The Villages, Inc. Articles represent 
the opinion of the POA or the writer, and Letters to the POA 
postings represent the opinions of the writers. Care is taken 
to ensure that facts reported herein are true and accurate to 
the best knowledge of the POA and are taken from reliable 
sources. The POA assumes no liability for any information 
published, opinions expressed, or delivery to any person 
or location. The POA does not endorse or recommend the 
products or services of any advertiser or discount partner. All 
publication rights are reserved. Publication or reprinting of 
any material contained herein is by written permission only. 
The POA reserves the right to remove and/or discontinue 
any advertisement or advertiser from its POA Bulletin at any 
time at its sole discretion.

What is an “Amenity?” It is the services and 
facilities as listed below that are provided in every 
numbered Community Development District 
(CDD) in exchange for the Amenity Fee.

• Landscaping (Recreation and Common Areas)

• Water Retention Areas

• Community Watch

• Recreation Centers and Activities

• Gates and Postal Facility Maintenance

• Executive Golf Courses

The Villages Developer, from time to time, has sold 
the Amenity services and facilities, along with the 
Amenity Fee revenue stream to the VCCDD and 
the Sumter Landing Community Development 
District (SLCDD).

By 2001, the fifth sale to the VCCDD had occurred, 
and residential CDDs 1-4 had been formed, all 
north of CR 466. There has been a total of eight 
such sales, and there are now 15 numbered 
residential districts, stretching from CR 42 to the 
north to the newer CDDs south of SR 44. Homes 
that are part of The Villages located in Lady Lake, 
often referred to as the “historical side,” are 
included in the AAC purview as well. 

The AAC was created in April 2008 as the result of 
a citizen lawsuit amidst allegations that Amenity 
facilities were not being properly maintained 
with the Amenity Fee funds that homeowners 
had been paying. The lawsuit was brought by five 
members of the POA’s Board of Directors and was 
supported by the POA. A settlement was reached 
and the Developer agreed to pay an initial $11.9 
million and annuity payments over time for a 
total of $40 million. Section 7 of the Interlocal 
Governmental Agreement (IGA) established the 
Amenity Authority Committee and gave it the 
authority to manage the Recreation Amenity 
Division (RAD) funds as well as operational 
control of the amenities.

These settlement funds have been used for a 
variety of projects north of CR 466, including the 
construction of the First Responders Recreation 
Center and rebuilding Saddlebrook Recreation 
Center.

AAC member Don Deakin, said the first “cap” was 
implemented by the AAC in 2010 and two years 
later the SLCDD also implemented the cap at $155. 
Because of financial projections that forecast 
amenity revenues would not keep up with debt 
obligations, primarily in the SLCDD territory, the 
cap was removed by AAC and SLCDD. 

The SLCDD requested removal of the “cap” after 
its amenity purchase in 2016. The AAC went along 
with the request and the “cap” was removed in 
2019.

The Differences Between  
AAC and PWAC/SLCDD
The simple difference between the two 
“Committees” is that the AAC has authority with 
respect to RAD funds, while PWAC has only an 
advisory role to the SLCDD. AAC members are 
elected by landowners in CDDs 1-4 and Lady 
Lake, while PWAC members are selected by the 
individual residential CDD Boards of Supervisors. 
The SLCDD, not PWAC,  would have final control 
over resetting a Deferral Rate in its territory.

The AAC’s authority over the RAD fund was 
established long before the SLCDD purchase 
in 2016 of amenities in CDDs 5-11, and the 
pending purchase of amenities in CDDs 12 and 13. 
Additionally there are significant differences in 
the financial obligations related to bond debt used 
to make these purchases. Amenity Fees are used 
to pay back these bonds.

The AAC/VCCDD bond obligations are:

Recreation Amenity Division (RAD) 2014  
Bond Series 

• Outstanding Long-Term Debt is $99,975,000

• Current Year’s Principal Paid amount is 
$6,840,000

• Interest Funding for Current Fiscal Year 
$4,924,378 

• Matures November 1, 2036 

Discussion continued on page 4

Discussion continued from page 1
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Please only use this form if you will be mailing a check. To pay by credit card, visit POA4us.org
MEMBERSHIP DUES   Joining or   Renewing at $15 per year per household
# of Years ( 1 - 10 ) ___________  Membership Amount $ __________
Donation (optional) $ ________  Total Enclosed $ _______________
ACCOUNT INFORMATION 
First & Last Name ________________________________________________________
Email Address __________________________________________________________
# of Residents at address below  ____________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
Phone Number ____________________ Village Name  __________________________
Unit # (see Villages ID/UL) _______ Villa Name (if applicable) __________________________
City ________________________________________________ Zip Code  __________
2nd Resident First & Last Name _____________________________________________
Relation  _______________________________________________________________

BULLETIN DELIVERY   Driveway   E-Bulletin   Driveway & E-Bulletin   None  
(Note: if no preference circled then Driveway is default, once account established, make changes at poa4us.org) 
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO THE POA. 
Enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope for membership card(s).  
MAIL TO: The POA, 8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane PMB111, The Villages, FL 32162

JOIN THE POA TODAY!
We respect your privacy.  
This information is for POA Official use ONLY.

 
March 29, 2025 

9 AM 
New Covenant Methodist Church

POA 2025

Members 
ONLY 

– Must be a PAID 
Member at the 

time of the event –
Request a ticket 

via email  
POA4YOU@gmail.com
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Discussion continued from page 2

Sumter Landing Amenity Division (SLAD) Bond Debt  

H.  In no event shall any action by the Amenity 
Authority Committee result in residents of 
The Villages outside the Center District Service 
Territory being treated differently than residents 
within the Center District Service Territory 
(excluding all items contained in the Project 
Wide Agreement utilized south of CR 466).  It is 
understood that the Amenity Fee rate applicable 
throughout the Village Center Service Territory 
varies, and nothing contained herein shall be 
construed to mandate a uniform Amenity Fee. 

Not everyone agrees with Mr. Stone’s opinion, 
including Mr. Deakin who cited the vast difference 
between the debt obligations and the maturity of 
the Center District bonds in 2036. His question is, 
“What happens then?” Does the VCCDD continue 
to collect and increase Amenity Fees and simply 
accumulate them in reserve when there are no 
bond obligations?

It is unclear as to where this discussion will go 
next and whether the AAC will conclude it is 
going to attempt another Deferral Rate. Mr. Stone 
said that, in his opinion, if the AAC decided to 
proceed, the action could be challenged by the 
VCCDD, SLCDD, and/or the Developer who still 
owns amenities and fees in newly created CDDs.

Deputy District Manager Carrie Duckett said one 
idea that has been floated is to set a Deferral Rate 
that would be the same as the Prevailing Rate so 
that people who purchase at the Prevailing Rate 
would not go above that on the “birthday” of the 
home’s original purchase. It is possible that this 
would be something the other entities might 
agree to.

STAY TUNED. This discussion is not over and will 
likely not be easily resolved. The slides from the 
meeting can be found in the agenda packet for the 
February AAC workshop at DistrictGov.org, and 
the video of the meeting is located on the POA 
website, POA4US.org.  

Debt Series CURRENT - Due 
within a year 

LONG-TERM Due 
beyond a year

Maturity Date

2015 BS $    2,005,000 $    39,230,000 10/1/2038

2016 Senior DS 6,130,000 274,360,000 10/1/2047

2016 Subordinate DS 650,000 26,925,000 10/1/2047

2025 Bond Series - 258,480,000 10/1/2054

Total $    8,785,000 $   598,995,000

Interest Funding for Current Fiscal Year $23,613,000

It is this difference in debt obligations that separates the need for Amenity Fees for the two 
ownership entities, and where the disagreement stems for whether a Deferral Rate can be 
implemented.

The Question – Can a Deferral Rate be used in one area of The Villages and not in another?

Mr. Stone’s interpretation is that, based upon the limitations stated in Section 8, G and H of the IGA the 
Deferral Rates in all areas must be the same, but not all homes will pay the same Amenity Fee:

G.  To continue to provide a seamless community, all policies, procedures, fees and services relating to 
Amenity Fees and Amenity Services provided to residents by Sumter Landing Community Development 
District and Center District shall be identical, (excluding all items contained in the Project Wide 
Agreement utilized south of CR 466).  It is understood that the Amenity Fee rate applicable throughout 
the Village Center Service Territory varies, and nothing contained herein shall be construed to mandate 
a uniform Amenity Fee. 



5MARCH 2025

VISIT US AT
4786 NE 125th Loop, Oxford, FL 34484

OPEN HOUSE 9AM – 6PM

 
 

OVER 12 MODELS TO CHOSE FROM!

STARTING AT 405K

OWN YOUR 
DREAM HOUSE

Contact Dennis Ferguson
Directly for 4% Closing Cost

LOW HOA • NEW COMMUNITY • ALL AGES • NO BONDS

DensanPark@gmail.com

DensanPark.com
(352) 667-5000

DEFINITIONS
Community Development Districts (CDD) 
- Florida passed Chapter 190 in 1980. This 
chapter of the Florida Statutes, also known as 
the Community Development District (CDD) 
Act, establishes a uniform method for creating 
independent districts. These districts manage and 
finance community development services. 

Purpose of the CDD Act

• The CDD Act allows districts to finance the 
construction, operation, and maintenance of 
community development infrastructure. 

• The CDD Act establishes local units of special-
purpose government. 

• The CDD Act limits districts to performing 
specialized functions authorized by the act. 

Sections of the CDD Act

The CDD Act is made up of sections 190.006 
through 190.041 of the Florida Statutes. 

Village Center Community Development 
District (VCCDD) was established pursuant to 
Florida Statutes Chapter 190 and the Town of 
Lady Lake Ordinance No.92-06 on August 17, 
1992. As established, Village Center Community 
Development District is authorized to provide 
services in accordance with Chapter 190 to 
effectively operate and maintain community 
infrastructure, with the ability to levy 
assessments.

Management Services

Village Center Community Development District 
provides the management services and general 
government services for all other Districts within 
The Villages. This allows the other Districts 
to benefit from economy of scale as the cost 
of management services such as personnel, 
buildings, equipment, operating supplies and 
overhead is allocated among each District.

Sumter Landing Community Development 
District (SLCDD) was established pursuant 
to Florida Statutes Chapter 190 and Sumter 
County Ordinance No. 02-06 on March 19, 2002. 
The lands that are encompassed by the District 
are located in Sumter County, FL and consist 
of approximately 432 acres. The geographical 
boundary of the District is comprised of 
commercial properties.

Recreation Amenity Division (RAD) Funds  
This fund is comprised of Amenity Fees paid by 
residents for the purpose of funding Amenity 
services and facilities north of CR 466.

Sumter Landing Amenity Division (SLAD) 
Funds This fund is comprised of Amenity Fees 
paid by residents for the purpose of funding 
Amenity services and facilities south of CR 466.

Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) is a 
committee of the Village Center Community 
Development District (VCCDD). The AAC is 
responsible for amenity services north of CR 
466 and provides input, explores issues and 
provides advice and recommendations to the 
Village Center Community Development District 
on issues related to the Recreation Amenities 
Division (RAD) Fund.

The AAC is comprised of six members including 
a representative from the VCCDD and a resident 
from each of the five geographical areas that 
comprise the VCCDD service area which includes 
Districts 1-4 and the Lady Lake/Lake County 
portion of The Villages. Amenity Authority 
Committee members are elected by landowners 
of their respective Districts and serve 4-year 
terms.

Project Wide Advisory Committee The 
Project Wide Advisory Committee (PWAC) was 
established by Resolution 13-05 of the Sumter 
Landing Community Development District 
(SLCDD) and is comprised of a Board Supervisor 
from Districts 5-13 and Brownwood Community 
Development District. The establishing resolution 
provides the PWAC will provide input, explore 
issues and provide advice and recommendations 
to the SLCDD on issues related to the 
maintenance of Project Wide Improvements.

Resolution 17-11 was subsequently adopted by 
the SLCDD on May 18, 2017, to expand the duties 
and responsibilities of the PWAC to provide input, 
explore issues and provide recommendations on 
issues related to SLCDD owned Amenity facilities.

Amenity It is the services and facilities as listed 
on page 7 that are provided in every numbered 
Community Development District (CDD) in 
exchange for the Amenity Fee.

Definitions continued on page 7
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w w w . k e y f o o d d e a l s . c o m
 701 East FL-50

Clermont, FL 34711
(352) 432-5577

18986 U.S. Hwy. 441 
Mount Dora, FL 32757 

(352) 639-2600

1929 Southwest College Rd. 
Ocala, FL 34471 
(352) 789-6240

Sale Dates Valid From 3/07/25 to 3/13/25

519 S. Orange Blossom Trail
Apopka, FL 32703

(407) 886-5334

Limits may apply

 

Our Delicious Deli 
Tuna Sandwich
  $599 Ea.

USDA Inspected (Grade A) 
Chicken Drumsticks 

$129 Lb.

Titan Sofrito Recaito 
32 Oz.

  $349 Ea.

Butter Toast with  
Medium Coffee Combo

$399 Ea.

Delivery? 
Order Online 

Now

 Fresh Whole Carrots 
5 Lb. Bag

$399 Ea.

Beef Chuck Steak  
1st & Center Cut 
$599 Lb.

USDA Inspected Bone-In  
Center Cut Pork Chops 

$199 Lb.

Rico Long Grain Rice 
20 Lbs. 

$1099 Ea.

Variety, Freshness, & 
Savings In Every Aisle

Visit Visit 
www.keyfooddeals.com  www.keyfooddeals.com  

to sign up for our  to sign up for our  
Key Food weekly  Key Food weekly  

specials.specials.

Fresh  
Mango

$129 Ea.

Red Globe  
Grape 

$199 Lb.

Crisco Oil, Vegetable 
or Canola 128 Oz. 

$999 Ea.

Fresh Deli Cucumber 
& Tomato Salad

$449 Lb.

Chicken of the Sea 
Chunk Light Tuna 

5 Oz.
$0.89 Ea.

Goya Beans 
Selected Var. 15 Oz. Can

$0.99 Ea.

Breyers Ice Cream 
48 Oz. Assorted Var.

$399 Ea.

Beef Chuck  
Short Ribs

$799 Lb.

SUPERMARKET

Heads or Tails Fresh 
Salmon Fillet 
$999 Lb.

Idaho Potatoes 
5 Lb. Bag

$299 Ea.
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Wear Sunscreen Every Day!

Protect Your
Skin All Year.

��� � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � � � � � 
 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � �

Call To Schedule Your Free Skin Cancer Screening!

Enjoy The Outdoors.
Protect Your Skin.

Acne, Eczema, Moles, Botox, Mohs Surgery and more!
Medical, Cosmetic and Surgical Dermatology

Call To Schedule 
Your Free Skin 

Cancer Screening!

�����������������
��������������
�����

����������

9668 N. US Hwy. 301, Suite 100
Peppertree Plaza

Wildwood, FL 34785 

855.353.7546
Wildwood

• Landscaping (Recreation and Common Areas)

• Water Retention Areas

• Community Watch

• Recreation Centers and Activities

• Gates and Postal Facility Maintenance

• Executive Golf Courses

Amenities are specifically defined in each Amenity 
sale document.

Amenity Fee is a monthly fee paid by each 
rooftop to fund the operation and maintenance of 
Amenities.

Prevailing (Prevalent) Rate is the monthly 
Amenity Fee set annually on January 1 by The 
Villages Developer. The adjusted rate is paid on 
all homes, new or resale, purchased on or after 
January 1 of each year. 

The Amenity Fee is collected with the monthly 
utility bill to the VCCDD.

Deferral Rate is commonly referred to as a “cap” 
on the monthly Amenity Fee. If a Deferral Rate is 
set, the monthly Amenity Fee cannot go beyond 
that rate. There is currently not a Deferral Rate set.

The Villages Developer, also known as “the 
Morse Family,” the Developer and The Villages of 
Lake-Sumter are synonymous. Every resident who 
purchases a home in The Villages signs a contract 
with the Developer, known as the Declaration 
of Restrictions, that sets forth the payment of 
Amenity Fees, maintenance fees, condition of 
property, maintenance, etc. The Developer sets the 
annual Prevailing Rate for the Amenity Fee. 

Declaration of Restrictions is the contract 
between the homeowner and the Developer and 
is different depending upon where the home 
is located. The Declarations for a specific home 
can be found on DistrictGov.org under the 
Community Standards section of ‘Services’. 

Financial Solutions For 
Aging In Place
Servicing Communities 55 & Over
Does your �nancial plan include this 
potentially valuable asset?

Your home can be an important part 
of your retirement strategy!

Daniel Mudd
Reverse Mortgage Specialist | NMLS 224034
Mobile: (630) 235-7700
Dmudd@onetrusthomeloans.com

Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection and Innovation under California Residential Mortgage Lending Act, Branch License # 4131248 CalCon Mutual Mortgage LLC, dba OneTrust Home Loans is an Equal 
Housing Lender NMLS #46375; 3838 Camino del Rio N Suite 305, San Diego, CA 92108. Corporate phone (888) 488-3807. For more licensing information visit: https://onetrusthomeloans.com/licensing-information/. 
All products are not available in all states. All options are not available on all programs. All programs are subject to borrower and property quali�cations. Rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without 
notice. This is an Advertisement. For more information on Reverse Mortgages, visit: https://OneTrustHomeLoans.com/reverse-mortgage-disclosures/

Definitions continued from page 5

STOP/START DELIVERY – SIMPLE PROCESS! 
Go to POA4US.org. If you are a POA member, sign into your account to change 

your Bulletin Delivery preference. If you are not a member, create a Guest 
Account by selecting POA Bulletin Delivery.
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SharesSavesPage Views

Compared to similar nearby non-Showcase listings on Zillow*

90%80%81%

Sell Faster.
Sell for More.

Sell with Marc Davis.

more more more

Showcase Listings on Zillow Received:

SELL YOUR VILLAGES HOME FOR 4.5%
www.JustSoldFlorida.Net

with Zillow® Showcase Listings & MORE.
We also provide home estate sales & staging.

It's no longer about being on Zillow®, 
it's about HOW you're on Zillow®.

Call Marc for a FREE valuation at (352) 421-4425
Realtor Olympus Executive Realty, INC.

Showcase Listings on Zillow® Received:

Florida Blue is a PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Florida Blue Medicare is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Florida Blue or Florida Blue 
Medicare depends on contract renewal. PPO coverage is offered by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc., DBA Florida Blue. HMO coverage is offered 
by Florida Blue Medicare, Inc., DBA Florida Blue Medicare. These companies are affiliates of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc., and Independent 
Licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. All benefits are not available on all plans. Other physicians and providers are available in our 
network. Out-of-network/non-contracted providers are under no obligation to treat Florida Blue Medicare members, except in emergency situations. Please 
call our customer service number or see your Evidence of Coverage for more information, including the cost-sharing that applies to out-of-network services. 
SilverSneakers is a registered trademark of Tivity Health, Inc. © 2025 Tivity Health, Inc. All rights reserved. The over-the-counter (OTC) allowance is a quarterly 
benefit and any unused amounts do not roll over to the next quarter. We comply with applicable Federal civil rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. View the Discrimination and Accessibility Notice at FloridaBlue.com/ndnotice, plus information on our 
free language assistance services. Or call 1-800-352-2583 (TTY: 1-800-955-8770). Puede ver la notificación de no discriminación y accesibilidad, además de 
información sobre nuestros servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística en FloridaBlue.com/es/ndnotice. O llame al 1-800-352-2583 (TTY: 1-877-955-8773). 
Y0011_120904_2025_M Nicholas Hieber is an authorized, independent agent for Florida Blue and Florida Blue Medicare.

Call 1-813-917-4030  
to learn more! 

Nicholas Hieber
Guided Solutions
nico.hieber@guidedsolutions.com

Florida Blue Medicare Advantage plans are right in your 
neighborhood and in 2025 offer benefits and services,  
such as:

• $0 Monthly plan premium with dental, vision, and  
 hearing included
• Over-the-counter allowance

• SilverSneakers® Fitness Program membership
• Plus, even more extra benefits on most plans

Welcome to

from your friends at

If you’ve recently moved, you could be  
eligible to enroll in a Florida Blue Medicare 
Advantage plan now.
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March 2025 Schedule
Instructor Phone # Day Date Day Date Location

Chet Kowalski 352-430-1833 Tuesday 3/4/25 Wednesday 3/5/25 Eisenhower

Art Donnelly 631-792-2203 Saturday 3/15/25 Saturday 3/22/25 Paradise

Wink Daniel 352-753-8563 Monday 3/17/25 Thursday 3/20/25 Savannah

George Rodriguez 802-349-8080 Friday* 3/21/25 Buffalo Crossing

AARP now offers a  
Free 60–90-minute Smart 
Driver Technology workshop 
for those thinking of either 
leasing, purchasing or just 
upgrading to a newer vehicle.
Local presenters would be available to attend organized social / club meetings to share this 
information. Please contact (352) 430-1833 to arrange a presentation for your Club. 
AARP Driver Safety now offers a 6 hour “Smart Driver”course for seniors; it is designed for those 
50 and older. All available courses are listed at AARP.org/findacourse or call (877) 846-3299.
In The Villages, there are at least 4 classes each month. The classes are either two days,  
9 AM to Noon or one day* 9 AM - 4 PM. Fee is $20 for AARP members, $25 for non-members. 
Select your class and call the instructor to register. Instructor will give instructions and time to arrive 
to complete registration. Volunteers Needed! Contact Chet at 352-430-1833 or 352-348-4946. 

STOP/START DELIVERY – SIMPLE PROCESS! 
Go to POA4US.org. If you are a POA member, sign into your account to change your Bulletin Delivery preference. 

If you are not a member, create a Guest Account by selecting POA Bulletin Delivery.

A Welcoming, Inclusive Reform Jewish Temple Serving  
Residents of the Villages Community and Surrounding Area

Join Us for Services and Events!Join Us for Services and Events!                                                                   
Weekly Friday Night Services
Holiday Observances
Spiritual Study and Activities
Sisterhood & Brotherhood
Community Outreach
Bar & Bat Mitzvah Lessons

www.tscfl.org ~ communications@tscfl.org ~ 352-748-1800

Rabbi Zev Sonnenstein,  
Spiritual Leader 
Located Adjacent to The Villages, 
Golf Cart Accessible

TEMPLE SHALOM OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

CIALIS 5mg Gen. 90 tabs $100.53 including shipping
VIAGRA 100mg Gen. $2.75 per tab minimum 30 tabs
ELIQUIS 5mg Gen. 168 tabs for $156.02
XARELTO 20mg Gen. 90 tabs for $181.64
JANUVIA 100mg Brand 84 tabs for $172.37
MYRBETRIQ 25 mg Gen. 100 tabs for $203.57

of Sumter County

CALL 352-569-1484 
FAX    352-569-1485
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512 N. Main Street, Bushnell, FL*Prices subject to change

SERVICES 
• Residential Painting
• Commercial Painting
• Epoxy Garage Finishes
• Driveway Finishes
• Pressure Washing
• Handyman Services
• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning
• Post Construction Cleaning

352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312
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t is all about experience and 
sophistication. You wouldn’t do 
well on a commercial aircraft flying 
to Europe with a pilot whose total 

training was less than two weeks: but 
“reimbursed” the same paycheck. The 
same analogy applies to the use of 
radiation. 
The Robert Boissoneault Oncology 
Institute’s therapeutic radiation 
oncologists have each completed 
four or more years of cancer 
specialty training, not to mention 
decades of practical experience and 

academic positions…using the most 
sophisticated equipment with precise 
accuracy while limiting exposure 
to normal and uninvolved tissue. 
Electron energy becomes critical for 
treating most skin cancers: demand 
and accept only this technology! 
We can explain why.
The plan…choose a respected 
dermatologist who constantly relies 
on our practice to administer radiation 
when needed, forming a team for you. 
We are the only accredited American 
College of Radiology Comprehensive 

Cancer Center in The Villages. You 
deserve this accreditation.
Before you accept radiation treatment, 
come chat with us. Compare quality 
aircraft and pilots. We want you to soar 
in your flight of life.

Norman H. Anderson, MD
 CEO, Robert Boissoneault 
Oncology Institute

PATIENT-CENTERED RADIATION ONCOLOGY CLOSE TO HOME Like us on  
Facebook

The Villages 352.259.2200 / Ocala 352.732.0277 / Lecanto 352.527.0106 
Inverness 352.726.3400 / Timber Ridge 352.861.2400

Why is it best for a radiation oncology 
physician to administer my…radiation?
Similarly, why would a dermatologist be best 
to perform my…delicate skin surgery?

 RBOI.com

Roads, Traffic and Growth Create Challenges 
for Residents and Local Government
Whether it is traffic and safety concerns on North and South Morse 
Boulevard, Warm Springs Road, US 301 or SR 44, residents are becoming 
more vocal about traffic and safety concerns as The Villages and Sumter 
County continue to grow. Safety on the multi-modal paths has also 
moved to the forefront with the re-establishment of the Multi-Modal Path 
Discussion Group (MMPDG).

There are many “players” in the road arena, so an 
explanation of what entity is responsible for what 
aspect of road development, improvements and 
maintenance is in order.

Roads are developed and constructed in The 
Villages primarily by the Developer with the 
approval and according to the specifications of 
the county in which the road is located. Most 

roads are in Sumter County. The governing 
county assumes ownership of the road within 
the specified warranty and inspection period 
and is then responsible for any maintenance 
or improvement. Exceptions to this are villa 
roads, which are owned and maintained by the 
Community Development District (CDD) in which 
they are located. CDD 4, located in Marion County, 
owns and maintains all of its roads.

Other governmental agencies own and maintain 
the main State and US roads, such as SR 44, 
US 301, US 441/27, and I-75 that are within 
the purview of the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT). The Florida Turnpike has 
a project coming up in Sumter County within the 
next five years as well.

In Sumter County, a regional road plan has been 
developed and is being implemented to respond 
to growth. A Regional Road Agreement between 
Sumter County and The Villages Developer, 
as well as other developers, provides that the 
Developer will design, build and finance the road 
construction. The County will pay the Developer 
back using road impact fees and other sources of 
revenue.

Roads continued on page 12
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Beacon College Salon Speaker Series 

Free
Tickets!

 

 

State, Local,
and National
Campaigns

March 13 at 7 p.m. at
The Venetian Center

https://bit.ly/
SalonSeriesButler

The Civil Rights
Movement in Florida

Dr. J. Michael Butler

Cleopatra, 
The Last

Pharaoh of
Egypt

April 3 at 7 p.m. at
The Venetian Center

https://bit.ly/
SalonSeriesCleopatra

Martina Mathisen

The Conundrum of Morse Boulevard
Both the north and south ends of Morse Boulevard 
have issues of excess traffic, thereby creating 
safety concerns.

North Morse Blvd., from CR 466 to US 441, is the 
oldest section of that roadway, built at a time 
when there were only a few thousand homes and 
no regional hospital. Originally golf carts were 
not allowed to be used after dark. A golf cart lane 
runs along each side of the roadway, and there 
have been many incidents involving golf carts and 
cars that have resulted in serious injury and even 
death. 

The speed limit is 30 mph but complaints have 
been made repeatedly about cars speeding. 
Car and golf cart drivers alike have made safety 
mistakes that have resulted in these horrific 
accidents. Most residents and officials agree 
that the road is really not wide enough to 
accommodate the traffic today. Sumter County’s 
Sheriff Department implemented a traffic 
enforcement program more than a year ago that 
has helped reduce speeding. It continues to keep 
this area among its five top “hotspots.”

South Morse Blvd. was designed and constructed 
on the premise that The Villages was not going 
to develop south of SR 44. That has all changed, 
creating a complex set of issues. The southbound 
intersection at 44 has a short left turn lane, 
no right turn lane, and is close enough to the 
roundabout north of the intersection that traffic 
often backs all the way to the roundabout, 
creating a nightmare for people trying to come out 
onto Morse.

The road south of the intersection of 44 (known as 
Warm Springs) has two Villages on the east side, 
including Chitty Chatty with only one way in or 
out. The existing Sandalwood is on the west side 
and also has only one way in and out. Now a Super 
Walmart is planned at the southwest corner, 
increasing residents’ anxiety about traffic.

Solutions in these areas will not be easy or 
inexpensive. The CDD 1 Board of Supervisors had 
an Alternatives study conducted in 2023. Two 
alternatives were presented ranging in cost from 
$12 million - $15 million. Residents felt the cost 

was too high and that greater speed enforcement 
would help resolve the problems. While 
enforcement has helped, CDD Supervisors and 
residents continue to seek other solutions. CDD 1 
has recently put together a resident committee to 
see if any other options can be considered.

The Sumter County Board of Commissioners 
may authorize an engineering study from 
SR 44 to the roundabout at Warm Springs to 
evaluate directional median openings as well as 
a roundabout alternative. The item was on the 
February 25 meeting agenda.

SR 44 has also had its share of traumatic accidents 
in the past year, both along intersection roads in 
The Villages as well as outside.

With the growth and development of The Villages 
in Wildwood, traffic along the US 301 corridor 
particularly from SR 44 south to Coleman has 

become one of the biggest bottlenecks. The 
FDOT held an open house to gain citizen input 
on February 20 which attracted a large crowd. 
Plans call for a realignment of SR 301 from CR 
470 to Industrial Drive and widening from Warm 
Springs Road north to the Turnpike.  The project’s 
objectives are defined as 

• Address future traffic growth and relieve 
congestion, 

• Shift large volume of truck traffic away from 
downtown Coleman, and

• Support social and economic opportunities for 
this fast-growing region. 

Contracts are expected to be executed by June 
2025, with construction beginning March 2026.

Roads continued from page 11

Roads continued on page 13
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Some improvements have already been implemented at the US 301 and Turnpike interchange with 
new signalization and a realignment of the on/off ramps. More are expected as the next part of the 
project moves forward. 

However, the Florida Turnpike Enterprise plans to begin the design of widening the Turnpike from 
south of the US 301 interchange to the I-75 interchange (mile markers 304.5-308.5). The number 
of lanes will be increased from four to eight from the beginning of the project through US 301 and 
then from four to six lanes from US 301 to the I-75 interchange. As part of the project, the bridge 
along the Turnpike will be replaced. Designs are scheduled to begin in 2027 with public information 
meetings in 2028. A date for construction is yet to be determined. Final changes at the interchange 
with US 301, to fully resolve the issues there, will not occur until the Turnpike project is complete.

There is much to look forward to in the way of roadway improvements. Along with these projects 
will come much needed relief, but with a fair amount of inconvenience. And solutions to more local 
road issues still need to be developed. 

The POA will stay on top of these and report plans and outcomes as decisions are made.  

Roads continued from page 12
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(352) 396-7813
www.GroutSmithLMS.com

Still Cleaning Your 
Dirty Grout With This?

There Is 
A Better 

Way!• Tile & Grout Cleaning
• Grout Restoration
• Color Matched Caulking
• Granite Sealing
• Loose & Hollow Tile 

ReBonding
• Shower Repairs 

& Regrouting

Ask About Our 
10 Year Warranty

$99 Granite Cleaning & Sealing 
w/Any Other Service

Call & Schedule 
Your Free 
In-Home 

Demonstration

EXPIRES 2.28.25

We sell lights for 
Kichler ceiling fans! 

352-326-9018 www.dansfancity.com

Ask us about our
WiFi enabled fans.

Leesburg 1712 N. Citrus Blvd (Hwy 27/441)

DAN’S FAN CITY
Home of the Palm Fans!!

$40

50%
Up To OPEN BOX

CEILING DISPLAYS
See Store For DetailsOFF

ON ALL CEILING FANS
DAN’S FAN CITY LIC#EC13004528

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

INSTALLATION

FREE ESTIMATES

LANDSCAPE CURBING
Many Colors & Styles

352-383-1123
www.kwikkerbby3d.com

Talavera • Glazed Pottery • Metal Work  •  Garden Art
San Gabriel Home and Garden

8535 E Gulf to Lake Hwy • Inverness 8535 E Gulf to Lake Hwy • Inverness 
352-341-1444   

WHOLESALE 
TO THE PUBLIC

 All Pottery 
& Other Items Storewide

HOURS 
Mon - Sat 9AM - 5pm

50% OFF

Very Resonable Rates                  Excellent References

Critter Sitter
Villages Resident 

352-750-2420

Pam Powell
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352.217.7556
www.exceptionsblinds.com

• Luminette
• Silhouette
• Vertiglide
• Faux Wood

• Verticals
• Woven Wood
• Roller Shades
• Cellular Shades

Blinds & Shutters

Coupon Required

BLIND REPAIR

$4999
In-Home Service

Fast & Friendly

Expires 12/31/24

PRICE IS FIRST BLIND REPAIRED;
ADDITIONAL REPAIRS DURING SAME 
VISIT $5 AND UP/SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY. NOT ALL BLINDS CAN BE 
REPAIRED. CONTACT STORE FOR DETAILS.

CENTER STATE SLIDING GLASS 
DOOR MAINTENANCE

• Sliding Door Roller Replacement
• Sliding Door Track Repair
• Door Cut-Downs
• Handles and Locks
• Sliding Patio Door Alignment
• Screen Door Repair & Replacement
• Window Repair WE RECOMMEND INSTALLING 

A DOUBLE-BOLT LOCK ON 
EVERY SLIDING PATIO DOOR

www.csslidingglassdoormaintenance.com
centerstatesgd@gmail.com

 FREE Estimates 863-594-4788 

We are experts in 
Sliding Glass
Door Repair. 

Veteran Owned & Operated

In Case You Missed It…Highlights from February Meetings
PWAC Recommends $5.2 Million for 
Golf Course Renovations
In its quest to continue to bring executive golf 
courses back to their optimal levels, the Project 
Wide Advisory Committee (PWAC) recommended 
approval of $5.2 million in golf course renovations 
for four courses in its territory. The courses 
receiving this year’s makeovers are:

• Bogart & Bacall – $2.22 million

• Bonita Pass – $974,917

• Heron – $1.081 million

• Truman – $1.008 million

The golf courses will receive a full renovation 
consisting of new greens, tees, fairways with new 
turf varieties, new bunker sand and underdrain 
systems, and other course enhancements.

PWAC members had complaints last year about 
course conditions that set off a fire storm. The 
United States Golf Association (USGA) came in to 
consult on materials being used and processes to 
maintain the courses, significant improvements 
have been reported. Executive Golf Maintenance 
Director, Mitch Leininger, left the District to work 
for USGA. A replacement will be named soon.

Community Watch Reports 
Quarterly Stats
Last year during the budget process, a 
restructuring of Community Watch (CW) was 
approved that created three regions to better 
serve Villages residents. Region A serves north 
of CR 466; Region B from CR 466 to SR 44; and 
Region C from south of SR 44.

Chief Nehemiah Wolf reported that the CW 
drivers and dispatchers assisted residents with 
the following during the 4th Quarter 2024:

• 38 lost pets

• 165 move in/move out

• 7 lost persons

• 1,132 well-being checks due to 2 newspapers in 
driveway

• 2,609 open garage doors

• On January 15th, Community Watch hosted its 
first Quarterly Law Enforcement Meeting of 
2025 with Law Enforcement and Public Safety 
partners. 

AAC Recognizes Longtime Resident 
Sandy Mott
The Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) is 
looking for a new member to represent the Lady 
Lake portion of The Villages after long-time 
resident Sandy Mott announced her resignation. 
The Town of Lady Lake Commission will make the 
appointment.

Deputy District Manager Carrie Duckett 
announced that she and District Manager had 
made applications available and vetted potential 
candidates for the appointment, although it is 
clearly not in the District’s purview, nor had they 
been asked for such involvement by the Town.

They and retiring member, Ms. Mott, have 
recommended William “Bill” Mott to serve in  
the role.

Ms. Mott was honored with a Challenge coin in 
recognition of her service.

District Gives Update on Long-range 
Gate Card Readers
For what has been years, the District is still in the 
process of finalizing long-range gate card readers 
for residents after changing over software at the 
entry gates. Assistant District Manager, Bruce 
Brown, reported they have identified yet another 
possible product and will be testing those in the 
field prior to rollout. There is no date or cost for 
the devices, however, once the system is finally 
switched over, mirror or window readers that 
residents have purchased from outside sources 
will likely no longer work. 

 

REACH 70,000+

To advertise, contact: Cliff Wiener,  
POA President (352) 418-7372 or  

1presidentpoa@poa4us.org
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5 Things you Must Know About Lady Lake’s 
Affordable Water Oak Community!

216 Magnolia Drive
Lady Lake, FL 32159

(866)529-8643
www.wateroaksales.com

Nestled in the heart of Lady Lake, Florida, 
Water Oak Country Club Estates is an 
ideal place to call home. This premier 
55+ manufactured home community 
offers resort-style living, vibrant social 
engagement, and high-quality homes 
at an unbeatable value. Whether you’re 
seeking an active lifestyle or a peaceful 
retreat, here are five compelling reasons 
to make Water Oak your new home.
1. Prime Location
Water Oak is perfectly situated in 
Lady Lake, providing easy access to 
everything Central Florida has to offer. 
From world-class golf courses and 
picturesque lakes to top-tier shopping 
and dining, this area has it all. Just 
minutes from The Villages, you’ll have 
endless entertainment, dining, and 
events. Whether you seek adventure or 
relaxation, Lady Lake offers the best of 
both worlds.
2. Resort-Style Amenities
Living at Water Oak feels like being on 
vacation every day. The community 
boasts an array of amenities, ensuring 
residents have access to everything they 
need to stay active and relaxed. Enjoy an 
18-hole golf course, heated swimming 
pools, and tennis and pickleball courts. 
The fitness center, billiards room, and 
scenic walking trails offer even more 
ways to stay engaged. Whether you 
prefer outdoor activities or indoor 
relaxation, Water Oak has something for 
you.
3. Exciting Social Scene
Beyond the luxurious amenities, Water 
Oak offers a packed calendar of exciting 
events and social activities. From live 
entertainment and themed parties to 

arts and crafts, dance classes, and group 
outings, there’s never a dull moment. 
Participate in fitness classes, card games, 
or craft shows. The community’s event 
programming makes it easy to form 
friendships and create unforgettable 
memories.
4. A Friendly, Active Community
One of the best aspects of Water Oak is 
its warm and welcoming atmosphere. 
With friendly neighbors and a lively 
environment, residents quickly become 
part of a close-knit group. Social 
clubs, fitness classes, and volunteer 
opportunities ensure there’s always a 
way to get involved. Whether you prefer 
a quiet evening on your porch or a 
night out with friends, Water Oak offers 
the perfect balance of relaxation and 
engagement.
5. Affordable, Stylish Homes
Water Oak offers high-quality 
manufactured homes that combine style, 
comfort, and affordability. With homes 
starting at just $150,995, residents enjoy 
modern designs, spacious floor plans, and 
energy-efficient features. Manufactured 
homes provide a low-maintenance 
lifestyle, with no property taxes, allowing 
you to focus on enjoying retirement. 
Plus, purchasing a home at Water Oak 
grants access to the community’s top-tier 
amenities and engaging social scene.
New Homes Starting in the $150s!
With its prime location, outstanding 
amenities, and vibrant community,  
Water Oak Country Club Estates is  
the perfect place to call home.
Stop in today for a tour, or call us to 
schedule an appointment!
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Government continued on page 19

Editor’s Note: The articles on page 1 and 5 provide an overview of the Amenity Fee, how it is set, on 
what it is spent and the committees and authorities that manage it. This article provides additional 
information that new residents may find useful and existing residents may find helpful as a refresher.

The Villages District Government is a complex system of special 
community development districts allowed by Florida Statute 190. 
There are numbered Community Development Districts (CDDs), each 
with elected 5-person Boards of Supervisors. The numbered CDDs are 
residential areas and do not include any of the commercial properties.

Thinking of Buying a Home in The Villages? 
Here is How Your Government is Structured and Paid For

The umbrella district that makes all final decisions 
regarding hiring/firing of the District Manager, and 
other management services for all of The Villages 
is the Village Center Community Development 
District (VCCDD). The Amenity Authority 
Committee (AAC) is a committee of the VCCDD.  
Sumter Landing Community Development 
District (SLCDD) approves contracts and 
expenditures of Amenity Fees for districts 
between CR 466 and CR 44. The Project Wide 
Advisory Committee (PWAC) is a committee of 
SLCDD. Districts south of SR 44, owned by the 
Developer, are not part of either the VCCDD or 

SLCDD, although the Amenity facilities, services 
and Amenity fee revenues for CDDs 12 and 13 are 
being sold to the SLCDD. The Developer contracts 
for services and operation of facilities from the 
District.

Non Ad-valorem Maintenance Assessments are 
paid with the property owners’ county property 
taxes and are set annually by each CDD based on 
budgetary needs. Annual maintenance budgets 
are established and managed by each CDD to 
pay for routine maintenance items such as villa 
roads (all roads in CDD 4), flowers, landscaping, 
etc. The annual maintenance fees vary from CDD 

to CDD. In addition, a percentage of each CDD’s 
(5-13) are allocated to PWAC for identified shared 
infrastructure maintenance, such as multi-modal 
paths. Each CDD 1-4 pays individually for all 
maintenance expenses in their respective CDD 
territories.

A key fact about the VCCDD and SLCDD is that 
the residents do NOT elect the supervisors of 
those boards. They are commercial districts and 
the people who serve on those boards are elected 
by the landowners of those commercial districts. 
In other words, the Developer decides who serves 
on those two significant boards, and nearly all of 
them live OUTSIDE of The Villages. They represent 
the Developer, NOT the residents.

The North Sumter Utility Dependent District 
(NSCUDD) is the water, wastewater, and non-
potable irrigation water service provider to 
properties within District’s 5 – 11 and is also the 
provider of the solid waste sanitation services for 
the Marion, Sumter, and Fruitland Park portions of 
The Villages. In addition, the services are provided 
to Sumter Landing and Brownwood.

NSCUDD consists of a seven-member Board of 
Directors representing Districts 5-11 and one at 
large seat. The members are elected by registered 
voters residing in Districts 5-10.

The Wildwood Utility Dependent District (WUDD) 
was established in 2021 to provide utility services 
to districts south of SR 44. WUDD consists of an 
elected five-member Board of Supervisors, serving 
in staggered terms. 

Established by Sumter County ordinance 
in October 2023, the Villages Public Safety 
Department Dependent District (VPSDDD) 
provides fire, rescue, and EMS transport service 
facilities, infrastructure, and other public facilities 
to the property owners within the established 
boundaries. VPSDDD has a five-member Board of 
Supervisors with staggered terms. 

A-1 Lightning 
Protection 
Services, Inc.

S P E C I A L S  A L L  Y E A R
MARION COUNTY: 

352-465-0620352-465-0620
FAX: 

352-465-1773352-465-1773

DANNY MACK 
VICE PRESIDENT

A1LIGHTNING.COM
LPI and UL Certified 
Master Label Installers 
NFPA 780 Installers

A1_lightning@yahoo.com
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Don’t Just Add Years to Your Life. 
Add Life to Your Years.

Schedule your appointment 
and start living your best life

(352) 329-30753429 Warm Springs Ave, The Villages, FL 32163

www.getvipcare.com

Embrace a healthier, fuller life with VIPcare. 
Primary care for 65+.

$40 SYSTEM CHECK Offer expires 10/31/22.   
Call for details.  
Must present coupon.

Offer expires 3/31/25.   
Call for details.  
Must present coupon.

Serving Marion & Surrounding Counties since 1982! 
www.JerryMartinIrrigation.com

Marion C-7085 
Sumter C-2899 

Lake C-21151
Licensed & Insured 
Certified Backflow Tester

10% OFF REPAIRS
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VPSDDD is funded through a Non-Ad Valorum annual assessment for Readiness and Demand paid by 
each property owner with the annual property tax bill. This assessment is currently set at $239.14.

Agree that The Villages is a complex system of government and spending? This brief article is only an 
introduction. The District has numerous resources available to help you understand more about the 
community you now call home.

• DistrictGov.org is the website that provides nearly all of the information you could ever need and if 
you can’t find it, just call the Customer Service Department at 352-753-4508.

• The Resident Academy is an interactive program for residents who are interested in learning about 
their local government. The ultimate goal for the Resident Academy is to alleviate the confusion, 
questions, or misinformation that exists throughout the community regarding the responsibilities and 
functions of the Community Development Districts. During this program, participants will receive an 
in-depth look at the various District Departments and how they work together to make this the best 
community to live, work and play. Sign up online or call the Customer Service Department at 352-753-
4508.

• Government Day is an annual event, typically held in the Fall, that features a variety of agencies 
providing services on the local, state and federal levels as well as demonstrations, handouts, free 
giveaways and more. This important event was created to help educate residents about the many 
services available to them and to allow the opportunity to meet with the agencies providing them. 
Get your questions answered by the experts, meet your elected officials and learn what goes on 
behind the scenes to maintain and operate this premier community.

Looking forward
to the

Boat Show: March 20-23, 2025Boat Show: March 20-23, 2025
 on Lake Dora in Wooten Park, Tavares, FL on Lake Dora in Wooten Park, Tavares, FL

St. John’s River Cruise South on March 16, 2025St. John’s River Cruise South on March 16, 2025
St. John’s River Cruise North on March 23, 2025St. John’s River Cruise North on March 23, 2025

Classic BoatsClassic Boats
Nautical Flea MarketNautical Flea Market
Field of DreamsField of Dreams
with MANY Boats for Salewith MANY Boats for Sale

• E-Notification – sign up for anything and 
everything that might interest you. Meeting 
notifications, special announcements, District 
Weekly Bulletins, everything you need to “be in 
the know.” Sign up on the District website.

• District Weekly Bulletin – an online source for 
comprehensive information that is available on 
the District’s website or you can receive your 
weekly link by signing up for E-Notification.

Many, if not most people, move to The Villages to 
enjoy the lifestyle – the weather, the golf courses, 
the pools and recreation opportunities, the lush 
and beautifully maintained landscapes. Most are 
living their retirement dreams and not necessarily 
interested in pursuing a role in how things work.

The POA does its best to keep residential property 
owners informed of items that may affect the 
quality of life and costs to live in The Villages. The 
POA also encourages residents who have the time 
and interest to get involved in their local boards 
and communities to have a say in how money is 
spent, and services are managed. The POA will 
keep you abreast of any developments and when 
there are elections, will let you know what seats 
are available for you to consider.

The POA also encourages residents to become 
familiar with their local elected CDD Boards. 
Residents can sign up for notification of their 
Board’s meeting dates, times and locations, and 
can access the agendas and minutes online. Go to 
DistrictGov.org and click on the ‘Your District’ tab 
at the top. If you don’t know what District you live 
in, call Customer Service and they can direct you. 

NMLS 2302495

Dan Kapellen
Certified Reverse Mortgage 

Specialist in The Villages

FREE LUNCH 

RSVP 352-462-0636  
or for more details.
RMExplained.com

Grow Security from Home Equity
Your Questions Answered

Tues., March 11th and Tues., April 8th, 12:30 p.m.
at The Standard Coffee Shop in Spanish Plaines Plaza

1552 Bella Cruz Dr, The Villages 32159

Wed., March 19th and Wed., April 16th, 12:30 p.m.
at Bob Evans, Colony Plaza

360 Colony Blvd, The Villages 32162

Government continued from page 17
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15% OFF
up to $100

Not redeemable for cash. Not to be combined  
with any other offer / coupon. Exp. 3/31/25.

T e ONLY Dealer You’ll Ever NeedT e ONLY Dealer You’ll Ever Need
GEORGE NAHAS GEORGE NAHAS CHEVROLETCHEVROLET

4135 E. SR 44 • Wildwood, Florida 4135 E. SR 44 • Wildwood, Florida 
 352-748-1122 352-748-1122

www.georgenahaschevrolet.comwww.georgenahaschevrolet.com
SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm 

 SERVICE HOURS:  SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-1pmMon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-1pm

Coping with Dementia
Debbie Selsavage talked at the February POA General Membership Meeting 
about her personal experience with dementia that led to her starting her 
company, Coping with Dementia. Her husband had dementia and once he 
started wandering, she knew it would happen again. After three times she knew 
she had to look at placing him in a memory care facility.

In 2015 Ms. Selsavage started her company Coping 
with Dementia, LLC. Its mission is to make a 
life better for individuals and families living 
with dementia. According to her website, she 
pursues this mission through knowledge, training, 
education and an unwavering belief in the 
effectiveness of Person-Centered Compassionate 
Care.

There is so much more to dementia than just 
memory loss. You are constantly losing your 
person as they are no longer making rational 
choices and not using good judgement. Ms. 
Selsavage’s mission is how to provide the best 
quality of life for people with dementia and their 
families. And she assured residents that you can 
still maintain a good quality of life. Your life is not 
over.

“Hang on for the ride,” is the advice her doctor 
gave her and that she gives others. For the next 20 
years this will be a part of people’s careers in law 
enforcement, medical, healthcare, grocery stores, 
because the largest population in the country has 
now hit 70. They need care and they’ve left the 
workforce.

Her mission is how to help and educate people on 
what will happen. This disease effects every one of 
a person’s senses. There is no protocol on how to 
get a diagnosis or medication that stops it or slows 
it down. There is medication that can help with 
moods, anxiety, behavior, but not Alzheimer’s or 
dementia. Research is looking for a medication for 
Alzheimer’s, but not dementia.

Dementia is an umbrella term for symptoms 
– wayfinding, loss of rational thinking skills, 
susceptibility to scams, sequencing, judgement. 
Under dementia is Alzheimer’s.

In 2014 there were only 60-70 types of disease 
under the dementia umbrella. To date there are 
now 125. There may be more, and there is no way 
to know what type of dementia you have unless 
you are exhibiting certain symptoms.

How does she help educate? Through speaking 
engagements and she does a 2-hour free ABCs 
of dementia workshop, annual conferences with 
speakers, support groups in-person and online. 
Whatever she can do to educate people and help 
them understand what is happening to their 
person. She does not exclude the person with 
dementia from her program and believes others 
can learn from them.

Definition of dementia is that two parts of the 
brain are actively dying. It is progressive and 
degenerative, and to date there is not a cure. 
Charter and K2 Research are doing free memory 
evaluations and she works with them. It is not 
about finding out if you have a dementia, it is 
about finding out you don’t! The researchers may 
find a “risk gene.” It doesn’t mean you will get a 
form of dementia.

Dementia continued on page 21
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Join forces with the only residential property owners’  
advocacy group that is looking out for the residents.   

Sign up online or use the form on page 3.Only $15/year per household

Join the POA 
TODAY!

A Dementia Brain is shrinking. At age 25, the brain 
is at 100% with the frontal lobe fully formed. 
Dementia is not age related but there is an age 
component. Normal aging includes forgetting. 
Dementia is forgetting how to “back track” your 
way to what you were looking for, whether it is 
keys or the way home.

Everyone has a certain amount of aging. Dementia 
is much different. The brain at 25 is 3 pounds. The 
brain of a person with dementia may be only one 
pound when they die. Women are somewhat 
different. They give details and think logically 
through every step. Men get right to the topic. 

Ms. Selsavage recommends not asking “yes or no” 
questions but instead using questions that allow 
the person with dementia to give information 
about themselves. Short term memory is what is 
repeated a lot because they cannot make a new 
memory. Caretakers often lose patience with 
repeated questions. The most common question 
is, “where are we going” or “I want to go home.” 
She recommends acknowledging what they want 
and redirecting attention with a cookie or a cup  
of soup.

Ms. Selsavage is a certified administrator (which 
she has chosen not to do) and is also a certified 
dementia practitioner and certified in the 

“positive approach to (dementia) care,” by Teepa 
Snow that is all about the approach. She wants to 
teach people how to live with their diagnosis and 
that they need compassion, understanding and to 
know what is happening to their person.

Hers is a training program to provide teaching and 
support. For more information, call 
(352) 422-3663 or visit Coping.Today. 

Dementia continued from page 20
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Who Gets Scammed the Most?

S E N I O R S  V S  C R I M E

To help understand the scope of the threat of being 
scammed, the FTC took a closer look at who gets 

scammed the most and the most common types of scams.  
Knowing what to look for can be helpful on its own, but they offer 

some additional tips for avoiding scams.

What Age Group Gets 
Scammed the Most?  
It will probably surprise you to learn that those in 
the age group 35 to 44-year-olds were most likely 
to be exposed to and lose money from scams. 
However, median losses were the highest for 18 
to 24-year-olds at $155 per scam that resulted in a 
monetary loss.

These statistics can be tricky to track because 
not every victim reports that they’ve fallen for 
a scam. This could be out of embarrassment, 
uncertainty of how to report a scam or the belief 
that reporting it won’t make a difference.

While the age group 35-44 leads the way in 
exposure to a scammer (20.1%), those in the 65+ 
age group are not far behind at a 19.2% exposure 
rate. The likelihood of losing money to a scammer 
paints a different picture.  The same age group 
(35-44) that is exposed to scammers the most 
is also the group with the higher likelihood of 
losing money at 58.2%. The age group that was 
least likely to lose money to a scammer is the 65+ 
group at 44.9%. So, while media reports make 
it appear that seniors are constantly exposed to 
scammers and are more likely to lose money to 
scammers, that is not the case.

The Top 3 Riskiest Scams 
The Better Business Bureau (BBB) combines its 
three measures – exposure, susceptibility and 
monetary losses – to determine which types of 
scams are riskiest for consumers. For 2023, the 
BBB reports that the top three were:

~  Investment or cryptocurrency scams

~  Employment scams

~  Online purchase scams

How Much is Lost to Scams 
Each Year?
According to the FTC, a 2024 report found that 
consumers lost over $10 billion to fraud and 
scams in 2023.  Over $4.6 billion was lost from 
investment scams alone.

How to Avoid Scams
Scammers are constantly looking for new tactics 
for their scams and protecting yourself can require 
an equal amount of attention and vigilance. Here 
are some of the basics:

1. Don’t trust anyone who contacts you out of 
the blue. You should not trust an unsolicited 
message or call from any who claims to 
work for the government or a large company, 
especially if they say you’re in trouble, owe 
money or ask for any personal or financial 
information.

2. Never click on attachments or links 
provided in the email or text.

3. How do they demand payment? If 
they demand payment in gift cards or 
cryptocurrency, IT IS ALWAYS A SCAM!

4. Freeze your credit and place alerts on your 
credit cards. All of this can be done online. 
Just don’t lose your passwords for your credit 
freezes – that will be a problem.

Seniors vs. Crime can offer you additional 
information on scams and frauds.  You can visit 
our website at SeniorsvsCrime.com to find a list 
of our offices, request a speaker for your group, 
file a complaint or sign up to volunteer. All of 
our services are free and no appointments are 
required.

SHINE Offers 
Medicare Help
SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs of 
Elders) volunteers are available to assist 
clients with Medicare related questions 
including Medicaid, Medicare, and Medigap 
plans, financial assistance, and scams.  
The service is free and unbiased, and 
reservations are not taken.
Counselors will be at the following locations 
to assist area residents for one-on-one 
counseling on the indicated days. 

Eisenhower Recreation Center 
9 am - 11:30 am  |  1st & 3rd Wednesdays

Chula Vista Recreation Center 
3 pm - 5:30 pm  |  1st & 3rd Fridays

Lake Miona Recreation Center 
9 am - 11:30 am  |  2nd & 4th Tuesdays

Lady Lake Library 
2:00 pm - 3:30 pm  |  2nd & 4th Wednesdays

Leesburg Public Library 
9:30 am - 11:30 am  |  1st & 3rd Tuesdays

“Understanding Medicare,” a group 
presentation geared toward those  
turning 65, will be made at 1:00 pm on 
the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the 
Aviary Recreation Center. 
 

For more information, go to FloridaShine.org 
or call (800) 963-5337. 
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
2018 Elaine Dreidame  

POA Hall of Fame
2024 Craig Estep 

 Jerry Ferlisi
2023 Sal Torname 
2022 Bill Schikora 
2021 Bryan Lifsey
2020 John Donahe 

 Carolyn Reichel 
 Jerry Vicenti 

2017 Myron Henry
2016 Frank E. Carr
2013 “Class Action Five” 

 Elaine Dreidame 
 Bill Garner 
 Joe Gorman 
 Rich Lambrecht 
 Irv Yedwab

2012 Joe Gorman
2011 Pete Cacioppo  

 Betty Cunningham
2009 Dorothy Morehouse-Beeney 

 Vinnie Palmisano
2008 Ray and Lori Micucci 

 Win Shook
2007 Rose Harvey 

 Dorothy Hokr
2006 Charlie Harvey 

 Carol Kope 
 Frank Renner

2005 Sadie Woollard
2004 Russ Day 

 Eva Hawkins 
 William Rich, Jr. 
 Glen Swindler 
 Jean Tuttle

The Property Owners’ Association 
8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane, 
PMB 111, The Villages, 32162 

2025 OFFICERS
President Cliff Wiener 418-7372
V.P. Dan Warren 630-4491
Treasurer Jerry Ferlisi 391-5261
Secretary Reb Benson 874-0179

Directors

Tita Dumagsa 391-4828
Mike Gross 450-0405
Ken Knodel (330) 388-2308
Gary Search

POA STAFF
Bulletin Editor Deb Butterfield (219) 508-6863
POA Email poa4you@gmail.com
POA Phone (352) 418-7372

DISCOUNT 
PARTNERS
Another benefit for POA members 
is the Discount Partner program.
Most vendors will ask 
you for your 
current POA 
Membership 
card to receive 
the offered 
discount. If you 
have a favorite 
business who 
is currently not 
offering a POA 
Discount, tell 
them about our 
program. Please 
say “thanks” to 
our Discount 
Partners for their 
participation. 
The up-to-date list of Discount Partners can 
always be found on our website poa4us.org. 
Click ‘Discount Partners’ to access the list. 

HOURS 
Mon - Sat 

9AM - 5pm

San Gabriel 
Boot and Shoe Repair

8538 E Gulf to Lake Hwy • Inverness 8538 E Gulf to Lake Hwy • Inverness 
352-341-1444352-341-1444

Serving America’s horse Country

WE REPAIR
New Soles • Heel Caps • Purses

Luggage • Puppy Damage • Zippers

SELL GENTLY USED BOOTS:
Western • Work • Snake Proof

New Work Boots • Leather Belts

Stay Connected for the 
latest Announcements 
and to watch Membership 
meetings livestreamed!  
We have 1,700+ total page likes 
and 2,262+ total page followers!
The POA now livestreams its meetings so 
residents can either attend in person, watch live 
from home or at a time more convenient. You will 
hear all parts of the meeting – announcements, 
open forum Q & A, and the program. You will 
always be connected to your POA! 

Type POA of the Villages FL in the search on 
Facebook and you will find our page. Click LIKE 
and or FOLLOW, and then, suggest our page 
to all of your friends and neighbors that live in 
The Villages! Meetings and relevant information 
will be posted on a timely basis. Please continue 
to send questions or comments via email or 
call the POA at (352) 418-7372. ALL content will 
be monitored by the Administrator and posts 
containing opinion or debate will be removed. 
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Independent Real Estate Company    
in The Villages & Wildwood

C A L L  O N E  O F  O U R  R E A L T O R S  T O D A Y

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL FOR THE LATEST MARKET UPDATE

Visit us online at  
HomesByRealtyExecutives.com

This certifies that

Glenn Stein
License #BK3435176

Has successfully completed 
all requirements for the Crypto Certification Agent course.

Certificate ID: 22021220002
Date Awarded: February 21, 2022

Paige Booth
(352) 636-0007

Karla Mason
(352) 430-7725

Cissie Smith
(352) 391-0884

Debbie & Lee 
Schoonover

(352) 661-9552

Glenn Stein
Broker/Owner

Gail Carter
(352) 516-9131

Melissa Huennekens
(352) 817-7975

Sheila Davis
(352) 446-6942

Tim Davis
(352) 446-1688

Deborah Adelman
(630) 390-9272 

Donna Pattermore
(216) 548-9295

Charmaine Adams
(904) 646-8206

Bob Berube
(352) 446-9969

Micki Wohl
(954) 839-5880

Frances Pierce
(352) 459-5601

Sunny Parsons
(352) 239-0980

Peggy Schaefer
(352) 801-0040

Amanda Fincher
(352) 497-5673

Steve Savage
(908) 675-0533

Paul Ledbetter
(352) 661-5309

James “Coop” Cooper
(352) 626-3151

Jamie Noll
(352) 459-5892

Nanette Elliott
(352) 551-8776

Liss Cartagena
(352) 877-1855

Katrina & Jon McNeely
(352) 250-4842

Joanie Snaith
(352) 659-4573

Erika Watson
(352) 435-5822

Jim Bell
(817) 307-5678

Timothy Millson
(352) 931-1231

Sandra Giraldo 
(352) 572-7328

Property Manager


